
A collaboration of the Kansas Historical Foundation  
and the Department of History at Kansas State University

Kansas History
A Journal of the Central Plains

Volume 39, Number 1  |  Spring 2016



Early in the twentieth century Kodak introduced its 
customers to what it called “real photo postcards,” which let 
anyone with the right camera to make a postcard from any 
picture they took. When the federal government allowed such 
items to be mailed with address and message on the back in 
1907, the popularity of these postcards soared.

Shortly after America’s entry into World War I, the United 
States Army erected a monument locating the center of the 
nation near the newly constructed Camp Funston at Fort Riley, 

Kansas. This “real photo postcard” image of the “Ogden 
Monument” was likely made around 1917.  “The Competition 
to Claim Ownership of the Center of the Nation” is the subject 
of one of this issue’s feature articles, which focuses on the Smith 
County town of Lebanon, 140 miles west of Ogden. Lebanon 
captured official designation of the geographic center of the U.S. 
in 1940, but its proud claim was immediately and continually 
challenged by states and towns throughout the region for 
promotional and legitimate geographic reasons.  

Postcards from Kansas

Geographic center monument, Fort Riley, ca. 1917
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The journal is available as one of many benefits of membership 
with the Kansas Historical Foundation. Find more information 
online at kshs.org/11413. 

Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains is published 
quarterly through a partnership between the Kansas Historical 
Foundation and the Department of History at Kansas State 
University. The Kansas Historical Foundation serves as a fund-
raising, fund management, membership, and retail organization to 
support and promote the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency 
that safeguards and shares the state’s history through the collection, 
preservation, and interpretation of its past. The Society’s collections 
and programs are diverse and are made available through its  
library and museum in Topeka, historic sites and classrooms across

the state, and publications and web-based resources accessible 
everywhere. The Department of History at Kansas State University 
is especially well-suited to the study of Kansas, agricultural, and 
environmental history. As a Land Grant school whose culture 
and economy have historically been shaped by the economy in 
the state, the history of Kansas holds a venerable place in the 
academic offerings of the University. Environmental history, with 
a particular focus on agricultural, water, and grassland issues in 
Kansas, has become increasingly more important to university 
research and curricula worldwide.

The journal publishes scholarly articles, edited documents, and 
other materials that contribute to an understanding of the history 
and cultural heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political, 
social, intellectual, cultural, economic, and institutional histories  
are welcome, as are biographical and historiographical interpreta-
tions and studies of archaeology, the built environment, and material 
culture. Articles emphasizing visual documentation, exceptional 
reminiscences, and autobiographical writings are also considered 
for publication. Genealogical studies are generally not accepted. 

Manuscripts are evaluated anonymously by scholars who 
determine their suitability for publication based on originality, 
quality of research, significance, and presentation, among other 
factors. Previously published articles or manuscripts that are 
being considered for publication elsewhere will not be considered. 
The editors reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles 
and will consult with the authors regarding such. The publishers 
assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made 
by contributors. 

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010). A style sheet, which 
includes a detailed explanation of the journal’s editorial policy, is 
available at kshs.org/12447. Articles appearing in Kansas History 
are available online at the Kansas Historical Society’s website 
(kshs.org/12445) and from EBSCO Publishing. They are available 
on microfilm from ProQuest Microfilms.

The Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing, which 
includes a plaque and an honorarium of two hundred dollars, is 
awarded each year for the best article published in Kansas History.

The editors welcome letters responding to any of the 
articles published in the journal. With the correspondent’s 
permission, those that contribute substantively to the 
scholarly dialogue by offering new insights or historical 
information may be published. All comments or editorial 
queries should be addressed to the editors, Kansas History: 
A Journal of the Central Plains, Department of History, Kansas 
State University, 208 Eisenhower Hall, Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, KS 66506-1002; 785-532-6730; email: KHJournal@ 
k-state.edu

Illustrations appearing in the journal, unless otherwise noted, 
are from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. Re-
productions of images from the Society’s collections are available

for purchase. Please contact the State Archives Division for order- 
ing information: kshs.org/14154; 785-272-8681, ext. 132.
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Twenty-Five Years among the Indians 
and Buffalo
A Frontier Memoir
William D. Street

“William D. Street’s memoir of life on the central and northern Great Plains 
as a teamster, soldier, homesteader, trapper, buffalo hunter, scout, and 
cowboy is about as exciting as it gets for a vivid, page-turning reminiscence 
of the Old West. This is an important and highly recommended memoir.” 
—John Monnett, author of Tell Them We Are Going Home: The Odyssey of 
the Northern Cheyennes

“Twenty-Five Years among the Indians and Buffalo offers an interesting,  
highly readable, and informative personal narrative covering events and 
experiences of real significance for early, post–Civil War settlement of 
Kansas and the Great Plains. The narrator, Bill Street, who goes on to 
become a Kansan of some notoriety in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century, recounts in great detail his experiences as a teenage muleskinner 
in the 1860s, a trooper in the Nineteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry 
involved in the famous winter campaign of 1868–1869, a homesteader and 
town builder in Jewell and Decatur counties, a High Plains hunter and 
trapper, a cowboy, and more. This is a significant contribution to the 
literature in the tradition of many other ‘eyewitness’ accounts from the 
nineteenth century.”—Virgil Dean, editor of John Brown to Bob Dole: 
Movers and Shakers in Kansas History

560 pages, 9 illustrations, Cloth $29.95, Ebook $29.95

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Frontier Manhattan 
Yankee Settlement to Kansas Town, 1854–1894 
Kevin G. W. Olson

“A lively and well-researched study.”—Kansas History

“Kevin Olson has fashioned an exceptionally thorough account of the first 
decades of Manhattan, Kansas—the Little Apple. In a significant way, 
Olson chronicles the development of the city through the lives of Isaac and 
Ellen. With excellent research and clear writing, Olson gives a fascinating, 
detailed picture of life in Manhattan from its founding as an anti-slavery 
stronghold called Boston to its social and economic transformation into a 
quiet midwestern college town, one governed by political moderates.” 
—Manhattan Mercury

Winner of the Kansas State Historical Society’s Tihen Historical  
Publication Award 
A Kansas Notable Book
284 pages, 45 photographs, Paper $24.95, Ebook $24.95
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