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Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane. By James D. McLaird. (Pierre: 
South Dakota State Historical Society Press, South Dakota Biog-
raphy Series, 2008, ix + 174 pages, paper $12.95.)

This second offering in the South Dakota Biography Series, 
put out by that state’s historical society, examines how the sto-
ries of Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane came to be so closely 
entwined in our cultural memory. Although James Butler Hickok 
and Martha Canary were not much more than acquaintances, 
who were in Deadwood at the same time for only a few weeks, 
they are buried beside one another and live on as a pair in litera-
ture and film. In this volume, historian James D. McLaird explores 
the intersections between myth and reality as he reconstructs the 
lives of two of America’s most notorious wild westerners. 

Desperate Seed: Ellsworth, Kansas on the Violent Frontier. By Jim 
Gray. (N.p.: Kansas Cowboy Publications, 2009, viii + 230 pages, 
paper $21.95.) 

“The evolution of Ellsworth is far from typical,” Jim Gray 
begins in his history of the central Kansas town (p. vii). From 
accounts of its founding to legends of its most famous residents—
including William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, James Butler “Wild Bill” 
Hickok, and the Thompson brothers Ben and Billy—Desperate 
Seed tells of Ellsworth’s first few decades and its transformation 
from a violent, “tough little hole” to a town “squarely civilized” 
(pp. 18, 184). Gray also records the stories of citizens less well 
known, who daily made their way in “the wickedest cattletown 
in Kansas.”

Alias Charley Hart: William C. Quantrill in Lawrence, Kansas in 1860. 
By Charles F. Harris. (Wyandotte, Okla.: The Gregath Publishing 
Company, 2008, 83 pages, paper $14.95.)

“For a brief time during 1860,” begins this study, “a young 
man named ‘Charley Hart’ lived in and around Lawrence, Kan-
sas. In reality, that man was William Clarke Quantrill” (p. 1). Har-
ris gathers anecdotal evidence of Quantrill’s life in Lawrence, 
from his reputation as a thief to his kidnap and sale of escaped 
slaves. Time and again, according to Harris’s witnesses, Quantrill 
befriended antislavery activists, seemingly in the hopes of betray-
ing them. Quantrill used this method and his alias to escape arrest 
in Kansas by joining a group of abolitionists who planned a raid 
into Missouri to free slaves. None of the antislavery raiders sur-
vived Quantrill’s double cross, and he used the notoriety the stunt 
gained him to gather the band of guerrilla fighters that would ac-
company him on his infamous 1863 return to Lawrence.

Powder River Odyssey: Nelson Cole’s Western Campaign of 1865: The 
Journals of Lyman G. Bennett and Other Eyewitness Accounts. By Da-
vid E. Wagner. (Norman, Okla.: Arthur H. Clark Company, 2009, 
288 pages, cloth $39.95.)

Lyman Bennett, a civilian engineer with the Eastern Division 
of the Powder River Indian Expedition, ended a September 1865 
journal entry with the revealing record, “we marched and fought 
over 15 miles today” (p. 11). This summary well describes the ex-
perience of the division, comprised in part of the Sixteenth Kan-
sas Volunteer Cavalry, as it moved through the Nebraska, Dakota, 

and Montana territories. Along this route they combatted Sioux, 
Cheyenne, and Arapaho who struggled to retain their hunting 
grounds and, as a result, threatened white emigrants and traders 
moving west. In Powder River Odyssey this little-known campaign 
is examined through the lens of Bennett’s previously unpublished 
diary and other primary sources that document the mission’s dif-
ficulties, including a bout with scurvy and brush with mutiny. 

Last Stand: George Bird Grinnell, the Battle to Save the Buffalo, and the 
Birth of the New West. By Michael Punke. (Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 2009, xvi + 286 pages, paper $18.95.) 

First published by Smithsonian Books in 2007, this is the first 
paperback edition of Michael Punke’s nicely written “story of 
how the buffalo was saved from extinction.” Familiar to students 
of Kansas and western history, it is nevertheless, as Punke writes, 
“one of the great dramas of the Old West. More profoundly, it is 
a story of the transition from the Old West to the New—a transi-
tion whose battles are still fought bitterly to this day.” Last Stand 
focuses on the life and adventures of George Bird Grinnel, a sci-
entist, journalist, hunter, and conservationist, who “personified” 
this historic transition but is “little known today. . . . In his re-
markable life, Grinnell would live the adventures of the Old West 
even as he helped to shape the New” (p. xvi).

Milton S. Eisenhower: Educational Statesman. By Stephen E. Am-
brose and Richard H. Immerman. (Baltimore, Md.: The Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2009, xv + 331 pages, paper $30.00.)

This volume, first published in 1983 and now available in paper-
back, focuses on the years Milton Eisenhower worked as president 
at Kansas State, Pennsylvania State, and Johns Hopkins universi-
ties. It is based on extensive research in university archives, as well 
as on hours of personal interviews with Eisenhower, who the au-
thors recall as always “ready to hear and learn, just as ready to 
instruct where and when he could” (p. x). The authors freely ad-
mit that they are “too fond of him to be objective” (p. xii), though 
this does not prevent them from offering a balanced account of 
Eisenhower’s years as a university administrator that includes de-
scriptions of university life in Manhattan, Kansas, in the 1940s and 
1950s. 

Breathing in the Fullness of Time. By William Kloefkorn. (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2009, 244 pages, cloth $22.95.)

“Desire,” writes William Kloefkorn in the last of his four-part 
memoir, “without it, you might as well pack up and go home” 
(p. 3). A consummate storyteller, in this volume Kloefkorn weaves 
moments from his childhood in Attica, Kansas, his days studying 
at Emporia State University, and his years teaching at Ellinwood 
High School and Wichita State University with more proximate 
retrospection from his life in Nebraska. There he has been ap-
pointed state poet for life and with good reason, known as he is as 
a distinctly American and regional writer who can craft lines from 
ordinary time, that “moves slowly, but not slowly enough. We are 
a picture,” he writes, “waiting until now to be taken” (p. 88).  


