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The Republican members of this eommittee, Collamer and Doolittle, said that
“the lessons which it teaches furnish many considerations of security against its
repetition. The fatal termination of the enteprise in the death and execution of so
large a part of the number engaged; the dispersion of the small remainder as fugi-
tives in the land; the entire disinelination of the slaves to insurrection, or to receive
aid for that purpose, which was there exhibited; the very limited number and pecu-
liar character of the conspirators, all combine to furnish assurance against the most
distant probability of its repetition.” It is evident from all the facts in the case,
that this raid not only did not help, but hindered the Republican cause, and that it
did not have a feather's weight in causing the Rebellion, or the destruction of slav-
ery in consequence of it.

Let us reverse the picture for a moment. Buppose, instead of a Free State a
Blave State had been secured in Kansas, with the power to extend the institution at
will, into all the Territories. Suppose, as a consequence, the Kansas struggle had
not “made” a vietorious Republican party in 1860, but had secured the election of
Breckinridge, the Southern candidate for President: would the South have then
seceded, and would slavery have been abolished? And would either event have
transpired in consequence of the Harper's Ferry raid, or five hundred such raids?
Cook had been at Harper’s Ferry some twelve months, and Brown and his followers
four or five months, and yet not a slave had been enlisted for the crusade by either.
How much effect would such a raid have to produce secession or the abolition of
slavery, with Kansas and the Federal Government in the secure possession of the
South?

No, no; the flood-tide of slavery extension received its first permanent check in
Kansas, and it was the refluent wave from her borders that carried Abraham Lincoln
into the White House, drove the South into rebellion, and buried slavery so deep
that for it there can be no resurrection. Not only is the State of Kansas thus in-
debted to the Territory, but the late slave Btates, that contended so earnestly to
extend their peculiar institution, are doubly indebted. These States have not only
been redeemed from a blighting curse, but have been prospered in every way as
never before in their history. 8o general and wide-spread is their prosperity that
8o far as known not a eitizen can be found in the entire South who would reéstablish
slavery if he could. But the blessings resulting from the Territorial struggle do not
stop here, for the Nation itself has been born again, with that birth which brings
with it “Peace on earth, and good-will to men.,” The old contentions, bitterness
and irrepressible confliet between the North and South, have given place to mutual
respeet, love and good-will. The United Btates now constitute a Union in reality as
well as in name, with like institutions, like aspirations, and a common destiny. Our
Union thﬂcemented, has become the envy of all nations, and a terror to all enemies.
The freest, happiest and most prosperous people on the globe, we have become a
place of refuge for the oppressed of all nations. Such being the result of the Ter-
ritorial conflict, well may the contestants embrace each other on the twenty-fifth
birthday of this wonderful State, and henceforth dwell together in unity, under a
Government that knows no North, no South, no East, no West, but that iz *“one
and inseparable, now and forever.”

ADDRESS OF GOV. JOHN A. MARTIN.

At the close of his address, and after music by the band, ex-Governor
Robinson introduced to the audience Governor John A. Martin, in a few
remarks referring to the latter’s public career in Kansas to the present time;
to his long and useful services as an editor, and to his brilliant military
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services during the war. Governor Martin then delivered the following
address:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF KANSAS.

Mr. Chairman, and Ladies and Gentlemen: In Grecian mythology it is related that
Zeus, warned by an oracle that the son of his spouse, Metis, would snatch supremacy
from him, swallowed both Metis and her unborn child. When the time of birth
arrived, Zeus felt a violent pain in his head, and in his agony requested Hephwmstus
to cleave the head open with an ax. His request was complied with, and from the
brain of the great god sprang Athena, full-armed and with a mighty war-shout. She
at once assumed a high place among the divinities of Olympus. She first took part
in the discussions of the gods as an opponent of the savage Ares. She gave counsel
to her father against the giants; and she slew Encelidus, the most powerful of those
who conspired against Zeus, and buried him under Mt. Etna. She became the pa-
tron of heroism among men, and her active and original genius inspired their em-
ployment. The agriculturist and the mechanic were under her special protection,
and the philosopher, the poet and the orator delighted in her favor. The mgis was
in her helmet, and she represented the ether— pure air. She was worshipped at
Athens because she caused the olive to grow on the bare rock of the Acropolis. She
was also the protectress of the arts of peace among women. She bore in her hand
thé spool, the spindle, and the needle, and she invented and excelled in all the work
of women. She was the goddess of wisdom and the symbol of thought; she repre-
sented military skill and civic prudence. In war she was heroic and invineible; in
peace she was wise, strong, inventive, and industrions.

THE ATHENA OF AMERICAN STATES.

Kansas is the Athena of American States. Thirty-six years ago the Slave Oli-
garchy ruled this country. Fearing that the birth of new States in the West would
rob it of supremacy, the Slave Power swallowed the Missouri Compromise, which
had dedicated the Northwest to Freedom. The industrions North, aroused and in-
dignant, struck quick and hard, and Kansas, full-armed, shouting the war-ery of
Liberty, and nerved with invincible courage, sprang into the Union. She at once
assumed a high place among the States. She was the deadly enemy of Slavery; she
gave voice and potency to the demand for its abolition; and she aided in burying
Secession in its unhonored grave. The war over, she beeame the patron, as she had
been during its continuance the exemplar, of heroism, and a hundred thousand sol-
diers of the Union found homes within the shelter of her embracing arms. The
agriculturist and the mechanic were charmed by her ample resources and inspired
by her eager enterprise. Edueation found in her a generous patron, and to litera-
ture, art and science she has been a steadfast friend. Her pure atmosphere invigor-
ated all. A desert disfigured the map of the Continent, and she covered it with fields
of golden wheat and tasseling corn. She has extended to the protection of
generous laws and of enlarged opportunities for usefulness. In war shewas valiant
and indomitable, and in peace she has been intelligent, energetie, progressive, and
enterprising. The modern Athena, type of the great Greek goddess, is our Kansas.

THE CHILD OF A GREAT ERA.

1t is not a long lapse of time since the 29th of January, 1861. A boy born during
that eventful year cast his first Presidential vote at the last election. But no other
period of the world's history has been so fertile in invention, so potential in thought,
50 restless and aggressive in energy, or 80 erowded with sublime achievements, as
the quarter-century succeeding the admission of Kansas as a State. During that
period occurred the greatest war the world has ever known. An industrious, self-
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governed, peace-loving people, transfigured by the inspiration of patriotism and
freedom, became, within a twelve-month, a Nation of trained and diseiplined war-
riors. Human slavery, entrenched for centuries in iaw, tradition, wealth, and pride
of race, was annihilated, and five million slaves were clothed with the powers and
responsibilities of citizenship. The Continent was girdled with railroad and tele-
graph lines. In 1860 there were only 81,186 miles of railway in the United States;
there are now fully 180,000 miles. Less than 50,000 miles of telegraph wires were
stretched at the date of the admission of Kansas; there are now nearly 800,000 miles.
The telephone and the electric light are fruits of this period, and the improvements
and inventions in farm implements, in books and newspapers, in all the appliances
of mechanical industry, and in the arts and sciences, have revolutionized nearly
every department of human activity.

When this marvelous era dawned npon the world, Kansas was a fiction of the
geographers. On the map of our country it was marked as a desert, and the few
explorers who had penetrated its vast solitudes deseribed it as an arid and sandy
waste, fit only for the wild bison, or the wilder Indian. There it had lain for cen-
turies, voiceless and changeless, waiting for the miracle of civilization to touch and
transform it.

The passage of the Kansas-Nebragka bill made Kansas the central figure in a tre-
mendous conflict. It became not only the child of a marvelous epoch, and heir to
all the progress, the achievements and the glory of that epoch, but it stood for an
idea; it represented a principle; and that idea and principle thrilled the heart and
awakened the conscience of the Nation. That a State cradled amid such events,
schooled during such a period, and inspired by such sentiments, should, in its
growth and development, illustrate these mighty energies and impulses, was inevi-
table. The Kansas of to-day is only the logical sequence of the influences and
agencies that have surrounded, shaped and directed every step and stage of the
State's material and administrative progress.

NOT THE HISTORIAN.

1 am not, however, the historian of this oceasion. Very properly the committee
assigned to my honored predecessor, the first Governor of the State—who has been
with and of it during all the lights and shadows of thirty-one revolving years — the
duty of presenting an historical sketch of the difficulties and dangers through
which Kansas was “added to the stars,” and became one of the brightest in the con-
stellagjon of the Union. To me was allotted another task—that of presenting, as
briefly and as clearly as I am able, the material development of Kansas, and her pres-
ent condition and position. It is at once a delightful and a difficult task. The
growth of Kansas is a theme which has always enlisted my interest and excited my
pride. But I cannot hope to present any adequate picture of the Kansas you know
80 well— the Kansas of your love and of your faith; the imperial young State, at
once the enigma and the wonder of American commonwealths.

THREE PERIODS OF DEVELOFPMENT.

The development of Kansas, it seems to me, has had three periods, which may
properly be called the decades of War, of Uncertainty, and of Triumph. From
1855 to 1865, Kansas was an armed camp. The border troubles, outbreaking late in
1854, continued until the Rebellion was inaugurated. Kansas, in fact, began the war
six years before the Nation had fired a shot, and the call to arms in 1861 found here
a singularly martial people, who responded with unparallelled enthusiasm to the
President’s demands for men. Inless than a year ten full regiments were organized,
and before the close of the war Kansas had sent over twenty thousand soldiers to
the field, out of a population of but little more than a hundred thousand. Fields,
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workshops, offices and schools were deserted, and the patient and heroic women who
had kept weary vigils during all the dark and desolate days of the border troubles,
now waited in their lonely-homes for tidings from the larger field of the civil war.

1t is doubtful whether Kansas increased, either in population or wealth, from 1861
to 1864. But the young Btate grew in public interest and reputation, and when the
heroic men, whose valor and patriotism had saved the Republie, began to be mus-
tered out, Kansas offered an inviting field for their energy, and they eame hither in
great numbers. The population of the State, which was 107,206 in 1860, had in-
creased to 140,179 in 1865. The assessed value of its property increased from $22,-
518,282 to $86,110,000 during the same period, and the land in farms from 1,778,400
to 8,600,000 acres. It was not a “boom,” nor was it stagnation and decay. Yet it
is probable that nearly the whole of the growth shown by these figures dates from
the spring of 1864.

The real development of Kansas began in 1865, and it has known few interrup-
tions since. The census of 1870 showed a population of 564,809 —an increase of
124,220 in five years, or nearly double the population of 1865. Railroad building
also began in 1865, and 1,283 miles were completed by 1870, The home-returning
soldiers and the railroads came together. Immigrants to other States came in slow-
moving canal boats or canvas-covered wagons, but they came to Kansas in the light-
ning express, and most of them went to their claims in comfortable cars, drawn by
that marvel of modern mechanism, the locomotive. Our State has never had a
« goonskin-cap " population. It is the child of the prairies, not of the forest. It
has always attracted men of intelligence, who knew a good thing when they saw it.
They brought with them the school, the chureh, and the printing press; they planted
an orehard and a grove as soon as they had harvested their first crop; and if they
were compelled to live in a dug-out the first year or two, they were reasonably cer-
tain to own a comfortable house the third.

THE PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY.

The period from 1865 to 1875 was, however, a period of uncertainty. Kansas re-
mained an experiment. The drouth and grasshopper invasion of 1860, a menacing
memory for many years, had just begun to grow dim when the drouth of 1873 and
the still more disastrous drouth and locust invasion of 1874 revived its recollection,
and intensified the uncertainty it had inspired. The intervening years were not, it
is true, without their exaltation and trinmphs. Luxuriant harvests followed the dis-
aster of 1860, year after year in unbroken succession, until 1873, and we indulged in
much jubilant boasting and self-gratulation over our fruitful soil, our benign climate,
and our gracious seasons. But over and through it all brooded and ran a feeling of
question or uncertainty, which manifested itself in many ways. The newspapers,
while affecting to sneer at those who did not believe Kansas to be a country where
rains always came just when they were wanted, nevertheless recorded every rain with
suspicious prominence. Even the corner-lot speculator watched the clouds while he
was denouncing the slanderers who asserted that Kansas was “a dry country.” “Me-
thinks the lady doth protest too much,” might have been said of the Kansans who,
from 1865 to 1875, vehemently maintained that the normal condition of Kansas was
that of a quagmire. .

And in the midst of it all, came 1873 and 1874, with their twin devastations and
calamities. A fierce sun rose and set for months in a cloudless sky; the parched
earth shrank and cracked; and the crops withered and shriveled in winds as hot as
the breath of a furnace. But as if the destruction thus wrought was not enough, out
from the northwest eame elouds of insects, darkening the sun in their baleful flight,
and leaving the very abomination of desolation wherever they alighted. It was then
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that the bravest quailed, and our sturdiest farmers abandoned all hope. Thousands
of people, now among our most prosperous citizens, would have sold everything
they possessed for one-sixth of its value, during the year 1874, and abandoned the
State forever. But they eould find no purchasers, even at such a price.

Somehow — and I mention the fact to their everlasting credit— many of the news-
papers of Kansas never lost heart or hope during that distressful season. They
lauded the State more earnestly, if possible, than ever before. They asserted, with
vehement iteration, that the season was exceptional and phenomenal. They ex-
horted the people to keep up courage, and confidently predicted abundant harvests
next year. And to their influence more than any other, is due the fact that Kansas
survived the drouth and grasshopper invasion of 1874 with so little loss of popula-
tion.

THE PERIOD OF TRIUMPH.

The period of trinmph began in 1875, While the world was still talking of our
Btate as a drouth-powdered and insect-eaten country, Kansas was preparing for the
Centennial, and getting ready for a great future. And in 1876, she sprang into the
arena of Nations with a display of her produets and resoureces which eclipsed them
all, and excited the wonder and admiration of the whole eivilized earth.

From that time to this the development of Kansas has never known a halt, nor
have the hopes of our citizens ever been troubled by a doubt. More permanent and
costly homes have been builded, more stately public edifices have been reared, more
gubstantial improvements have been made on farms and in towns, more wealth has
been accumulated, during the decade beginning in 1875, than during the two previous
decades. No citizen of Kansas, from that day to this, has ever written a letter, made
a apeech, or talked at home or abroad, with his fellow-citizens or with strangers,
without exalting the resources and glorifying the greatness of the State. No Legis-
lature, since that time, has ever doubted the ability of the State to do anything it
pleased to do.

A new Kansas has been developed during that period. The youth of 1875 has
grown to the full stature and strength of confident and intelligent manhood. The
people have forgotten to talk of drouths, which are no more incident to Kansas than
to Ohio or Illinois. They no longer watch the clouds when rain has not fallen for
two weeks. The newspapers no longer chronicle rains as if they were uncommon
visitations. A great many things besides the saloons have gone, and gone to stay.
Thn.Q(me-huuter and the buffalo-hunter of the Plains, the Indian and his reserva-
tions, the jayhawkers and the Wild Bills, the Texas steer and the cowhoy, the buffalo
grass and the dug-outs, the loneliness and immensity of the unpeopled prairies, the in-
finite stretching of the plains, unbroken by tree or shrub, by fence or house-
all these have vanished, or are rapidly vanishing. In their stead has come, and
come to stay, an aggressive, energetie, cultured, sober, law-respecting eivilization.
Labor-saving machines sweep majestically through fields of golden wheat or sprout-
ing corn; blooded stock lazily feed in meadows of blue-stem, timothy, or clover; com-
fortable houses dot every hill-top and valley; forests, orchards and hedge-rows
diversify the loveliness of the landscape; and where isolation and wildness brooded,
the majestie lyric of prosperous industry is echoing over eighty-one thousand square
miles of the loveliest and most fertile country that the sun, in his daily journey,
lights and warms. The voiceless Sphynx of thirty years ago has become the whis-
pering-gallery of the continent. The oppressed Territory of 1855, the beggared State
of 1874, has become a prince, ruling the markets of the world with opulent harvests.

THE FACTS OF THE CENSUS.

I am not, in thus exalting the growth and prosperity, of Kansas, speaking reck-
lessly, as I shall show by statistics compiled from the census and agricultural reports
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of the United States and our own State. Figures are always dry, I know. But
when they tell the pleasant story of the march of eivilization into, and over a new
land, surely they cannot fail to interest men and women who have themselves
marched with this conquering army of industry and peace.

THE GROWTH OF KANSAS WITHOUT PARALLEL.

The growth of Kansas has had no parallel. The great States of New York and
Pennsylvania were nearly a hundred and fifty years in attaining a population Kansas
has reached in thirty years. Kentucky was eighty years, Tennessee seventy-five,
Alabama ninety, Ohio forty-five, and Massachusetts, New Jersey, Georgia, and North
and South Carolina each over a hundred years, in reaching the present population
of Kansas. Even the marvelous growth of the great States of the West has been
surpassed by that of Kansas. Illinois was organized as a Territory in 1810, and
thirty years later had only 691,392 inhabitants, or not mueh more than one-half the
present population of this State. Indiana was organized in 1800, and sixty years
later had a population of only 1,850,428, Iowa was organized as a Territory in 1838,
and had, at that date, s population of nearly 40,000. In 1870 it had only 1,194,020
inhabitants. Missouri was organized in 1812, with a population of over 40,000, and
fifty years later had only 1,182,012. Michigan and Wisconsin, after fifty years of
growth, did not have as many people as Kansas has to-day; and Texas, admitted
into the Union in 1845, with a population of 150,000, had, thirty-five years later,
only 815,579 inhabitants.

In 1861, Kansas ranked in population as the thirty-third State of the Union; in
1870 it was the twenty-ninth; in 1880 the twentieth; and it is now the fifteenth.
During the past quarter of a century Kansas has outstripped Oregon, Rhode Island,
Delaware, Florida, Arkansas, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Maine, Minne-
sota, Maryland, Mississippi, California, North and South Carolina, Alabama, Wis-
eonsin, and New Jersey — all States before the 20th of January, 1861. Of the Northern
States only eight, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts,
Michigan, and Iowa, and of the Southern States onmly six, Georgia, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Missouri, Virginia, and Texas, now outrank Kansas in population. At
the close of the present decade Kansas will, I am confident, rank as the eleventh
State of the American Union, and will round out the Nineteenth Century as the
sixth or seventh.

In the following table the population of Kansas, as shown by the first census of
the Territory, taken in January, 1855, and the official enumerations made every five
years thereafter, is shown. The figures also exhibit the proportion of white and
colored, and of native and foreign-born inhabitants; the increase of population
every five years, and the density of population per square mile of territory at the
close of each period. The State census taken in 1865, however, did not show the
proportion of native and foreign-born citizens:

=== —
| |  Native | Foreign-
I population. |

816 |
12,909
18,022
85,344
48,041
48,207

*Census of March, 1885,
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TOWNS AND CITIES.

In 1860 there were only ten towns and cities in Kansas having a population in
excess of 500 each; only three having over 1,000 each; and only one having 5,000 in-
habitants. In 1880, ninety-nine towns each had a population in excess of 500; fifty-
five towns and cities had each over 1,000 inhabitants; six had each over 5,000; and
three had over 15,000 each. In 1885, each of one hundred and fifty-four towns had
over 500 population; ninety-one towns and cities had each over 1,000; twelve had
each over 5,000; six had each over 10,000; four had each over 15,000; and two had
each more than 20,000.

ORIGIN AND CHARACTER OF THE POPULATION.

The origin and character of the population in Kansas is, in this conneetion, worthy
of special note. Every State in the Union, and every Territory except Alaska, con-
tributed to the population of this State. The United States census of 1880 shows
that 238,066 persons born in Kansas were then living in the State. The singular
fact that native-born Kansans were then living in every State and Territory, is
shown by the same authority. Tllinois contributed 106,992 to our population; Ohio,
93,806; Indiana, 77,096; Missouri, 60,228; Pennsylvania, 59,286; Iowa, 55,972; New
York, 48,779; and Kentucky, 32,979. Three other States — Tennessee, Virginia, and
Wisconsin — each contributed over 15,000; and all others less than that number.

The same authority shows that the so-called “exodus” from the South has been
greatly exaggerated, Louisiana and Mississippi furnishing only 4,067 of our colored
population, while nearly 19,000 came from the three States of Kentucky, Missouri,
and Tennessee.

The colored people constitute, at the present time, less than four per cent. of our
total population, and the inhabitants of foreign birth a little more than ten per
cent. of the total.

: THE MATERIAL RESOURCES OF KANSAS

The growth of our State in population has not, however, equaled the development
of its material resources., The United States census of 1880 shows that while Kan-
sas, at that date, ranked as the twentieth State in population, it was the eighth State
in the number and value of its live stock, the seventeenth in farm produets, the four-
teenth in value of farm products per capita, the twentieth in wealth, the thirteenth
4g education, the seventeenth in the amount of its indebtedness — State and muniei-
pal—and the twenty-fourth in manufactures. Onlyone State— Nebraska —shows a
smaller proportion of persons unable to read and write. And in twenty-eight of the
forty-seven States and Territories, taxation, per capita, was greater than it is in
Kansas.

In 1880 Kansas was the sixth corn-producing State of the Union. Only Illinois,
Towa, Missouri, Indiana, and Ohio then produced larger crops of this cereal. But
the corn product of Kanses, that year, was only 101,421,718 bushels, ‘while for the
year 1885 it was 194,130,814 bushels, or nearly double the crop of 1880.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.

In the following table the aggregate of the corn, wheat, oats, potato, and hay pro-
ducts of Kansas, for the years 1860 and 1865, and for each year thereafter, is given.
The figures, prior to 1875, are compiled from the reports of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture; those following, from the reports of the Secretary of our
own State Board of Agriculture:
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In presenting these figures it is worthy of note that while, as already stated, the
TU. 8. census reports for 1880 show that Kansas ranked as the twentieth State in pop-
alation and the sixth in its corn product, it was also the eleventh wheat-producing
State of the Union, the eleventh in its oats product, sixteenth in barley, tenth in rye,
eighth in hay, and seventeenth in potatoes. Thus the rank of Kansas, in agrienl-
tural products, was far ahead of her rank in population.

THE AREA OF KANSAS.

The total area of Kansas is 52,288,000 acres. In 1865 only 248,712 acres of this
vast territory were under cultivation; in 1870 the area aggregated 1,860,000 acres; in
1875, 4,749,900 acres; in 1880, 8,868,884 acres; and in 1885, 14,252,815 acres. In the
following table I have compiled figures showing the area under cultivation, and the
value of the erops produced in Kansas each year, from 1865 to 1885, inclusive:

Year. ‘ Acres in Value of

erops.
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VALUE OF FARM CROPS.

The value of the farm crops of Kansas, for the five years ending with 1870, ag-
gregated §59,298,414; for the next succeeding five years their value was £135,958,214;
for the next five years, $264,334,824; and for the five years ending with 1885 the farm
crops of Kansas aggregated in value $508,485,316. Thus during the past twenty
years the farmers of Kansas have produced crops whose aggregate value reached the
enormous sum of $968,076,768.

FARMS AND FARM PRODUCTS.

The increase in the value of farms, of farm implements, and of farm products, (in-
cluding farm crops, products of live stock, and market garden, apiarian and horti-
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cultural produets,) is shown in the following table. It will be seen that these values
have generally doubled every five years.

P’a{m of farm Value of

Year. | Value of farma. | Jfarm

E I implements, produets,
1860, | $12,258,239 £727,604 £4,878,850
1865..... | 24,796,585 | 1,200,720 | 10,653,285
1870..... | 90,327,040 | 4,038,812 | 27,630,651
1875 123,852,466 | 7,995,645 | 43,970,414
1880 235,176,986 | 15,652,848 | 84,521,486
1885......... 408,075,454 | 9,604,117 | 148,577,018

The value of the farm products of Kansas, from 1876 to 1880, inclusive, aggregated
$866,6567,802, while their value from 1881 to 1885, inclusive, aggregated the enormous
sum of 788,676,912,

TAXABLE ACRES,

The steady development of the State is further illustrated by the figures showing
the increase of taxable acres. In 1860 only 1,778,400 acres were subject to taxation;
in 1865 this area had been enlarged to 3,600,000 acres; in 1870 to 8,480,889 acres; in
1875 to 17,672,187 acres, in 1880 to 22,886,485 acres; and in 1885 to 27,710,981 acres.

LIVE STOCK,

In the number and value of its live stock, Kansas ranked, in 1880, as the eighth
State of the Union. In 1860 the live stock of Kansas aggregated in value only a
little over three million dollars; in 1865 it aggregated over seven millions; in 1870,
over twenty-three millions; in 1875, nearly twenty-nine millions; in 1880, over sixty-
one millions; and in 1885, nearly one hundred and eighteen million dollars. The
following table gives the number of horses, mules, cows, cattle, sheep, and swine,
and their aggregate value, for the years 1861 and 1865, and every year thereafter to
and including 1885:

T T
Mules Conos, i Cattle Sheep. Swine. ! g

20,344 1,496 28,550 ‘ 74,905 17,669 | 138,224 §3,332,450
82,469 2,400 71,996 | 130,307 82,662 | 95,429 7,324,659
8,968 2,863 82,075 | 139,428 108,287 | 127,876 9,127,306
39,968 2,936 85,120 | 140,560 106,287 | 132,750 10,081,590
42,850 2,405 89,461 | 146,399 101,789 140,662 9,962,811
50,573 2,507 109,142 | 165,430 107,896 137,848 12,902,880
117,786 11,786 123,440 | 250,527 | 109,088 206,587 23,178,185
156,000 14,900 162,000 | 345,000 115,000 ¥ 81,823,484
180,900 16,300 191,100 497,400 116,100 881,000 28,488, T04
198,900 17, 214,000 457,000 123,000 457,200 80,013,898
220,700 19,100 231,000 | 507,200 141,000 484,600 81,163,058
207,376 24, 2028 | 478,295 106,224 292,658 28,610,257
214,811 26,421 227,274 | 473,350 148,962 330,355 82,489,293
241,208 | 82,628 261,642 | 519,346 205,770 704,862 83,015,647
274,450 | 40,564 256,241 | 586,002 243,760 1,195,044 86,918,534
824,766 | 51,981 522,020 | 1448 311,862 1,264,494 54,775,497
367,589 58,303 366,640 748,672 428,492 1,281,630 61,563,956
383, 58,780 406,706 9,751 806,323 1,178,199 069,814,840
398,678 56,654 433,881 971,116 978,077 1,228,683 83,869,199
423,426 59,262 | . 471,548 1,133,154 1,154,196 1,893,068 | 104,339,848
461,136 64,889 530,904 1,328,021 2206, 1,958,144 | 115,645,050
518,507 76,165 575,887 | 1 1897,131 875,198 | 2,461,520 | 117,881,609

THE WEALTH OF AN AGRICULTURAL STATE.

Kansas is an agricu]ltum] State. It has no gold or silver, no iron, and just coal
enough to furnish fuel. It is the farmers’ and stockmen’s State. Its development
simply shows what good old Mother Earth, when in her happiest vein, can do. “Ag-
riculture,” says Colton, “is the most certain source of strength, wealth, and inde-
pendence; commerce, in all emergencies, looks to agriculture both for defense and
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for supply.” The growth and prosperity of Kansas afford a striking illustration of
what intelligent farmers, with a productive soil and a genial climate for their work-
shop, ean accomplish —what wealth they can create, what enterprise they can stim-
ulate. .

It is difficult, however, to comprehend what the figures I have given, showing the
amounts and values of Kansas products, really represent. When we read that Kansas
produced, last year, 194,130,000 bushels of corn, the nine figures set down do not
convey any adequate idea of the bulk and weight of this crop. But when it is stated
that the corn crop of Kansas for 1885 would fill 485,000 freight cars, and load a train
2,847 miles long — reaching from Ogden, Utah, to Boston — we begin to comprehend
what the figures stand for.

The wheat crop of the State, last year, was called a failure. It was, for Kansas.
And yet it would fill 31,939 grain cars, and load a train 189 miles in length. The
oats crop of the Btate, for the same year, would fill 44,885 cars, and load a train 260
miles long; while the hay erop would load 768,584 ears, making a train 4,510 miles
long.

These four crops of Kansas, for 1885, would fill 1,329,808 grain cars, and load a
train 7,804 miles in length. In other words, the corn, wheat, oats, and hay produced
in Kansas last year would load a train reaching from Boston to San Franeiseo by
the Union Pacific route, and back sgain from San Francisco to Boston by the
Atehison, Topeka & Santa Fé route.

: COMPARATIVE VALUES.

In speaking of the value of the farm crops and farm products of Kansas, I can
present a clearer idea of the wealth our farmers have digged out of the earth by
some comparisons. In 1881 the produects of all the gold and silver mines in the
United States aggregated only $77,700,000; for 1882 they aggregated $79,300,000;
for 1888 $76,200,000; and for 1884, $£79,600,000—making a total, for those four years,
of $£812,800,000. The value of the field crops of Kansas, for the same years, aggre-
gated $411,092,498; and the farm products of the State for the same period aggre-
gated in value $595,099,894 — or very nearly double the aggregate of all the gold and
silver products of all the mines of the country.

The gold and silver products of the world average about §208,000,000 per annum.
The farm products of Kansas for 1885 aggregated £143,577,018, or nearly three-
fourths the value of the gold and silver product of the world.

For the past four years the farm products of Kansas have aggregated in value
each year more than double the annual yield of all the gold and silver mines of the
United States.

The gold and silver products of Colorado, for 1888, aggregated only $20,250,000;
those of California, §16,600,000; of Nevada, §9,100,000; of Montana, $9,170,000; of
Utah, £6,920,000; of Arizona, £5,480,000; and of New Mexico, $8,300,000. Thecorn
crop of Kansas for the same year was alone worth more money than the combined gold
and silver products of Colorado, California and Nevada; the oat crop of Kansas was
worth 705,000 more than the gold and silyer product of Arizona; and the Irish
potato erop of Kansas was worth more than the gold and silver product of New
Mexieco.

PROPERTY VALUATIONS.

The property valuations of Kansas have increased in steady proportion with the
growth of the State in population and productions. In 1860 the true valuation of
all the property of the State was estimated at $81,327,801; in 1865 it was estimated
at §72,252,180; in 1870 it had increased to $188,802,014; in 1875 to $242,566,862; in
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1880 to $321,783,387; and for 1885 the true valuation, at a very moderate estimate,
was $550,000,000.

The following table presents the assessed valuation of all the property of the
State for the years mentioned, and also the assessed valuation of all the real, per-
sonal; and railroad property. It will be seen that the increase in the total assessed
values from 1865 to 1875 was $85,484,844, while from 1875 to 1885 it was $127,800,928:

Year, Total, | Real estate. ‘ Personal, Railroad

1860 $22,518,282 816,088, 602 1.

1865 36,126,090 28,133,276

1870 92,100, 520 65,499, 365

1875, 121,476,862 89,775,784

1880 160,801,689 108,452,049

1885, 248,845,276 161,791,641 | 56,685,818 30,367,817

*In 1865 and 1870, the railroad property was 1 as 1, and is included under that head.

KANSAS MANUFACTURES.

Kansas is not a manufacturing State. Its prosperity is based upon the plow.
It has, however, coal deposits equal to the needs of its population, valuable lead
mines in the southeast, and salt and gypsum in abundance. But the manufacturing
establishments of the State aresteadily increasing in importance as well as in number.
In its flouring and grist mills Kansas ranked, in 1880, as the thirteenth State of the
Union; in meat packing, as the twelfth; and in cheese products, as the fourteenth.

In the following table the number of manufacturing establishments, including
mines and railroad shops, their capital, products, ete., is given for the years named:

| 1
Year. m""‘i Capital. | Bmployts.|  Wages, ‘ e
1860, 344 ‘ $1,084,085 | 1,735 | #880,346 | 84,857,408
1870 1,470 4,319,060 | 6,844 2,377,511 11,775,833
1880, 2,803 | 11,191,815 | 10,062 | 3,995,010 [ 30,848,777
1885, 8,900 | 19,000,000 16, 006 | " A [ 48,000,000

*Partly estimated,
TRANSBPORTATION FACILITIES.

. The transportation facilities of Kansas are unsurpassed. Only seven States of the

Union — New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, and Missouri — have
within their borders more miles of completed railway than has Kansas. For fully
two hundred miles west of our eastern border, every county except one is traversed
by from one to six lines of railway. There are eighty-six organized and eleven
unorganized counties in the State, and of these all except fourteen organized and
seven unorganized counties have railways within their limits. In 1864, Kansas had
not a mile of completed rai'road. In 1870 we had 1,288 miles; in 1875 over 1,887
miles; in 1880 an aggregate of 3,104 miles, and there are now 4,750 miles of com-
pleted railway in Kansas.
THE SCHOOLE OF KANSAS

Education has gone hand in hand with the material growth of Kansas. It has
been the boast of our people, for twenty years past, that the best building in every
city, town or hamlet in the State was the school house. The census of 1880 revealed
the fact that only 25,508 inhabitants of Kansas, over ten years age, were unable to
read. The growth of our school system is shown by the following figures:



n 1861 the amount expended for the support of common schools was only $1,700,
while the expenditures for the same purpose, during the year 1885, aggregated
$2,977,763. For the five years ending with 1865, the expenditures for publie schools
aggregated §$262,667.21; for the next sneceeding five years they aggregated $2,259,-
497.89; for the next five, $7,662,191.48; for the next five, $7,609,375.23; and for the
five years ending with 1885 the expenditures for public schools aggregated $12,630,-
480.64. Thus Kansas has expended for the support of her common schools, during
the past quarter of a century, the enormous sum of $30,214,202.40.

The table following shows the expenditures each year, from 1861 to 1885, inclu-
sive, and illustrates not only the growth of Kansas, but the general and generous in-
terest of its citizens in publie education:
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CHURCHES AND NEWSPAPERS.

Churches have multiplied and newspapers increased as have the schools. In 1860
there were only 97 church buildings in Kansas, and they had cost only $148,950. In
1870 the number of churches had increased to 301, valued at £1,722,700; and in 1880
they numbered 2,514, costing an aggregate of $2,401,5660.

There were only 27 newpapers published in Kansas in 1860, and of these only
three were dailies. In 1870 the number had increased to 97, of which 12 were dailies.
In 1880 there were 847 newspapers, including 20 dailies. During the year just closed
581 journals, of which 82 were dailies, were published in Kansas. The aggregate eir-
lation of our papers, in 1860, was 21,920, while for 1885 their ecirculation ag-
gregated 395,400. Every organized county has one or more Newspapers, and, as a
rule, our journals are creditable to their publishers and to the State.

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

And now, having sketched the growth of Kansas during the past quarter of a cen-
tury, it is proper to ask, what of the future? I answer with confidence that Kansas
is yet in the dawn of her development, and that the growth, prosperity and triumphs
of the next decade will surpass any we have yet known. Less than one-fifth of the
aren of the State has been broken by the plow — ten million of fifty-two million acres.
Multiply the present development by five, and you can perhaps form some idea of
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the Kansas of the year 1900. The light of the morning is still shining upon our prairie
glopes. The year just closed wit d the first actual, permanent settlements in the
counties along our western frontier—not setilement’by wandering stockmen or oc-
casional frontiersmen, but by practical, home-building farmers and business men.
The line of organized counties now extends four hundred miles, from the Missouri
river to the Colorado line. The scientists, I know, are still discussing climatic changes,
and questioning whether the western third of Kansas is fit for general farming. But
the homesteader in Cheyenne or Hamilton counties entertains no doubt about this
question. He has no weather-gauge or barometer, but he sees the buffalo grass van-
ishing and the blue-joint sending its long roots deep into the soil; he sees the trees
growing on the high divides; he watches the corn he has planted springing up, and
waving its green guidons of prosperity in the wind; he sees the clouds gathering
and drifting, and he hears the rain pattering on his roof —and he knows all he cares
té know about climatic changes. He is going to stay.

A PROPHECY FULFILLED.

On the Tth of May, 18566, a great American, learned, sagacious, and confident in
his faith that right and justice would at last prevail, said, in a speech delivered in
the city of New York:

“In the year of our Lord 1900, there will be two million people in Kansas, with
cities like Providence and Worcester— perhaps like Chicago and Cincinnati. She
will have more miles or railroad than Maryland, Virginia, and both the Carolinas
can now boast. Her land will be worth twenty dollars an acre, and her total wealth
will be five hundred millions of money. Six hundred thousand children will learn
in her schools. What schools, newspapers, libraries, meeting-houses! Yes, what
families of educated, happy and religions men and women! There will be a song of
Freedom all around the Slave States, and in them Slavery itself will die.”

Read in the light of the present, these eloquent words of Theodore Parker seem
touched with prophetic fire. The ideal Kansas he saw, looking through the mists of
the future, is the real Kansas of to-day. The marvelous growth, the splendid pros-
perity, the potent intellectual and moral energies, and the happy and contented life
he predicted, are all around us. At the threshold of the year A. D. 1886, fifteen
years before the limit of his prophecy, Kansas has cities like Providence and Wor-
cester; has more than double-the railway mileage Maryland, Virginia, and both the
Carolinas could then boast; has land worth, not twenty, but fifty and a hundred dol-
lars an acre; has wealth far exceeding five hundred million dollars; has schools,
newspapers, libraries and churches rivaling those of New England; and has 1,300,-
000 happy, prosperous and intelligent people.

The prophecy has been fulfilled, but the end is not yet. The foundations of the
State, like those of its Capitol, have just been completed. The stately building,
crowned with its splendid dome, is yet to be reared. Smiling and opulent fields,
busy and prosperous cities and towns, are still attracting the intelligent, the enter-
prising and the ambitious of every Btate and country. The limits that bound the
progress and development of Kansas cannot now be gauged or guessed. We have land,
homes, work, and plenty for millions more; and for anothér quarter of a century, at
least, our State will continne to grow. For we are yet at the threshold and in the
dawn of it all. We are just beginning to realize what a great people can accom-
plish, whom “love of country moveth, example tedcheth, company comforteth, emu-
lation quickeneth, and glory exalteth.”




