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One hundred and fifty years ago this August 21, the Civil War 
came home in a tragically violent way for residents of Lawrence, 
Kansas. Like most Kansans elsewhere, they had supported the 
Union war effort through militia service, enlistment in one of 
more than a dozen volunteer infantry and cavalry regiments, 
and a variety of other ways for more than two years. But for 
the people of Kansas, the “war” had been going on for nearly 
a decade, and the Lawrence massacre of 1863 and the Civil 
War on the border in general were merely a continuation of 
“the same conflict on a larger scale. The same principles were 
at stake,” wrote the Reverend Richard Cordley in his History 
of Lawrence, “and the same parties confronted each other. 
The same feelings inspired either side. The same hate sought 
to gratify itself under the new condition. The border ruffians 
of 1856 became the bushwhackers of 1863.” These reflections 
by Cordley, a pioneer Congregational minister and himself a 
survivor of William Clarke Quantrill’s infamous Lawrence raid, 
say a great deal about the peculiar nature of the civil war on the 
Kansas-Missouri border. It was a highly charged, emotionally 
laden, repeatedly vengeful affair.

The war in Kansas and especially Missouri featured pitched 
battles between regular Union and Confederate armies, but more 
common were raids and counter-raids that visited death and 
destruction on the civilian populations of both states. Following 
the Union setback at the Battle of Wilson’s Creek near Springfield, 
Missouri, on August 10, 1861, the confident Confederates under 

General Sterling Price moved north, and Kansas troops under 
the overall command of General (and U.S. Senator) James H. 
Lane moved into western Missouri. They plundered and burned 
the pro-Southern town of Osceola, Missouri, on September 22, 
1861, claiming, according to historian Albert Castel, “military 
necessity” and retribution for the September 8 Confederate 
raid on Humboldt, Kansas. In just over a month, Humboldt 
was raided again, and the back and forth bushwhacking and 
jayhawking continued along the border. Atrocities and the 
wanton destruction of property characterized both sides. 
Without question, however, the region’s most notorious guerilla 
leader was Quantrill, who wreaked havoc on both sides of the 
border. He led raids on Aubrey, Olathe, and Shawnee, Kansas, 
in 1862, and most horrifically in August 1863 on Lawrence, 
where four hundred raiders murdered nearly two hundred 
citizens, destroyed the main business district, and burned scores 
of residences on both sides of Massachusetts Street.

The small flag pictured here—which measures seven by 
thirteen inches and is on display at the Kansas Museum of 
History and at kansasmemory.org/item/221178—reflects 
the design of the Confederacy’s first flag. Instead of stars, the 
canton features an image that has been described as either a fist 
or a crude representation of the South Carolina palmetto tree, 
stitched over with the first five letters of the guerrilla leader’s 
last name. It was discovered in Olathe after the September 7, 
1862, raid.
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The journal is available as one of many benefits of 
membership with the Kansas Historical Foundation. Find more 
information online at kshs.org/11413. 

Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains 
is published quarterly through a partnership between the  Kan- 
sas Historical Foundation and the Chapman Center for Rural 
Studies. The Kansas Historical Foundation serves as a fund raising, 
fund management, membership, and retail organization to support 
and promote the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency that 
safeguards and shares the state’s history through the collection, 
preservation, and interpretation of its past. The Society’s collections 
and programs are diverse and are made available through its lib-
rary and museum in Topeka, historic sites and classrooms across 

the state, and publications and web-based resources accessible 
everywhere. The Chapman Center for Rural Studies, located on the 
campus of Kansas State University in Manhattan and directed by 
faculty in the Department of History, is committed to researching, 
preserving, and sharing the rural history of Kansas through the 
recovery of lived experience, lost towns and settlements, original 
lands, and changing landscapes. Through the establishment of a 
research lab, digital archives, curriculum, and publications, the 
Chapman Center links the community of learners at Kansas State 
University with the communities of the past.  

The journal publishes scholarly articles, edited documents, 
and other materials that contribute to an understanding of the his-
tory and cultural heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political, 
social, intellectual, cultural, economic, and institutional histories  
are welcome, as are biographical and historiographical interpreta-
tions and studies of archaeology, the built environment, and material 
culture. Articles emphasizing visual documentation, exceptional 
reminiscences, and autobiographical writings are also considered 
for publication. Genealogical studies are generally not accepted. 

Manuscripts are evaluated anonymously by scholars who 
determine their suitability for publication based on originality, 
quality of research, significance, and presentation, among other 
factors. Previously published articles or manuscripts that are 
being considered for publication elsewhere will not be considered. 
The editors reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles 
and will consult with the authors regarding such. The publishers 
assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made 
by contributors. 

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010). A style sheet, which 
includes a detailed explanation of the journal’s editorial policy, is 
available at kshs.org/12447. Articles appearing in Kansas History 
are available online at the Kansas Historical Society’s website 
(kshs.org/12445) and from EBSCO Publishing. They are available 
on microfilm from ProQuest Microfilms.

The Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing, which 
includes a plaque and an honorarium of two hundred dollars, is 
awarded each year for the best article published in Kansas History.

The editors welcome letters responding to any of the articles 
published in the journal. With the correspondent’s permission, 
those that contribute substantively to the scholarly dialogue by 
offering new insights or historical information may be published. 
All comments or editorial queries should be addressed to the 
editors, Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains, Chapman 
Center for Rural Studies, Kansas State University, 111 Leasure 
Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-1002; 785-532-0380; email: KHJournal@ 
K-state.edu.

Illustrations appearing in the journal, unless otherwise no-
ted, are from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. Re-
productions of images from the Society’s collections are available

for purchase. Please contact the State Archives Division for order- 
ing information: kshs.org/14154; 785-272-8681, ext. 321.
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