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Kansas communities contributed to the World War II  
war effort in many different ways. This postcard image of the 
“City of Wellington, Kansas,” a Boeing B-29 Superfortress, 
was made at the airplane’s christening ceremony in December 
1944. Representing the residents of Wellington, who raised  
a total of $685,000 in their Sixth War Loan campaign, and  
with that money purchased the B-29 for the Army Air Forces, 
were (left to right) Ellis Carr, Claude Kissick, Mrs. G. J. Roberts, 
Harley Hyten, Mr. G. J. Roberts, and Martin Gravette.

Truly a community effort, the campaign raised over twenty 
thousand dollars of the total for the plane’s purchase from 
Wellington schools, according to an article in the 1945  
high school yearbook, the Megaphone. “Observing the third  
anniversary of Pearl Harbor,” the “City of Wellington” was 
honored on the afternoon of December 7. “During the ceremony, 
five Thunderbolts [P-47, fighter aircraft] based at Strother  

Field [Cowley County] came roaring overhead which  
added to the celebration and also sent cold chills up and 
down the onlookers’ backs. High in the clear blue sky,  
a B-29 Superfortress soared gracefully as it circled the out-
skirts of the town. Music for the program was furnished by  
the high school band and members of the vocal department.  
The schools were dismissed to attend the celebration.”

The economic and environmental implications of B-29  
production on the state of Kansas are examined in one of this 
issues feature articles, “Kansas Bomber: An Environmental 
History of the B-29 and the Sunflower State.” Historian  
Chris Rein examines the special historical relationship that 
Kansans have had to the B-29 while broadening our under-
standing of the state’s role in creating one of the most  
destructive weapons in the military’s World War II inventory.

Postcards from Kansas
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The journal is available as one of many benefits of membership 
with the Kansas Historical Foundation. Find more information 
online at kshs.org/11413. 

Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains is published 
quarterly through a partnership between the Kansas Historical 
Foundation and the Department of History at Kansas State 
University. The Kansas Historical Foundation serves as a fund-
raising, fund management, membership, and retail organization to 
support and promote the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency 
that safeguards and shares the state’s history through the collection, 
preservation, and interpretation of its past. The Society’s collections 
and programs are diverse and are made available through its  
library and museum in Topeka, historic sites and classrooms across

the state, and publications and web-based resources accessible 
everywhere. The Department of History at Kansas State University 
is especially well-suited to the study of Kansas, agricultural, and 
environmental history. As a Land Grant school whose culture 
and economy have historically been shaped by the economy in 
the state, the history of Kansas holds a venerable place in the 
academic offerings of the University. Environmental history, with 
a particular focus on agricultural, water, and grassland issues in 
Kansas, has become increasingly more important to university 
research and curricula worldwide.

The journal publishes scholarly articles, edited documents, and 
other materials that contribute to an understanding of the history 
and cultural heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political, 
social, intellectual, cultural, economic, and institutional histories  
are welcome, as are biographical and historiographical interpreta-
tions and studies of archaeology, the built environment, and material 
culture. Articles emphasizing visual documentation, exceptional 
reminiscences, and autobiographical writings are also considered 
for publication. Genealogical studies are generally not accepted. 

Manuscripts are evaluated anonymously by scholars who 
determine their suitability for publication based on originality, 
quality of research, significance, and presentation, among other 
factors. Previously published articles or manuscripts that are 
being considered for publication elsewhere will not be considered. 
The editors reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles 
and will consult with the authors regarding such. The publishers 
assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made 
by contributors. 

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010). A style sheet, which 
includes a detailed explanation of the journal’s editorial policy, is 
available at kshs.org/12447. Articles appearing in Kansas History 
are available online at the Kansas Historical Society’s website 
(kshs.org/12445) and from EBSCO Publishing. They are available 
on microfilm from ProQuest Microfilms.

The Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing, which 
includes a plaque and an honorarium of two hundred dollars, is 
awarded each year for the best article published in Kansas History.

The editors welcome letters responding to any of the 
articles published in the journal. With the correspondent’s 
permission, those that contribute substantively to the 
scholarly dialogue by offering new insights or historical 
information may be published. All comments or editorial 
queries should be addressed to the editors, Kansas History: 
A Journal of the Central Plains, Department of History, Kansas 
State University, 208 Eisenhower Hall, Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, KS 66506-1002; 785-532-6730; email: KHJournal@ 
k-state.edu

Illustrations appearing in the journal, unless otherwise noted, 
are from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. Re-
productions of images from the Society’s collections are available

for purchase. Please contact the State Archives Division for order- 
ing information: kshs.org/14154; 785-272-8681, ext. 132.
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The Ballad of Ben and Stella Mae
Great Plains Outlaws Who Became FBI  
Public Enemies Nos. 1 and 2
Matthew Cecil

“In his ballad of bank robbers and a bullying FBI, Matthew Cecil parses 
the intricacies of public enemies, propaganda, and power. This book 
challenges the FBI’s narratives of dangerous desperadoes and their gun 
moll partners, delivering a fresh view of villains, heroes, and survivors. 
Cecil replaces legend and myth with the sad realities of random crime 
and imperfect justice.”—Thomas Fox Averill, author of rode and A 
Carol Dickens Christmas

“A fascinating and tragic tale of the hapless, young Topeka, Kansas, 
couple who found themselves on the FBI’s ‘Public Enemies’ list in  
1938–1939, more because of that agency’s culture than because of the 
crimes they had admittedly committed. Cecil’s well-told account, 
bolstered by his deep knowledge of the FBI, should be of real interest to 
Kansas and regional readers.”—Virgil Dean, editor of John Brown to Bob 
Dole: Movers and Shakers in Kansas History

208 pages, 25 photographs, Cloth $24.95, Ebook $24.95

Twenty-Five Years among the Indians 
and Buffalo
A Frontier Memoir
William D. Street

“Rich in everyday Kansas life on the farm, a covered wagon train 
experience, the military, and the last Indian raid in Kansas.”—Valley 
Falls Vindicator

“Twenty-five Years among the Indians and Buffalo, the memoir of William 
Street’s exciting decade on the Central Plains during the 1870s, is a 
treasure house for those interested in the history both of Kansas and of 
the American West. During this seminal decade of westward expansion, 
Street was an Indian fighter, a soldier, a buffalo hunter, a trapper, a 
homesteader, a town founder, and a cowboy. (Like Jack Crabb in 
Thomas Berger’s great novel, Little Big Man, Street seems to have been an 
active participant in nearly every occupation of the Old West.) Recorded 
in the early twentieth century, after Street had become a newspaper 
editor (which perhaps explains the clarity of his engaging prose), we 
gain new ground-level insights into activities, since mythologized, that 
were quotidian events for Street and his contemporaries.” —Jim Hoy, 
author of Flint Hills Cowboys: Tales from the Tallgrass Prairie

560 pages, 9 illustrations, Cloth $29.95, Ebook $29.95
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