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His official services terminated with his resignation, which was forwarded
to the President from Lecompton, August 18th, 1856. He continued to
reside at Lecompton, whither the executive office had been removed in the
spring of 1856. He entered actively into the practice of the law, in the
higher courts of the Territory. Subsequently he removed to Lawrence,
where he continued to live, leading a life of unblemished purity, and con-
tinuing to be the leading member of his profession in Kansas until the day
of his death, which oceurred peacefully at his home on the 30th day of
August, 1877.

The children of Governor Shannon, now living, are Hon. Osbun Shan-.
non, of Lawrence, Kansas, and Mrs. 8. R. Keeler and Mrs. John A. Walsh,
both residing in Washington, D. C.

EXECUTIVE MINUTES.

Mixures RecompEp 18 THE GOVEENOR'S OFFicE DURING THE ADMINISTEATION OF
GoveEENOE WILSON SHANNON, INCLUDING ALSO THOSE RECOBDED IN
THE INTERVALS IN WHICH SECRETARY DANIEL Woob-
goN waAs Acrting (GOVERNOR.

[ Daniel Woodson took the oath of office, as Secretary of Kansas Territory, at
‘Washington, D. C., Beptember 28th, 1854. At different times during his term of
office, he had devolved upon him the powers of Governor of the Territory. The or-
ganie act provided that, “In case of the death, removal, resignation, or absence of
the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and he is hereby anthorized
and required, to execute and perform all the powers and duties of the Governor
during such vacaney or absence, Or until another Governor shall be duly appointed
and qualified to fill such vacaney.”

The first occasion in which either of the exigencies contemplated by the act oe-
eurred, was that of the absence of Governor Reeder, on a visit to the East, from
April 17th to June 23d, 1856. The Executive Minutes show only two official acts
during this period —one, May 929th, that of filing election returns, for the action of
the Governor upon his return to the Territory; the other, the issuing of an executive
warrant, on a requisition from the Governor of the State of Indiana.

On the removal of Governor Reeder from office, August 16th, 1855, Secretary
Woodson became acting Governor, and served till September Tth, 1855, when Gov-
ernor Shannon took the oath of office and entered upon its duties. On the depart-
ure of Governor Shannon on a visit to 8t. Lonis, June 24th, 1856, Secretary Woodson
again became Acting Governor, and served until July Tth, possibly later. The
minutes do not show the day of the return of Governor Shannon. On the resigna-
tion of Governor Shannon, August 18, 1856, Secretary Woodson again became Acting
Governor, and served until September 11th, when Governor John W. Geary assumed
the duties of the office. On the departure of Governor Geary from the Territory,
March 12th, 1857, Mr. Woodson again became Acting Governor, and continued as
such until April 16th, when he was succeeded by Frederick P. Stanton, who had been
appointed Secretary of the Territory.]
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Avcust 31, 1855.— Commissions issued to the following appointments
made by the acting Governor, by and with the.advice and consent of the
Council :

To A. M. Coffey, as Major General of the Southern Division of Kansas
Militia. !

Wm. A. Heiskell, as Brigadier General of the First Brigade of the
Southern Division of Kansas Militia.

Wm. Barbee, as Brigadier General of the Second Brigade of the South-
ern Division of Kansas Militia.

Wm. C. Yager, as Colonel of the First Regiment of the Southern Divi-
sion of Kansas Militia.

George W. Johnson, as Colonel of the Second Regiment of the Southern
Division of Kansas Militia.

8. A. Williams, as Colonel of the Third Regiment of the Southern Divi-
sion of Kansas Militia. ’

Skilman Fleming, as Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of the Southern
Division of Kansas Militia.

‘Wm. P. Richardson, as Major General of the Northern Division of the
Militia of Kansas Territory.

F. J. Marshall, as Brigadier General of the First Brigade of the North-
ern Division of the Militia of Kansas Territory.

Lucien J. Eastin, as Brigadier General of the Second Brigade of the
Northern Division of the Militia of Kansas Territory.

Robert Clark, as Colonel of the First” Regiment of the Northern Divi-
sion of the Militia of Kansas Territory.

Jas. E. Thompson, as Colonel of the Second Regiment of the Northern
Division of the Militia of Kansas Territory.

David M. Johnson, as Colonel of the Third Regiment of the Northern
Division of the Militia of Kansas Territory.

Archibald Payne, as Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of the Northern Di-
vision of the Militia of Kansas Territory.

Hiram J. Strickler, as Adjutant General of the Kansas Militia.

Thomas J. B. Cramer, as Inspector General of the Kansas Militia.

Same day, commissions issued to the following appointments of county
officers made by the Legislative Assembly in joint session:

For Doniphan County-—To Joel P. Blair as Probate Judge, and A.
Dunning and E. B. Rogess as County Commissioners, and Carey B. White-
head as Sheriff.

For Atchison County— To James Headley as Probate Judge, William
Young and James M. Givens as County Commissioners, and Wm. C. Me-
Vay as Sheriff.

For Jefferson County—O. B. B. Tebbs as Probate Judge; Napoleon
Hopewell and Samuel C. Hudson as County Commissioners, and George
Dyer as Sheriff.
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For Calhoun County—To James Kuykendall as Probate Judge, R.D.
Beeler and William Alley as County Commissioners, and James Wilson as
Sheriff.

For Leavenworth County — To John A. Halderman as Probate Judge,
J. M. Hall and Matthew Walker as County Commissioners, and G. D. Todd
as Sheriff.

For Douglas County —To John P. Wood as Probate Judge, George W.
Johnson and John M. Banks as County Commissioners, and Samuel J.
Jones as Sheriff. :

For Johnson County—To A.S. Johnson as Probate Judge, John T.
Peery and Joseph Parks as County Commissioners, and Benjamin F. John-
son as Sheriff

For Lykens County—To L. J acobs as Probate Judge, Henry Snyder and
Jes. Beets as County Commissioners, and B. P. Campbell as Sheriff

For Bourbon County —To Samuel A. Williams as Probate Judge, H. L.
[T.] Wilson and Charles Wingfield as County Commissioners, and B. F.
Hill as Sheriff.

For Allen County—To Charles Passmore as Probate Judge, B. Owen
and B. W. Cowden as County Commissioners, and Wm. J. Godfrey as Sherift.

For Anderson County—To George Wilson as Probate Judge, Wm. R.
True and John Clark as County Commissioners, and P. D. Cummings as
Sheriff.

For Franklin County—To J. Yocum as Probate Judge, Wm. McDow
and James M. Robinson as County Commissioners, and Richard Golding
as Sheriff.

For Shawnee County —To Wm. O. Yager as Probate Judge, and E.
Hoagland and W. Yocum as County Commissioners, and Geo. W. Berry as
Sheriff.

For Nemaha County—To George H. Perrin as Probate Judge, Jesse
Adamson and John Ballore as County Commissioners, and James E.
Thompson as Sheriff

For Marshall County—To James Doniphan as Probate Judge, A. J.
Woodward and 8. J. Cramer as County Commissioners, and A. 8. Clark
for Sheriff.

For Riley County—To Clay Thompson as Probate Judge, Thos. Rey-
nolds, sen., and Wm. Cuddy as County Commissioners, and John 8. Price
as Sheriff. ' :

For Madison County— To Thos. Huffaker as Probate Judge, H. B. El-
liot and C. H. Withington as County Commissioners, and John B. Fore-
man as Sheriff. g

Same day, Chas. H. Grover was commissioned as District Attorney for
the First Judicial District, H. A. Hutchinson as District Attorney for the
Second Judicial District, and John T. Brady as District Attorney for the
Third Judicial District.
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Aveust 10, 1855.— Wilson Shannon, of the State of Ohio, is commis-
sioned Governor of the Territory by the President of the United States.

RECORD OF OATH.

UNiTeED STATES OF AMERICA,

TerriTORY OF KANsAS, } 8

I, Daniel Woodson, Secretary of said Territory of Kansas, do hereby
certify that Wilson Shannon personally appeared before me, on this seventh
day of September, A. D. 1855, at my office in said Territory, and was by
me duly sworn according to law to support the Constitution of the United
States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of the office of Governor of said
Territory. Given under my hand, this seventh day of September, A. D.
1855. Daxier Woonsox, Sec'y Kansas Territory.

SEPTEMBER —, 1855.— Commission issued to Allen P. Tibbitts, as Pro-
bate Judge of the county of Arapahoe.

Commission issued to James Stringfellow, as Clerk of the Probate Court
of the county of Arapahoe.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1855.— Commission issued to John Donalson, as Auditor
of Publiec Accounts.

SepreMBER 17, 1855.— Resignation of G. W. Berry, as Sheriff of Shaw-
nee county, received.

SEpTEMBER 21, 18556.— Commission issued to William A. Heiskell, as
Clerk of the Tribunal for the Transaction of County Business, for the
county of Lykens.

Commission issued to A. H. McFadden, as Coroner for the county of Ly-
kens.

Commissions issued to Martin White and William Lebon, as Justices of
the Peace for the county of Lykens.

Commissions to Barnett Hall and Peter J. Potts, as Constables of the
county of Lykens.

SeprEMBER 21, 1855.-—— Commission issued to Alexander McPherson, as
Justice of the Peace for Shannon township, in the county of Atchison.

SepTEMBER 22, 1855.— Commission issued to Thomas L. Fortune, as
Justice of the Peace for Mount Pleasant township, in the county of Atehi-
som.

Commission issued to J. C. Mannion, as Justice of the Peace for Shan-
non township, in the county of Atchison.
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Commission issued to William D. Barnett, as Justice of the Peace for
Grasshopper township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Greenberry B. Giates, as Constable for Mount Pleas-
ant township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Felix Brown, as Justice of the Peace for Mount
Pleasant township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Ira Norris, sen., a8 Treasurer of the county of Atchi-
son.

Commission issued to Dudley McVay, as Coroner of the county of Atchi-
son.

Commission issued to Archibald Elliott, as Justice of the Peace for
Mount Pleasant township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Eli C. Mason, as Sheriff of the county of Atchison,
viee William C. McVay, resigned.

Commission issued to Jacob Rees, a8 Constable of Grasshopper township,
in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to P. P. Wilcox, as Justice of the Peace for Shannon
township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to James T. Darnall, as Constable for Shannon town-
ship, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Samuel Walters, as Assessor for the county of
Atchison.

SEPTEMBER 22, 1855.— Commission issued to Ira Norris, as Clerk of the
Board of County Commissioners for the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to J. Farley, as Clerk of the Board of County Com-
missioners for the county of Bourbon.

Commission issued to John N. Catrell, as Constable for the county of
Bourbon.

Commission issued to Thomas Watkins, as Justice of the Peace for the
county of Bourbon.

SEPTEMBER 24, 1855.— Commission issued to Christopher E. Huffaker,
as Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners for Johnson county.

SEprEMBER 26, 1855.— Com mission issued to Richard R. Rees, as Justice
of the Peace for the township of Leavenworth, in the county of Leaven-
worth.

Commission issued to H. P. Johnson, as Justice of the Peace for the town-
ship of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Thomas C. Hughes, as Constable for the township
of Teavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Leander F. Hollingsworth, as Justice of the Peace
for the township of Delaware, in the county of Leavenworth.
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Commission issued to Wilson Fox, as Constable for the township of Dela-
ware, in the county of Leavenworth.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1855.— Commission issued to James Christian, as Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Douglas.

OctoBER 4, 1855.— Commission issued to James R. Whitehead, as Clerk
of the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued to James F. Foreman, as County Surveyor for Doni-
phan county.

Commission issued to Henry Thompson, as Coroner for the county of
Doniphan.

Commissions issued to A. Q. Rice and Milford Gillmore, as Justices of
the Peace for Wolf River township, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued to Jesse Lewis, as Justice of the Peace for the town-
ship of Iowa, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued to James Pateet, as Constable for the township of
Towa, in the county of Doniphan.

Commissions issued to Thomas W. Waterson and Labon Pritchard, as
Justices of the Peace for Burr Oak township, in the county of Leaven-
worth. [Doniphan.]

Commissions issued to Albert Head and F. Mahan, as Justices of the
Peace for Washington townghip, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued to Hamilton J. Johnson, as Constable for ‘Washington
township, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued to John A. Vanarsdale and William Shaw, as Justices
of the Peace for Wayne township, in the county of Atchison. [Doniphan.]

Commission issued to Joshua Saunders, as Constable for Wayne town-
ship, in the county of Doniphan,

Commission issued to S. W. Tunnel, as Constable for the township of
Kickapoo, in the eounty of Leavenworth.

OcroBERr 4, 1855.— Commission issued to Cyrus Doleman, as Clerk of
the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Nemaha.

Commission issued to Oliver P. Williams, as Treasurer for the county of
Nemaha. 5

Commission issued to Thomas Newton, jr.,as Coroner for the county of
Nemaha. 3

Commission issued to Horace Newton, as Constable for the county of
Nemaha.

Octoser 5, 1855.— Commission issued to John D. Wells, as County
Commissioner for the county of Marshall, vice A. G. Woodward, resigned.
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Ocroser 8, 1855.— Commission issued to James Corlew, as Constable
for Franklin township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Charles C Spalding, as Justice of the Peace for
Lecompton township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Hugh Cameron, as Treasurer of the county of
Douglas.

Commission issued to Peter Crockett, as Coroner for the county of Doug-
las.

Commission issued to G. B. Redman, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Delaware, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Alexander Russell, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Ethan A. Long, as Constable for the township of
Wyandott, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to John W. Ladd, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Wyandott, in the county of Leavenworth.

Ocroser 8, 1855.— Commission issued to William L. Kuykendall, as
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Calhoun.

Octoser 10, 1855.— Commission issued to John Martin, as Clerk of the
Board of County Commissioners for the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued to Duke W. Hunter, as Superintendent of Public
Buildings for the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued to John Horner, as Sheriff of the county of Shawnee,
vice George W. Berry, resigned.

Commissions issued to John W. Kavanaugh and George W. Redman, as
* Justices of the Peace for the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued to Isaac N. Campbell, as Constable of the county of
Shawnee.

OcrosEr 15, 1855.— Commission issued to C. R. Mobley, for County
Commissioner of Riley county, vice Wm. Cuddy, resigned.

Commission issued to John 8. Reynolds, as Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners for the county of Riley.

Commission issued to F. C. Sonnamaker, as Coroner for the county of
Riley.

Commission issued to Thomas Dixon, as Constable of the county of Riley.

Commission issued to James Dixon, L. B. Penny, and A. A. Garrott, as
Justices of the Peace for the county of Riley.

Ocroser 19, 1855.— Commission issued to John A. Halderman, as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Fourth Regiment, Second Brigade, Northern Division of
Kansas Militia. .
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Ocroser 20, 1855.— Commission issued to Thomas J. B. Cramer, ag Ter-
ritorial Treasurer. :

Ocroser 30, 1855.— The returns of the judges of the election held on
the first Monday of Oectober, in pursuance of law, for a Delegate to the
Thirty-fourth Congress, being duly examined, and John W. Whitfield,
having received a majority of the legal votes polled, is declared by the
Governor to be duly elected, and a certificate of election by the Governor,
under the seal of the Territory, is accordingly issued to the said John W.
Whitfield.

Novemser 9, 1855.— Commissions issued to Wiley Patterson, Cowan
Mitchell, Henry Miller, and D. Guthrey, as Justices of the Peace for the
county of Bourbon. i

Commissions issued to James B. Russell, Nelson L. Loyd, and John Hal-
iday, as Constables for the county of Riley.

Commission issued to H. R. Kelsoe, as Coroner for the county of Bourbon.

Commission issued to Edward Searcy, as Treasurer for the county of Don-
iphan.

Commissions issued to John C. Boggs and W, C. Fasten, as Justices of
the Peace for the county of Brown.

Commission issued to William Plunket, as Constable for the county of
Brown.

Commission issued to Wiley Williams, as a Justice of the Peace for Kick-
apoo township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to M. Pierce Riveley, as Treasurer for the-county of
Leavenworth.

NovemeEer 10, 1855.—Commission issued to H. W. Buckley, as Consta-
ble for Louisiana township, in the county of Douglas.

NoveumBer 22, 1855.— Commission issued to James P. Sanders, as Jus-
tice of the Peace for Washington township, in the county of Washington.

NoveMmBer 24, 18556.— Commission issued to Samuel Crane, as Justice of
the Peace for Franklin township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Hugh Cameron, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Lawrence, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Franklin M. Coleman, as Justice of the Peace for
Louisiana township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Joshua N. Hargus, as Justice of the Peace for
Louisiana township, in the county of Douglas,

Commission issued to Samuel Clark, as Justice of the Peace for Wash-
ington township, in Douglas county.
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Commission issued to Joseph W. Shepard, as Justice of the Peace for
Lecompton township, in Douglas county.

Commissions issued to Perry Fleshman and Samuel J. Lockhart, as Jus-
tices of the Peace for the township of Douglas, in the county of Calhoun.

Commission issued to Rolla J. Fulton, as Constable for the township of
Douglas, in the county of Calhoun.

Commission issued to George 8. Young, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Half-Day, in the county of Calhoun.

NoveMBER 26, 1855.—Commission issued to George Ringo, as Constable
of Shannon township, in the county of Atchison, vice James T. Darnell, de-
clined.

Commission issued to William Reynolds, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Alexandria, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Thomas J. Carson, as Constable for Alexandria
township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to William P. Tuttle, as Justice of the Peace for Shaw-
nee county, vice John W. Kavenaugh, resigned.

Novemser 27, 1855.—The Governor received special dispatches from
the sheriff of Douglas county, stating that there was a large force of armed
outlaws in that county in open resistance to the laws of the Territory, and
calling for a posse of three thousand men to enable him to execute pro
cesses then in his hands. Whereupon the Governor issues the following
orders to Major General William P. Richardson, of the Northern Division
of Kansas Militia, and Adjutant General H. J. Strickler:

. HeApguarTERS, SHAWNEE Missiox, }
Kaneas Terrrrory, November 27th, 1855.

Sn: Reliable information has reached me that an armed military force is now in
Lawrence and that vicinity, in open rebellion against the laws of this Territory, and
that they have determined that no process in the hands of the sheriff of that county
shall be executed. I have received a letter from 8. J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas
county, informing me that he had arrested a man under a warrant placed in his
hands, and while conveying him to Lecompton he was met by an armed force of
some forty men, and that the prisoner was taken out of his custody, and open defi-
ance bid to the laws. I am also duly advised that an armed band of men burnt a
number of houses, destroyed personal property, and turned whole families out of
doors in Douglas county; warrants will be issued against these men, and placed in
the hands of the sheriff of Douglas county for execution. He has written to me de-
manding three thousand men to aid him in executing the process of the law, and the
preservation of the peace.

You are, therefore, hereby ordered to collect together as large a foree as you can
in your division, and repair without delay to Lecompton, and report yourself to
8. J. Jones, the sheriff of Douglas county, together with the number of your forces,
and render to him all the aid and assistance in your power, if required in the execu-
tion of any legal process in his hands. The forces under your command are to be
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used for the sole purpose of aiding the sheriff in executing the law, and for no other
purpose. I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
Major General Wm. P. Richardson. WriLsoN SHANNON.

HeADQUARTERS, SHAWNEE MIission,
Kaxsas TerriTrosy, November 27th, 1855.

Str: I am this moment advised by letters from 8. J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas
county, that while carrying a prisoner to Lecompton, whom he had arrested by vir-
tue of a peace warrant, he was met by a band of armed men, who took said prisoner
foreibly out of his possession, and bid defiance to the execution of all law in this
Territory. He has demanded of me three thousand men to aid him in the execution
of the legal process in his hands. As the Southern Division of the militia of this
Territory is not organized, I can only request you to collect together as large a force
as you can, and at as early a day as practicable report yourself with the forces you
may raise to 8. J. Jones, sheriff of Douglas county, and to give him every assist-
ance in your power, in the execution of the legal process in his hands. Whatever
forces you may bring to his aid are to be used for the sole purpose of aiding the
sheriff in the execution of the law, and no other. It is expected that every good cit-
izen will aid and assist the lawful anthorities in the execution of the laws of the Ter-
ritory, and the preservation of good order. Your obedient servant,

General H. J. Strickler. Winson SuanNON.

NovemBer 28, 1855.—The Governor writes the following letter to the
President of the United States:

Exrcvrive OFriog, SaawNee Mission, z
Kaxsas Terrrrory, November 28th, 1855.

Sin: Affairs in this Territory are daily assuming a shape of great danger to the
peace and good order of soeiety. I am well satisfied that there exists in this Terri-
tory a secret military organization, which has for its objeet, among other things, re-
sistance to the laws by force. Until within a few days past I have looked upon the
threats of leading men and public papers, who have placed themselves in an attitude
of resistance to the laws, as not intended by those who made them to be carried into
execution. Iam now satisfied of the existence of this geeret military organization, and
that those engaged in it have been secretly supplied with arms and munitions of
war, and that it is the objeet and purpose of this organization to resist the laws by
force. The strength of the organization is variously estimated at from one to two
thousand, but I have no satisfactory data from which to estimate its real strength,
and I do not believe they can command for any given purpose more than one thou-
sand men. They are said to be well supplied with Bharp’s rifles and revolvers, and
that they are bound by an oath to assist each other in the resistance of the laws
when called upon to do so. Independently of the disclosures made by those who
formerly belonged to this association and the hints thrown out by some of the pub-
lic journals in their interest, the most practical proof of these allegations consists
in their own acts. A few days since a difficulty took place in Douglas county, some
ten miles south of Lawrence, between one of these men and a man by the name of Cole-
man, from Virginia, in relation to a claim, in which the former was shot, and died im-
mediately. Coleman was taken into custody for trial by the sheriff of that county, and
to avoid all ground of objection as to legal authority, Judge Lecompte was written to,
and requested to attend at the county seat (it being in his judicial district) and sit
as an examining court. In the mean time, a large body of armed men, said to be
from three to four hundred, collected at or near Lawrence for the avowed purpose
of rescuing Coleman from the sheriff and executing him without a trial. Coleman
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claims that he shot the man strictly in self-defense, and is willing to abide a judieial
investigation and trial.

On Monday last a warrant was issued against one of this band of men for threat-
ening the life of one of his neighbors, and placed in the hands of the sheriff of the
county for execution, who with a posse of some ten men arrested him on Tuesday
night, and as he was conveying the prisoner to Lecompton he was met about two
o'elock in the morning by a band of these men, consisting of between forty and fifty,
all armed with Sharp’s rifles and reyolvers, who forcibly rescued the prisoner out
of his hands, and openly proclaimed that there were no officers or law in this Terri-
tory. In the settlement in which these transactions took place there were from six-
teen to twenty law-and-order families, and about one hundred free-soil families. At
the last advices three of the houses of the former had been burned down by this armed
band, cattle had been killed, and a considerable amount of corn and other personal
property destroyed, and the whole law-and-order population of that neighborhood,
induced by terror, had fled. except two families, whose lives were threatened. Help-
less women and children have been forced by fear and threats to flee from their
homes and seek shelter and protection in the State of Missouri. Measures were be-
ing taken by the legal anthorities to procure warrants against these lnwless men, and
have them arrested and legally tried.

Under these eireumstance, the sheriff of the county has called on me for three
thousand men to aid him in the execution of the warrants in his hands, and to pro-
tect him and his prisoner from the violence of this armed force. The force required
by the sheriff is far beyond what I believe to be necessary, and, indeed, far beyond what
could be raised in this Territory. From five to eight hundred men will be amply
sufficient, I have no donbt, to protect the sheriff, and enable him to execute the legal
process in his hands. With the view of giving to the sheriff the requisite aid, I
have issued orders to Major General Richardson, of the Northern Division of Militia
of this Territory, a prudent and discreet man, a copy of which I send you herewith.
I also send you a copy of a request T have made of General Strickler, who resides in
the adjoining county to Douglas. These are the only orders I have thought it neces-
sary to issue, by means of which I believe a sufficient force will be raised to protect
the sheriff and enable him to execute the legal process in his hands.

The time has come when this armed band of men, who are seeking to subvert and
render powerless the existing government, have to be met and the laws enforced
against them, or submit to their lawless dominion. If the lives and property of
unoffending citizens of the Territory cannot be protected by law, there is an end to
practieal government, and it becomes & useless formality.

The excitement along the borders of Missouri is ranning wild, and nothing but
the enforcement of the laws against these men will allay it. Since the disclosure of
the existence and purposes of this secret military organization in this Territory,
there has been much excitement along the borders of Missouri, but it has been held
in check heretofore by assurances that the laws of the Territory would be enforced,
and that protection would be given to the citizens against all unlawful acts of this
association. This feeling and intense excitement can still be held in subordination
if the laws are faithfully executed; otherwise there is no power here that can control
this border excitement, and civil war is inevitable. This military organization is
looked upon as hostile to all Southern men, or rather to the law-and-order party of
the Territory, many of whom have relations and friends, and all have sympathizers,
in Missouri; and the moment it is believed the laws will not furnish adequate protee-
tion to this class of citizens against the lawless acts of this armed association, a force
will be precipitated across the line to redress real and supposed wrongs, inflicted on
friends, that cannot be controlled, or, for the moment, resisted. It is in vain to con-
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ceal the fact: we are standing on a voleano; the npheavings and agitations beneath,
we feel, and no one can tell the hour when an eruption may take place. Under ex-
isting cireumstances, the importance of sustaining the sheriff of Douglas county,
and enabling him to execute his process, independent of other considerations con-
nected with the peace and good order of society, will strike you at onee; and to do
this by the aid and assistance of the citizens of this Territory, is the great object
to be accomplished, to avoid the dreadful evils of civil war. I believe this ean be
done. In this, however, I may be mistaken. No efforts shall be wanting on my part
to preserve good order in the Territory, and I will keep you constantly advised of
the progress and state of things here.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
His Excellency Franklin Pierce. WILsoN BHANNON.

NoveEMBER 28, 1855.— Commission issued to James H. Murrill, as Con-
stable for the township of Washington, in the county of Doniphan, viee
Johnson, resigned.

NoveMBeR 29, 1855.—The Governor issued the following proclamation
to the citizens of the Territory :

PROCLAMATION,
By the Governor of Kansas Territory.

Whereas, reliable information has been received that a numerous association of
lawless men, armed with deadly weapons, and supplied with all the implements of
war, combined and confederated together for the avowed purpose of opposing by
foree and violence the execution of the laws of this Territory, did. at the county of
Douglas, on or about the 26th of this month, make a violent assault on the sheriff of
said county with deadly weapons, and did overcome said officer, and did rescue from
his enstody by force and violence, a person arrested by virtue of a peace warrant,
and then and there a prisoner holden by the said sheriff, and other scandalous out-
rages did commit in violation of law;

And whereas, also, information has been received that this confederated band of
lawless men did, about the same time, set fire to and burn down a number of houses
of peaceable and unoffending citizens, and did destroy a considerable amount of
personal property, and have repeatedly proclaimed that they would regard no law
of this Territory, resist by force of arms all officers and those aiding and assisting
them in the execution of the laws, or any process issued in pursuance thereof;

And whereas, also, I have received satisfactory information that this armed or-
ganization of lawless men have proclaimed their determination to attack the said
sheriff of Douglas county, and rescue from his custody a prisoner, for the avowed
purpose of executing him without a judieial trial, and at the same time threatened
the life of the said sheriff and the citizens:

Now, therefore, to the end that the authority of the laws may be maintained and
those concerned in violating them brought to immediate and condign punishment,
and that the sheriff of Douglas county may be protected from lawless violence in
the execution of the lawful warrants and other process in his hands, I, Wilson Shan-
non, Governor of said Territory, have issued this, my proelamation, calling on all
well-disposed citizens of this Territory to rally to the support of the laws of their
country, and requiring and commanding all officers, civil and military, and all other
citizens of this Territory, who shall be found within the vicinity of these outrages,
to be aiding and assisting by all means in their power in quelling this armed organ-
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ization, and assisting the said sheriff and his deputies in recapturing the above-
named prisoner, and aiding and assisting him in the execution of all legal processes
in his hands.

And I do further command that the District Attorney for the distriet in which
these outrages took place, and all other persons concerned in the administration
and execution of the laws, cause the above offenders, and all such as aided or assisted
them, to be immediately arrested and proceeded with according to law.

[z.8] Given under my hand and the seal of this Territory, this 20th day of No-

* vember, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-five.

By the Governor: WiLsoN SHANNON.

Danr. Woopson, Seeretary.

Decemeer 2, 1855.— The Governor sends the following dispatches to
Sheriff Jones and Major General Richardson:

Execvrive Orrice, Buawnee MIssion, E
Kaxsas Terrrrory, December 2, 1865.

1 have received a reply to my dispatch to Col. Sumner, informing me that he will
be ready at a moment's warning to move with his whole foree, if desired, as goon as
orders are received from Washington. My telegraphic dispatch to the President
has been sent through before this time, and I will receive in a short time, I have no
doubt, the authority desired to call on the United States troops. Under these eir-
cnumstances, yon will wait until I can get the desired orders from Washington before
attempting to execute your writs. This will prevent any effusion of blood, and will
have a moral influence which will prevent hereafter any resistance to the laws. When
these lawless men find that the forees of the United States can be used to preserve
order, they will not be so ready to put themselves in opposition, and, if necessary,
steps will be taken to station an adequate force in that region to protect the people
against lawless violence, and to insure the exeeution of the laws. You will retain &
foree adequate to protect you from violence, and to guard your prisoner. Any force
beyond this had better remain at a distance until it shall be ascertained whether their
aid will or will not be needed. The known deficiency in the arms and all the accou-
trements of war, which necessarily must characterize the law-abiding citizens that
have rushed to your assistance in the maintenance of law, will invite resistance on
the other side, who are well armed, and it is wrong to place these men in a position
where their lives may be endangered, when we will, in all probability, have an am-
ple force from the Fort in a few days.

Show this letter to Major General Richardson and General Eastin, who, I am
advised, have gone to your aid. They go to Lecompton, but will join you wherever
you are. Their forces are small, and may be required for your protection until ad-
vices are received from Washington.

1 send you a letter to Gen’l Richardson, which you will please place in his hands at
as early a day as practicable. I refer him to this letter to you for my views. Yom
will let him see it.

Let me know the number of warrants you have, and the names of defendants. I
will probably accompany Col. Sumner’s command. Yours, &c.,

Mr. Jones, Sheriff. Wissox SraNNON.

Exscvrive Orrice, Suawner Missios,
Kanaas TerriToRY, December 2, 1855.

My Deag Sir: I have written a letter to Sheriff Jones, putting him in possession
of what T have done, and the expectations I have of getting from Washington, au-
thority forthwith to call on the United States forces at the Fort. I have sent a dis-

20
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pateh to Col. Bumner, and received a reply that he will be ready at any moment to
move ‘with the whole force as soon as orders are received from Washington. These
orders are confidently expected in a day or two. I ‘am desirous to use the United
States forces, as it will have a salutary influence on these lawless men hereafter.
When they find that the United States forces can be used to preserve the peace and
execute the laws of the Territory, they will not be so ready to put themselves in a
hostile attitude. In the meantime you will remain with Jones, the sheriff, with an
adequate foree for his protection, and the security of his prisoner. The other forces
under your command will remain at a distance, and ready when called on to act.
You will be careful in preserving order and restraining all illegal acts. Let every-
thing that is done be for the preservation of law and order and the protection of the
sheriff, and to enable him to serve the legal process in his hands. When these ob-
jects are accomplished, your command will retire.
I shall accompany Col. Sumner with the United States forces.
Yours with very great respect,

Major General Richardson. WirsoN SHANNON,

DrcEMBER 4, 1855.— The Governor sends a letter to Col. E. V. Sumner,
at Fort Leavenworth, with the telegraphic dispatch from the President.

DrceMBER 5, 1855.—The Governor receives the following letter in reply
to his letter of yesterday to Col. Sumner:
HeapquarTers Firsr CAvALRY,
Forr LeavesworrH, December 5, 1855—10 o’clock A. u.}
Govenxon : I have just received your letter of yesterday, with the telegraphie dis-
pateh of the President. = I will march with my regiment in a few hours, and will meet
you at the Delaware crossing of the Kansas this evening.
With high respeet, your obedient servant,
His Excellency Wilson Shannon. . V. Sumser, Col. Zst Cavalry.

DeceMBer 6, 1855.—The Governor receives the following letter from

Col. Sumner:

Heapquanters Fresr Cavangy, |

Forr Leavexworrs, December b, 1856‘__1-
Govemxor: On more mature reflection I think it will not be proper to move before

I receive the orders of the Government. I shall be all ready whenever I get them.
This decision will not delay our reaching the scene of difficulty, for I can move
from this place to Lawrence as quickly, (or nearly so,)as I could from the Delaware
crossing, and we could not, of course, go beyond that place without definite orders.

With high respect, your obedient servant,

: : E. V. Sumner, Col. Ist Cavalry, Commanding.

His Excellency Wilson Bhannon.

Decemser 6, 1855,— The Governor sends the following special dispatch
to Col. Sumner:
WaxArusA, December 6, 1865,
1 send you this special dispatch to ask you to come to Lawrence as s00n as youn
possibly ean. My object is to rescue the citizens of that place, as well as all others,
from a conflict of arms, which, if once commenced, there is no telling when it will
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end. T'doubt not you have received orders from Washington, but if yon have not,
the absolute pressure of this crisis is such as to justify you with the President and
the world in moving with your fordes to the scene of difficulty. It is hard to restrain
the men here; they are beyond my power of restraint, or at least soon may be, to
prevent them from making an attack on Lawrence, which, if once made, there is no
telling when it will end. The presence of a portion of the United States troops in
Lawrence will prevent an attack, save bloodshed, and enable me to get matters ar-
ranged in a satisfactory way, and at the same time secure the execution of the law.
It is peace, not war, that we want, and you have the power to secure peace. Time is
precious; fear not but you will be sustained.

With great respect, WriLson Smansow.
Col. Sumner,

Drcesper 4, 1855.—The Governor receives the following letters from
Major General Richardson and George W. Clarke, Fsq.:
Lecomeron, Kaxgas TERRITORY, }
December 3, 1855 —12 o'clock . M.
Dear Sa: I believe it to be essential to the peace and tranquility of the Territory
that the outlaws at Lawrence and elsewhere be required to surrender their Sharp’s
rifles. There can be no security for the future safety of the lives and property of
law-abiding citizens until these lawless men are at least deprived of their Bharp's
rifles, which we know have been furnished them for the purpose of resisting the laws.
In fact, law-abiding citizens will be compelled to leave the Territory unless the ont-
Jaws are made to surrender their Sharp’s rifles and artillery, if they have any. I
do not, however, feel authorized from your instructions to me to make this demand,
Should you concur with me in opinion, please let me know by express at once. A
new express had better be sent in lieu of the bearer of this, as he will be fatigued,
I am diligently using every necessary precaution to prevent the effusion of blood
and preserve the peace of the Territory. As the Bharp's rifles may be regarded as
private property by some, I can give a receipt for them, stating that they will be
returned to the owners at the diseretion of the Governor,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Wu. P. RicHARDSON,
Major General in Command.
His Excellency Gov. Wilson Shannon.
Canr CrargE, Dec. 8, 1855.
Dear Sir: T hasten to write you by our express which is now on its way (12 o'elock
at night ). My house is a fortification. Iam compelled to keep a guard with senti-
nels, all night. Unless the violators of the law are disarmed, the country is ruined.
Should the troops withdraw without this being done, a partisan war will continue,
murders, house-burnings, and all the outrages incident to civil war will follow, and we
( the law-abiding men ) will have to withdraw from the Territory, to our great pecu-
niary distress. The outlaws have marked our men; they keep their movements
secret, and we know not who is the first to be attacked, or when it will be made. We
have learned from ample authority that more than one hundred Sharp’s rifles are
distributed in this immediate neighborhood. My next-door neighbors have them in
possession, and only two days ago ten armed men surrounded a member of my fam-
ily, with threatening language, and ended the interview with a threat to dispose of
myself. We, the law-abiding men, appeal to you, and insist that nothing less than
the surrender of the arms now held by the traitors can satisfy the country. They .
are in open rebellion. They have these arms for the special purpose of resisting
the laws and revenging supposed injuries. With these arms in hand they have forei-
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bly rescued prisoners from the hands of officers; they threaten to rescue others;
they are protecting men who have broken custody, and in every sense they are trai-
tors and giving aid and comfort to traitors. ;
In haste, your friend and obt. svt.,
Gov. Wilson Shannon, Shawnee Mission. GeonrceE W. CLARKE.
N. B.—1I commend my family to your protection.

DrcemBEer 5, 1855.— The Governor receives the following dispatch from

Gen. Strickler:
Camr Waxarusa, December 4, 1855.

Srr: Inclosed is a dispatch from Gen. Richardson; and accompanied, I have the
honor to inform you that I was in Lawrence yesterday, and found two hundred and
fifty men under arms, and about six hundred men in the town willing to bear arms
against the officers. In Camp Wakarusa there are now about two hundred and fifty
men under my command. Very respectfully,

Gov. Shannon. H. J. StriokLes, Chm. S, Division.

Decemeer 8,1855.—The Governor issued the following orders to Major
General Richardson, Gen. Strickler, and Sheriff’ Jones:

WagARUsA, December 8, 1855,
Sir: You will repress all demonstrations of a disorderly character, and make no
movement except from me. If any attempt should be made on Lawrence without
orders, you will use your whole force to check it. In the present state of negotia-
tions an attack on Lawrence would be wholly unjustifiable.
- Your obedient servant,
Maj. Gen’l Richardson. WirsoN SHANNON.

Came Waxrarusa, December 8, 1855.
Str: Being fully satisfied that there will be no further resistance to the execution
of the laws of this Territory, or to the service of any legal process in the county of
Donglas, you are hereby ordered to cross the Kansas river to the north side, as near
Lecompton as you may find it practicable, with your command, and disband the same
at such time and place and in such portions as you may deem most convenient,
Yours with great respect,
Maj. Gen'l Richardson. . WiLsox SHANNON.

Kansas Tererrory, Came Wakarusa, December 8, 1855.
Sin: Being fully satisfied there will be no further resistance to the execution of
the laws of the Territory, or to the service of any legal process in the county of
Douglas, you are hereby ordered to disband yous'command at such time and place
a0 you may deem most ecuvenient. Yours with great respect,
General Strickler. WiLsox SHANNON.

Kansas Trrrirory, Camp Waxarvusa, Dec. 8, 1855.
Having made satisfactory arrangements by which all legal process in your hands,
either now or hereafter, may be served without the aid of your present posse, you
are hereby required to disband the same.
Yours, with great respect, Winsox BmaNNON.
8, J. Jones, Sheriff of Douglas county.
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Drcexeer 10, 1855.— Governor Shannon receives the following letter
from Col. Sumner:

Forr Leavesworti, Dee. 7, 1855.
Goversox: I have received yours of the 5th and 6th instants. I regret extremely
to disappoint you, but the more I reflect upon it, the more I am convinced that I
ought not to interpose my command between the two hostile parties in this Terri-
tory until I receive orders from the Government. We know that the whole matter
ig now in the hands of the Executive, and it is an affair of too much importance for
anyone to anticipate the action of the Government. I am momentarily expecting
to receive orders, and whenever they come I shall move instantly, by night or by day.
If you find those people bent on attacking the town, I would respectfully suggest
that they might be induced to pause for a time on being told the orders of the Gen-
eral Government were expected every moment, and that there was no doubt that
these orders, framed from an enlarged view of the whole difficulty, would give gen-
eral satisfaction and settle the matter honorably for both parties.
I am, Governor, with much respeet, your obedient servant, E. V. SuMxER,
Colonel First Cavalry, Commanding.
His Excellency Wilson Shannon, Governor of Kansas.

Heapquanrers Firsr CAvALEY, }

Drcemsir 11, 1855.— The Governor writes to the President as follows:
Suawner Missiow, K. T., December 11, 1855.

8ir: In my dispatch to you of the 26th ultimo, I advised you of the threatened diffi-
culties in relation to the exeeution of the laws of this Territory in Douglas county*
Phe excitement which then existed continued to increase, owing to the aggravated
reports from Lawrence and that vicinity, in relation to the military preparations
that were being made to attack the sheriff, and resist the execution of the laws. The
excitement increased and spread, not only throughout this whole Territory, but was
worked up to the utmost point of intensity in the whole of the upper portion of
Missouri, Armed men were seen rushing from all quarters towards Lawrence —some
to defend the place, and others to demolish it. The orders I had issued to Major
General Richardson and General Strickler had brought to the sheriff of Douglas
county a very inadequate foree for his protection, when compared with the forces in
the town of Lawrence. Indeed, the militia of the Territory being wholly unorgan-
ized, no forces could be obtained exeept those who voluntarily tendered their aid to
the sheriff or to Generals Richardson and Strickler. The whole force in the Territory
thus obtained did not amount to more than three or four hundred men, badly armed,
and wholly unprepared to resist the forces at Lawrence, which amounted at that
time to some six hundred men, all remarkably well armed with Sharp’s rifles and
other weapons. These facts becoming known across the line in the State of Missouri,
large numbers of men from that State, in irregular bodies, rushed to the county of
Douglas, and many of them enrolled themselves in the sheriff’s posse.

In this state of affairs I saw no way of avoiding a deadly conflict but to obtain
the use of the United States forees at Fort Leavenworth, and with that view I ad-
dressed you a telegraphic dispateh, and received on the 5th inst. your very prompt
and satisfactory reply of the 4th inst., a copy of which I immediately transmitted
by special dispateh to Col. Sumner, with thelrequest that he would accompany me
with his command to the scene of difficulty. In reply, I was informed that he would
immediately do so, having no doubt that in due time proper instructions would be
received from the War Department. Information, however, which I received from
both parties, convinced me that my presence was necessary to avoid a confliet, and
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without waiting for Col. Sumner I repaired to the seat of threatened hostilities, at
the same time advising Col. Sumner by special dispatch of this movement. On my
way to Lawrence I met a dispatch from Col. Sumner, informing me that npon
reflection he had changed his determination, and that he would not march with his
command until he had received orders from the proper department, but that he
would be ready to move with his command the moment guch orders came to hand.

1 proceeded as rapidly as possible to the camp of Gen. Strickler, on the Waka-
rusa, six miles east of Lawrence, and arrived in camp about three o'clock in the
morning of the sixth instant. I found that Gen. Strickler and Gen. Richardson had
very judiciously adopted the poliey of incorporating into their respective commands
all the irregular forces that had arrived. This was done with the view of subjecting
them to military orders and discipline, and to prevent any unlawful acts or out-
breaks. The great danger to be apprehended was from an unauthorized attack on
the town of Lawrence, which was being strongly fortified, and had about one thou-
sand and fifty men, well armed, to defend it, with two pieces of artillery; while on
the other side there were probably in all near two thousand men, many of them in-
differently armed, but having a strong park of artillery. 1 found in the camp at
Wakarusa a deep and settled feeling of hostility against the opposing forces at Law-
rence, and apparently a fixed determination to attack that place and demolish it and
the presses, and take possession of their arms. It seemed to be a universal opinion
in camp that there was no safety in the law-and-order party in the Territory while
the other party were permitted to retain their Sharp’s rifles, an instrument used only
for war purposes.

After mingling with all the leading men in the Wakarusa camp, and urging on
them the importance of avoiding a conflict of arms, that such a step would proba-
bly light the torch of eivil war and endanger the very Union itself, I still found that
there was a strong desire with all, and a fixed determination with many, to compel
the forces in Lawrencé to give up their arms. Believing that such a demand would
lead to a conflict, which if once commenced no one could tell where it would end,
and seeing no way to avoid it except by the aid of United States forces, I again wrote
another communication to Col. Sumner, and sent it to him by special dispatch about
three o'clock on the morning of the 7th, requesting his presence, a copy of which I
send you herewith, marked “E.” I received no reply until my return to this place,
after the difficulty had been arranged. I send you a copy of this reply, marked “ F.”

Early on the morning of the 7th instant I repaired to the camp at Lawrence, and
found them busily engaged on their fortifications and drilling their forces, and had
a full and satisfactory interview with the committee appointed by the forces in Law-
rence in relation to the impending difficulties. So far as the execution of the laws
was concerned, we had no difficulty in coming to a satisfactory understanding. It
was at once agreed that the laws of the Territory should have their regular course,
and that those who disputed them should, if they desired to do so, test that question
in the judicial tribunals of the country; that in the meantime no resistance should
be made to their due exeécution, and the citizens of Lawrence and vicinity were, when
properly called on, to aid in the arrest of anyone charged with their violation, and
to nid and assist in the preservation of the peace and good order of society; while
on my part I gave them every assurance in my power that they should be protected
in all their rights, and defended against all unlawful aggressions. It is proper that
I should say that they claimed that a large majority of them had always held and
inculeated the same views. The assurance I received entirely satisfied me that no
one against whom a writ was issned was then in Lawrence; that they had all fled; and
that they were harboring, concealing or defending no one against whom a writ had
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been issued; and that hereafter there would be no combined effort made to prevent
the service of any process in the county of Douglas.

This was entirely satisfactory, and all that had been desired. But, to satisfy the
forces that surrounded Lawrence, so that they eould be indueed to retire in order, was
the great difficulty to be overcome. To issue an order to the sheriff to disband his
posse, and to Generals Richardson and Strickler to disband their forces, would have
been to let loose this large body of men, who would have been left withont control to
follow the impulse of their feelings, which evidently was to attack and disarm the
people of Lawrence. Early on the morning of the 8th, through the influence of
some leading men, I procured thirteen of the leading eaptains in the Wakarusa camp
to be nppointed a committee to confer with a committee from the Lawrence camp,
to meet at Franklin, midway between the two hostile forces. I proceeded to the
Lawrence camp, and returned to Franklin in the evening with the ecommittee, when the
proposed interview took place. This interview, which lasted for some time, resulted
in producing a better state of feeling: and the committee from the Wakarusa camp
were satisfied to retire without doing anything more, and so reported to the army.
This, with the active exertions of myself and others, produced a better feeling among
the men, and by daylight on the morning of the 9th I felt I could with safety order
the forces to disband, and aceordingly did so. They retired in order, and refrained
from any act of violence; but it was evident that there was a silent dissatisfaction at
the course I had taken, But I was conscious I was right, and that my course would
be sanctiéned alike by the dietates of humanity and sound policy. I returned to
Lawrence on the 9th, and remained until the morning of the 10th; when everything
remained quiet and safe, I returned to this place.

Everything is quiet now, but it is my duty to say to you frankly that I have fore-
bodings as to the future. The militia or volunteer corps cannot be relied upon to
preserve the peace in these civil-party contests, or where partisans are concerned.
A call on the militia will generally bring in conflict the two parties. I am satisfied
that the only force that can be used in this Territory in enforcing the laws or pre-
serving the peace are those of the United States; and with this view I would suggest
that the Executive of this Territory be authorized to call on the forces of the United
States when, in his judgment, the public peace and tranquility, or the execution of the
laws, may require their assistance. Should there be an outbreak it will most proba-
bly be sudden, and before orders can be obtained from Washington the crisis will
have passed.

I send you herewith copies of various affidavits, letters, &e., which will give you
some information in detail touching the subject-matter of this dispateh.

1 have the honor to be your obedient servant, Winson SHANNON.

To his Excellency Franklin Pierce.

Decemeer 24, 1855.— Resignation of John W. Kavanaugh, as Justice
of the Peace for the county of Shawnee, received.

DrcemBeR 27, 1855.— Commission issued to J. W. Radecliff, as Clerk of
the Board of County Commissioners for the county of Madison.
Clommissions issued to James A. Hendrick and F.S. Hamilton, as Jus-
" tices of the Peace for the county of Madison.
Commissions issued to John Evans and James Munkres, as Constables for
the county of Madison.
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Commission issued to G. M. Symcoc, as Treasurer for the county of Mad-
ison. :

Commission issued to Jefferson Pigman, as Assessor for the county of Mad-
ison.

Commission issued to Thomas N. Stinson, as Treasurer for the county of
Shawnee.

Commission issued to Benjamin J. Newsom, as Assessor for the county of
Shawnee.

Commission issued to Edward Hoagland, as Justice of the Peace for the
township of Tecumseh, in the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued to Wm. P. Tuttle, as Justice of the Peace for the town-
. ship of Tecumseh, in the county of Shawnee.

Commission issued to Wm. P. Akins, as Justice of the Peace for Yocum
township, in the county of Shawnee.

(Clommission issued to John W. Skidmore, as Justice of the Peace for Yo-
cum township, in the county of Shawnee.

DecEMBER 28, 1855.— Commission issued to James Mathews, as Public
Administrator for Doniphan county, vice Foreman, resigned.

Commission issued to J. B. Matlock, as Constable for Iowa township, in
the county of Doniphan, vice Pateet, resigned.

Commission issued to Wm. Flenn, as Justice of the Peace for Iowa town-
ship, in the county of Doniphan, vice Lewis, resigned.

Commission issued to Henry Beauchamp, as Justice of the Peace for Wayne
township, in the county of Doniphan.

JANUARY 2, 1856.—Commission issued to Ludwell Evans, Justice of the
Peace for the county of Lykens.

Janvary 14, 1856.— Commission issued to James H. Merrill, Constable
for Washington township, in the county of Doniphan, viece —— Johnson,
resigned.

Commissions issued to B, F. Thomson and Branham Hill, Justices of the
Peace for Bourbon county; also to Alexander Howard and William Moffat,
Constables for said county of Bourbon.

JaNvARY 25, 1856, — Commission issued to Larkin Ellison, Justice of
the Peace for Shannon township, in the county of Atchison, viee J. C. Man-
nion, who failed to qualify.

Commission issued to Juniug T. Hereford, Assessor for the county of
Atchison, vice Samuel 8. Walters, who failed to qualify.

Commission issued to Henry Kuhn, County Surveyor for the county of
Atchison.
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Commission issued to Alexander E. Mayhew, Justice of the Peace for
Shannon township, in the county of Atchison.

JANUARY 26, 1856.— Commission issued to Westley Garrett, as Treasurer
for the county of Douglas.

JANUARY 28, 1856.— Commission issued fo Bennett Burnam, as County
Surveyor for the county of Leavenworth.

FesruARry 1, 1856.—Commissions issued to the officers of a company of
volunteer militia, in the county of Leavenworth, called the ‘ Kickapoo
Rangers,” as follows : :

To John W. Martin, Captain; W. H. Elliot, First Lieutenant; D. A. N,
Grover, Second Lieutenant; and M. P. Riveley, Third Lieutenant.

Commission issued to James B. Blake, Coroner for the county of Leaven-
worth.,

FEBRUARY b, 1856.— Commission issued to Peter Crockett, Justice of the
Peace for Lawrence township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to J. N. Hargus, Justice of the Peace for Louisiana
township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Edward Chapman, Assessor for the county of
Douglas.

FEBRUARY 8, 1856.— Commission issued to Daniel Dofflemyer, Justice
of the Peace for the county of Johnson. :

Commission issued to Tsaac Parish, Sheriff of the county of Johnson, viee
B. F. Johnson, resigned.

Frruary 12, 1856.—Commission issued to Christopher C. Redman.
Justice of the Peace for Delaware township, in the county of Leavenworth,

FeprusRy 29, 1856.—Commission issued to C. H. Price, Justice of the
Peace for the county of Anderson.

Commission issued to Thomas Totten, Clerk of the Board of County Com-
missioners for the county of Anderson.

Commission issued to C. H. Price, County Treasurer for the county of
Anderson.

Commissions issued to the following officers of a volunteer militia com-
pany in the county of Atchison :

To J. H. Stringfellow, Captain; R. S. Kelley, First Lieutenant; AL G
Westbrook, Second Lieutenant; and J. H. Blassingame, Third Lieutenant.

Marc 1, 1856.—Resignation of Robert M. Clark, as Colonel of the First
Regiment, Northern Division, Kansas Militia, received.
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Commission issued to John Waitman, County Commissioner for Ander-
son county, vice F. P. Brown, declined. 3

Commission issued to D. McCammon, Sheriff of Anderson county, vice
Anderson Rice, declined.

Marcn 4, 1856.— Commission issued to Thomas J. Payne, Justice of the
Peace for Walnut township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Milton Utt, as Justice of the Peace for Wolf River
township, in the county of Doniphan.

Commission issued to Alfred R. Bailey, Constable for Walnut township, in
the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Thomas Connelley, County Surveyor for the county
of Douglas.

Commission issued to 8. J. Waful, as Constable in Lecompton township,
Douglas county.

Commission issued to R. B. Nelson, as Justice of the Peace in Lecompton
township, Douglas county.

Commission issued to Jackson Crockett, Constable in Lawrence township,
Douglas eounty.

Commission issued to Andrew J. Sparr, Justice of the Peace in Louisiana
township, Douglas county.

Marca 5, 1856.— Commission issued to Joseph Kellogg, Notary Public
for the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to William Barbee, Notary Public for the county of
Leavenworth.

Marca 7, 1856.— Commission issued to William J. Sinclair, as Com-
missioner of Deeds for the Territory of Kansas in the State of New York.

Commission issued to Seth Smith, Commissioner of Deeds for the Terri-
tory of Kansas in the State of Indiana.

Marocm 21, 1856.— Commission issued to John M. Vance, Notary Public
in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Alexander S. Gray, Commissioner of Deeds for Kan-
sas Territory in the State of Wisconsin.

Commission issued to William Helm, Constable:for Wakarusa township,
in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Wm. E. Brown, Justice of the Peace for Delaware
township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Marcr 22, 1856.— Commission issued to John H. Tate, Justice of the
Peace for Johnson township, in the county of Linn,
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Commission issued to William Hays, Justice of the Peace for Scott town-
ship, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to Joshua Sheek, Justice of the Peace for Scott town-
ship, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to William Smit?, J ustice of the Peace for Richland
township, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to Zebediah Leasure, Constable for Scott township, in
the county of Linn.

MarcH 24, 1856.— Commission issued to James Armstrong, J ustice of the
Peace for the county of Lykens.

Commission issued to P. T. Gloves, Justice of the Peace for Johnson
township, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to Elisha Tucker, Coroner for the county of Linn.

Commission issued to Joseph Bowin, Justice of the Peace for Seott town-
ship, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to Joseph D. Wilmot, Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners for the county of Linn.

Commission issued to James M. Howell, Constable for Johnson township,
in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to James P. Fox, County Treasurer for the county of
Linn.

Commission issued to T.E. Means, Justice of the Peace for Richland
township, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to E. Bradford, Justice of the Peace for Richland town-
ghip, in the county of Linn.

Commission issued to J. M. Hampton, Constable for Richland township, in
Linn county.

Marcr 25, 1856.— Commission issued to Stephen B. Williams, Sheriff of
Riley county. e

Marcn 26, 1856.— Commission issued to E. Hoagland, Notary Public for
Shawnee county.

Marcr 27, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers,
for Jefferson county:
To Henry Owens, County Commissioner.
M. Christoson, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.
W. F. Dyer, County Treasurer.
Wm. Sprague, Assessor for the county.
T. A. Chapman, Coroner for the county.
D. R. Sprague, Justice of the Peace in Osawkee township.
J. R. Beegle, Constable in Osawkee township.
W, Meredith, Justice of the Peace in Slough Creek township.
J. H. C. Hopewell, Constable in Slough Creek township.
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Marcen 31, 1856.— Commission issued to Wm. H. Harris, County Com-
missioner for Nemaha county.

ArriL 8, 1856.— Commission issued to John Pieratt, Justice of the Peace
for Franklin township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to J. C. Evans, Justice of the Peace for Wakarusa
township, in the county of Douglas.

Commission issued to Stephen Livingston, Justice of the Peace for Law-
rence township, in the county of Douglas.

Aprin 15, 1856.— Commission issued to Wilson Roberts, Justice of the
Peace for Leavenworth township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to John M. Taylor, Justice of the Peace for Leaven-
~ worth township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Aprin 19, 1856.— Commission issued to Wm. J. Preston, Lieutenant
Colonel, Second Regiment, Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to Wm. F. Donaldson, Adjutant of the Second Regi-
ment, Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to Dr. B. C. Brooke, Surgeon of the Second Regiment,
Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to George H. Cole, Major of the Second Regiment,
Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to John Shannon, Quartermaster Second Regiment,
Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to John Riffel, Second Lieutenant Company A,
Lecompton Guards.

Commission issued to A. Macauley, Notary Public for the county of
Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Anderson Caslee, Coroner for the county of Ander-
son,

Commissions issued to the following-named officers of the “ Tustunuggee
Mounted Rifles,” a volunteer militia company, in the county of Douglas:.
To George W. Clarke, Captain.
Wm. C. Webster, Firsc Lieutenant.
J. C. Thompson, Second Lieutenant.
0. H. Brown, Third Lieutenant.
Commission issued to John Donaldson, Captain Company A, “ Lecomp-
ton Riflemen.”

ApriL 20, 1856.— Gov. Shannon addressed the following letter to Col.
E. V. Sumner, at Fort Leavenworth :

Execvrive Orrroe, Lecoreron, K. T., April 20, 1856.
Cor. BumNer —S8ir: T have been duly advised by Samuel J. Jones, sheriff of Doug-
las county, in this Territory, that, having a warrant in his hands against a man by
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the name of 8. N. Wood, he proceeded to the town of Lawrence on yesterday and ar-
rested him, but that he was immediately rescued out of his hands by some twenty
men, and that he was unable to retake him. Having obtained warrants against sev-
eral of those engaged in said rescue, he proceeded this day to the town of Lawrence
with a civil posse of five men, with the view of recapturing the said Wood, and ar-
resting the other parties against whom he had warrants, but was again resisted, and
unable to recapture Wood, or take any of the parties against whom he had warrants.
He has called upon me for a competent posse to enable him to execute the legal pro-
cess in his hands. Knowing the irritated feelings that exist between the two parties
in this Territory, growing out of their former difficulties, and being exceedingly de-
sirous to avoid the effusion of blood, or any cause or excuse for further conflict or
disturbance, I have thought it ‘most adv jsable to call on you for an officer and six
men to accompany the sheriff and aid him in the execution of the legal process in
his hands. This force will be sufficient to overpower any foree or persons against
whom the sheriff holds warrants, and I will not anticipate resistance beyond this at
present. To call on any of the citizens of the county to accompany the sheriff and
aid in overpowering the resistance on the part of the defendants, that is anticipated,
would most probably lead to a conflict which, when once commenced, it is difficult to
foresee where it might end, but in the use of the U. 8. troops, no personal or party
feelings can exist on either side, and their presence will most likely command obedi-
ence to the laws. I have to ask you, therefore, to detach to this place immediately
an officer with six men to aid and assist the sheriff of this county in the execution of
the warrants in his hands. 1 have the honor to be, your most ob't svt.,
(8igned) Winson BHANNON.

ApriL 22, 1856 — Commissions issued to the following-named officers of
a volunteer company in the county of Douglas, called the “ Willow Springs
Company :”
To J. P. Saunders, Captain.
Wilson Luck, First Lieutenant.
John Hancher, Second Lieutenant.
Commission issued to John H. Stringfellow, Colonel First Regiment, First
Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia.
Commission issued to Wm. F. Donaldson, Assessor for Douglas county,
viee . Chapman, resigned.
Commission issued to Rawley Hopper, Constable for Lawrence township,
in the county of Douglas.
Commission issued to Robert C. Bishop, Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners for Douglas county, vice James Christian, resigned.

Aprir 25, 1856.—Governor Shannon addressed the following letter to
Col. Sumner:

Exrovrive OrricE, LECOMPTON, K. T., April 25, 1856.

Cor. Svmser — Sir: I am satisfied that the persons against whom writs have been
issued and placed in the hands of the sheriff of this county, and who have not bheen
taken, have secreted themselves or fled, so that for the present no further arrests can
be made.
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Nevertheless I deem it prudent to have a military posse or guard of thirty men
stationed at this place and subject to my orders, to act in case of an emergency.

I would therefore request that you furnish me with such a guard from your com-
mand, to be used as a sherifi’s posse and to preserve the peace, as occasion may
require. I have no further requisition to make on you at present, but would respect-
fully request you to hold your command in readiness to act at a moment’s warning,
if required by me to enforce the laws and preserve the peace,

Yours, with great respeet,
( Bigned ) Wirson BrANNON,

Arrin 27, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following officers in Jeffer-
gon county:
To Henry Marshall, Justice of the Peace for Jefferson township.
Robert Grant, Constable for the same township.
Gant Cozim, Surveyor for the county.
8. L. Jones, Justice of the Peace for Osawkee township.
Samuel Johnson, Justice of the Peace for Grasshopper Falls town-
ship.
Joseph Haddicks, Constable for the same township.

Aprir 29, 1856.— Commission issued to Henry Cox, Justice of the Peace
for Timber Hill township, in the ecounty of Bourbon.
Commission issued to James Smith, Constable for the county of Bourbon.

Arrin 30, 1856.— Commission issued to William C. Ford, Commissioner
of Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of New York.

May 1, 1856,— Commissions issued to the following officers in the county
of Riley:
To E. G. Hinton, Constable of Dyer township.
Wm. Gillaspie, Justice of the Peace for the same township.
Henry Bishop, Constable of Dyer township.
Commissions issued to the following officers in Davis county, attached to
Riley : '
To C. L. Sanford, Justice of the Peace for McDowell township.
Lafayette O. Oliver, Constable of Douglas township,

May 4, 1856.—Commission issued to David W. Hutchinson, Commis-
sioner of Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of Pennsylvania.

May 5, 1856.— Commission issued to Thomas Van Ada, Justice of the
Peace for Wyandotte township, in the county of Leavenworth.

Commission issued to Benjamin Johnson, Justice of the Peace for Wyan-
dotte township, in the county of Leavenworth.
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Commissions issued to the following officers in the county of Calhoun:
To Perry Fleshman, Assessor of eaid county.

Anthony Wilson, Treasurer of said county.
Raleigh J. Fulton, Sheriff for said county, vice James T. Wilson, resigned.

May 9, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following officers in companies
B and C, of the First Brigade, Southern Division, Kansas Militia:
To J. H. Arbuckle, Captain Company B.
G. T. Johnson, First Lieutenant Company B.
Joseph Goodyn, Second Lieutenant Company B.
Samuel Boone, Third Lieutenant Company B.
Wm. B. Eubanks, Captain Company C.
W 8. Ferguson, First Lieatenant Company C.
James Armstrong, Second Lieutenant Company C.

May 9, 1856.—Commission issued to George W. Cassedy, Commissioner
of Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of New Jersey.

Commission issued to L. McArthur, Notary Public for the county of
Doniphan.

May 10, 1856.— Commission issued to E. L. Yates, Major Third Regi-
ment, Northern Division, Kansas Militia.

May 18, 1856 —Commissions issued to the following officers of the North-
ern Division, Kansas Militia:
To T. J. Calhoun, Surgeon’s Mate, Third Regiment.
John Vanderhost, Sergeant Major, Third Regiment.
J. H. Blassingame, Lieutenant Colonel, Third Regiment.
Robert De Treville, Captain of Palmetto Rifles, of the county of
Atehison, in the Third Regiment.
R. D. White, First Lieutenant, Palmetto Rifles.
A. F. Morrall, Second Lieutenant, Palmetto Rifles.
K. T. Palmer, Third Lieutenant, Palmetto Rifles.
W. 8. Brewster, Quartermaster, Third Regiment.
F. G. Palmer, Adjutant, Third Regiment.
J. P. Carr, Paymaster, Third Regiment.
G. F. Larcy, Surgeon, Third Regiment.

May 20, 1856.—Commissions issued to the officers of the Volunteer Com-
pany in Doniphan county, called the “Doniphan Tigers,” as follows:
To Alex. H. Dunning, Captain.
Wm. Sublett, First Lieutenant.
Chas. M. Thompson, Second Lieutenant.
Sylvester Hudson, Third Lieutenant.
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May 20, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers, of
the Atchison Guard, a volunteer company of eavalry, in the county of Atchi-
son:

To A. J. Frederick, Captain.

J. W. Stringfellow, First Lieutenant.
R. 8. Kelley, Second Lieutenant.

May 21, 1856.— Gov. Shannon writes to Col. Sumner, as follows :

Execurive Orrroe, Lecompron, K. T., May 21, 1856,

Cor. SumNER— Sir: The United States Marshal has made all the arrests in Law-
rence that can in his judgment now be made, and dismissed his posse. The sheriff
has also got through making arrests on warrants in his hands, and I presume by this
time has dismissed his posse. In view of the excitement and present state of feel-
ing in the county, and for the purpose of securing the safety of ‘the citizens, both
in person and property, as well as to aid in the execution of the laws and preserva-
tion of the peace in the Territory, I think it necessary to have stationed at or near
Lawrence, one company of United States troops—a like company at or near this
place, and a like company at or near Topeka. I have therefore to ask you to de-
tach from your command three companies,one to be stationed at or near each place
above designated. It is important that this should be done with as little delay as
possible. Some three or four arrests have been made by the United States Marshal
of persons charged by the Grand Jury of the United States Distriet Court with the
erime of high treason. Bills of a similar character have been found in the same
eourt against others.

The armed organization to resist the laws would seem to be broken up for the
present, as far as the town of Lawrence is concerned, but there is danger that this
formidable organization may show itself at some other point unless held in check by
the presence of a force competent to put it down.

The only force that I feel safe in using in the civil commotions is the troops of
the United States, and by & prompt and judicious location of these troops at proper
points in the Territory, I feel confident that order will be restored, the supremacy of
the laws maintained, and a civil war prevented.

With great respeet and esteem,
(Signed ) Wirson Bmanson.

May 27, 1856.— The following letter was forwarded to Col. Sumner by
eXpress:

Execurive Orrioe, Lecomeron, K. T., May 27, 1856.

Cor. Sumnen: I received, last night about twelve o'clock, reliable information by
a special dispatch from Osawatomie, in the county of Franklin, that on last Satur-
day night five persons had been taken out of their houses and cruelly murdered; that
it seems to be a regular system of private assassination which the Free-State party
had adopted toward their opponents.

Under these circumstances, I am compelled to send into that county Capt. Wood
and his whole eommand, who is stationed at Lawrence, leaving that place without
any force. I have to ask you, therefore, to send me two more eompanies, with direc-
tions for them to camp at or near Lawrence until they receive further orders.

Yours, with great respect,
(Bigned ) Wirson SmANNON.
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May 28, 1856,— Commission issued to Thomas M. Crowder, Notary Pub-
lie for the county of Douglas.

(lommission issued to Vincent Jones, Justice of the Peace for Mount Pleas-
ant township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to James C. Beeson, Constable for Mount Pleasant
township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to James N. Bradley, Justice of the Peace for Walnut
township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Martin T. Baily, Justice of the Peace for Walnut
township, in the county of Atchison.

Commission issued to Edward Wylie, Constable for Grasshopper town-
ship, in the county of Atchison.

May 31, 1856.— Commission issued to John (. Sims, Tax Assessor for
Shawnee county, with the counties of Weller and Richardson attached.

Juse 1, 1856.— Governor Shannon writes to Col. Sumner as follows:
Execvrive Orrice, Lecomeron, K. T., June 1, 1856.
Cor. Suanes—Sir: I desire to obtain from you two more companies —one to
strengthen Captain Newby at Lawrence, the other Captain Wood in Franklin county,
south of Lawrence. Both these commands are too weak to deal with the armed
bodies of lawless men by which they are surrounded.
Major Sedgwick will communieate to you more detailed information as to what
has transpired. 3 Yours, with great respect,
(Signed ) Wirson SHANNON.

JusE 3, 1856.—Commission issued to Julius Pomeroy, Commissioner of
Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of New York.

Commission issued to Thomas Boyles, Commissioner of Deeds for Kansas
Territory in the State of Tennessee.

Commission issued to John A. Lynch, Commissioner of Deeds for Kansas
Territory in the State of Ohio. _

(Commission issued to Louis Trumble, Constable for the county of Marshall.

Commission issued to William Saunders, Justice of the Peace for Mar-
ghall county.

Commission issued to Jarson Masterson, Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners for Linn county, vice Joseph Wilmot, resigned.

Juxe 4, 1856.—-(_}uverﬁor Shannon to Colonel Sumner :

Execvrive Orrioe, Lecomeron, K. T., June 4, 1856.

Cor. Sumser— Sir: I desire to have carried out the following plan, with the view
of preserving the peace and good order of this Territory:

1st. A detachment of troops to be stationed at or near the town of Franklin, to
protect that place from attacks which have been repeatedly threatened, and for the
purpose of repelling any armed force which may approach from below with the view
of attacking the citizens of Lawrence.

21




I ————————

312 STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

2d. A similar detachment to be stationed at or near Mr. Lehay's, which is eight
miles up the Wakarusa valley from Franklin.

8d. A similar detachment to be stationed at or near Mr. Buckley’s, at Hickory
Point, about eight miles distant from Blanton’s Bridge.

4th. A similar detachment to be stationed at or near St. Bernard, in the southern
part of this (Douglas) county.

Directions have already been given to Capt Wood to station a portion of his eom-
mand at this place. ¥

5th. A detachment of troops to be sent forthwith to P almyra, or the place where
the difficulty occurred the day before yesterday, with orders to disperse all armed
bodies of men who are threatening the peace of the country, and who are not organ-
ized under the law. They should be compelled to give up to the owners all horses or
other property taken or pressed into Their service, to discharge and set at liberty
all prisoners by them taken and held, and if they refuse to disperse, foree should be
used to compel them to do so, and they should be deprived of their arms. All armed
bodies of men not acting under the law should be dispersed, and if they reassemble,
disarmed. This is not applicable to citizens organized into military bodies under
the law, and legally called out, or to those who in good faith have associated them-
selves together merely to repel a threatened attack on themselves or property, and
not for any aggressive act.

6th. All notices given to citizens or persons found in the Territory to leave the
country or their houses, or any particular locality, are to be considered and treated
as violations of law, as tending to breaches of the peace, and to excite violence and
disorder.

7th. In earrying out the above plan, no distinetion or inquiry is to be made as to
the party, bat all parties and persons are to be treated alike under like cireum-
stances.

8th. All law-abiding citizens, no matter to what party they 'may belong, must be
protected in their persons and property, and all military organizations to resist the
execution of thelaws or to disturb the peace and good order of the community must
be dispersed. Yours with respect,

(Bigned) Wirson SHANNON.

Governor Shannon to Col. Sumner:

Execvrive Deparrmest, Lecomrron, K. T., June 4, 1856,

Cor. Sumyes—Sir: It is said there are about three hundred Free-State men in
Prairie City, fortified and prepared to fight. Captain Pate and some twenty or
thirty prisoners are said to be confined at this place. This place is near Palmyra,
‘and a little south of the Santa Fé road. Yours, &e.,

(Bigned ) WiLsoN SHANNON.
PROCLAMATION.
By the Governor of the Territory of Kansas.

Whereas, information has been received by us that armed bodies of men exist in
different parts of this Territory, who have committed and threatened to commit acts
of lawless violence on peaceable and unoffending citizens — taking them prisoners,
despoiling them of their property, and threatening great personal violence;

It appearing, also, that armed combinations have been formed for the avowed
purpose of resisting the execution of the Territorial laws and preventing the execu-
tion of any process by the officers of this Territory;

It appearing further, that individuals, as well as associated bodies of men, have
assumed to themselves the power of notifying citizens of the Territory to leave their




abodes, and in some cases to quit the country, under threats of inflicting severe pen-
alties on those who do not comply:

Now, therefore, I, Wilson Shannon, Governor of the Territory of Kansas, do issue this,
my proclamation, to command all persons belonging to military organizations within
this Territory, not authorized by the laws thereof, to disperse and retire peaceably
to their respective abodes; and to warn all such persons that these military organiza-
tions for such purposes are illegal, and, if necessary, will be dispersed by the mili-
tary force placed by the President of the United States at my disposal for the
purpose of preserving the peace and enforeing the laws of the Territory; that steps
have been taken to disperse all unlawful military eombinations which are threatening
the peace of the country and the good order of society, and to disarm them shonld
they reassemble. All eivil officers of the Government are required to be vigilant in
enforcing the laws against such offenders and in protecting the citi both in
their persons and property, against all violence and wrong.

I further declare that all notices given to citizens, or persons found in the Terri-
tory, to leave the same, or their houses, or any particular locality, are unauthorized
by law and highly reprehensible, as tending to breaches of the peace and violence
and disorder.

1 further declare that all law-abiding citizens of the Territory, without regard to
party names or distinetions, must be protected in their persons and property; and
that all military organizations to resist the execution of the laws of the Territory,
or to disturb the peace thereof, must be dispersed; and all aggression from without
the Territory must be repelled. That the military force placed under the control
of the Executive of this Territory is amply sufficient to enforce the laws and to
protect the citizens in their rights.

I further deelare that in earrying out this proclamation, no distinetion or ingquiry
is to be made as to party, but all persons of all parties are to be treated alike under
like circumstances.

«(bedience to the laws and consequent security of the citizens of Kansas, are
primary objeets; and all lawless violence within the Territory, in whatever form it
may manifest itself, must be repressed;” and the proclamation of the President of
the United States of the 11th of February last will be strictly enforced; and a
requisition has been made on Col. Sumner for a sufficient military force to insure
obedience to this proclamation.

1 call on all good citizens to aid and assist in preserving peace, repressing vio-
lence, and in bringing offenders to justice, and in maintaining the supremacy of
the law.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be
(emaz.) affixed the seal of the Territory, this 4th day of June, 1856.
By the Governor: Wirson SHANNON.
Dast. Woopson, Secrelary.

Gov. Shannon to Col. Sumner:
Exgovrive Orrice, Lecomerox, K. T., June 4, 1856.

Cox. Svmser—Sir: I have just received reliable information from Franklin, that
that place was attacked last night by a body of armed men numbering about one hun-
dred and fifty, and that one man in Franklin was mortally wounded and some five or
gix taken prisoners.

1 have also reliable information that the house of Lehay’s is to be attacked to-
night, and a messenger has been sent in for aid.

Unless prompt measures are taken, the citizens of the Wakarusa valley will all be
butchered by this lawless band of assassins. The troops must move at once, or the
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people will rise in mass to defend themselves and their friends, and Missouri will
pour into this Territory her thousands.
I do hope you will adopt prompt measures to put 4 stop to these outrages—to de-
fend Franklin and Lehay's house.
Any delay in planting the military posts at the places I have designated will lead
to fearful consequences —a few days’ delay will supersede the necessity.
The proclamation is being set up; I will send you a number of copies.
Yours with respect,
(Signed) WirsoN SHANNON.
N. B.—The bearer of this will pilot a detachment to Lehay's house. This is one
of the places where I proposed to station a detachment of troops.
It seems these lawless men attack and shoot down our citizens in view of the U. 8.
troope.
Gov. Shannon to Col. Sumner:
Execvrive Orrios, June 4, 1856,
Cov. Sumner —Sir: Col. Preston, the bearer of this, is deputy sheriff of this county,
and will accompany the command, so as to be ready to act as eircumstances may re-
quire. We have no deputy marshal that can go.
Dr. Wood, if he can obtain a horse, will go along as a pilot.
The young man who came in from Lehay’s understands localities tolerably well.
Yours,
(Bigned) Wirson SHANNON.
JuxEe 8, 1856.— Commission issued to John W. Magill, Commissioner of
Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of Illinois.

Juse 14, 1856.—The Governor addressed the following letter to Col.
Sumner:
Exeovrive OFFIcE, June 14, 1856.
Cor. Sumner — Sir: I send you two copies of the proclamation —all I can find.
The complaints of robberies on the roads near Westport are distressing. 1 hope
you will clear those roads, and drive these people back at once.
Yours, &e.,
(Bigned) Winson BHANNON.

Juxe 13, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers for
the county of Marshall:
To James M. McCloskey, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.
George F. Hubbard, Sheriff, viee Clarke, deceased.
Lewis Harding, Justice of the Peace.
William B. Hubbard, Constable.
William A. Glenn, Assessor for the county.
Clarles M. Greever, County Treasurer.
M. L. Dunean, County Commissioner, viee —— Cramer, who is not in
the county.

Juxe 19, 1856.—Commission issued to David Wilson, Justice of the
Peace for Half-Day township, in the county of Calhoun.
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Governor Shannon to Col. Sumner:

Execvrive Orrice, June 23, 1856.

Cor. Sumses— Sir: I am eompelled to visit 8t. Lonis on official business, which
can no longer be postponed. I will be absent probably about ten days, but I will
return as soon as my official duties will permit. In the meantime, I deem it of the
utmost importance that the whole of your disposable force should be stationed at
suitable points in that portion of the Territory which has been most disturbed, and
which is still threatened with further disturbance.

Your knowledge of the country and the difficulties which have heretofore existed,
will enable you to dispose of your command o as to be most effective in preserving
the peace. It is important, I think, to retain one company midway between Law-
rence and Franklin —one near Palmyra or Hickory Point, one in the Osawatomie
country, and to station two companies at Topeka previous to the 4th of July next,
the time fixed for the reassembling of the Legislature under what is celled the Free-
State Constitution.

It is doubtful whether this pretended legislative body will reassemble, as many of
the Free-State party are hostile to such a step. But it is true on the other hand,
that there are a number of that party who are zealously urging the members of that
body to meet on the 4th proximo, and enact a code of laws, to be at once put in
force at all hazards. Now should this policy be adopted in the present excitable
state of the country, I have no hesitation in believing that it would produce an out-
break more fearful by far in its consequences than any we have heretofore witnessed.
The peace and quiet which now prevail throughout the whole Territory would be
destroyed for the time being, and the whole country greatly agitated. These unfor-
tunate results must be avoided, if possible. I need not say to you that if this
legislative body should reassemble on the 4th proximo, that those within and without
the Territory who desire to bring about a conflict of arms between the two parties,
would eagerly avail themselves of such an occasion to reorganize their military
companies and commence hostilities against their political opponents. Indeed, it
is impossible to doubt that if this body meets, enacts laws and seeks to enforce
them, that eivil war will be the inevitable result. Two governments cannot exist at
one and the same time in this Territory in practical operation. One or the other
must be overthrown, and the struggle between the equal government established by
Congress and that by the Topeka Constitution, would result in a civil war, the fearful
consequences of which no one can foresee. Should this body reassemble and enact
laws, (and they can have no other object in meeting,) they will be an illegal body,
threatening the peace of the whole country, and therefore should be dispersed.

Their meeting together as legislators and enacting or attempting to enact laws,
will be in direct violation of an express statute. I beg leave to call your attention
to the 23d section. at page 280, of the Territorial Statutes. That section provides:

“That if any person shall take upon himself any office or public trust in this Territory, and ex-
ercise any power to do any act appertaining to such office or trust, without a lawful appointment or

deputation, he shall, upon couviction, be adjndged guilty of a misd ,and punished by a fine
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jall not exceeding one year.”

It will not be elaimed that the members of this so-called Legislative Assembly have
any lawful “appointment,” or “deputation”; that is, that they were elected or ap-
pointed in pursuance to any law. The organic act prescribes the mode by which the
members of the Legislative A bly shall be elected, &e. There is no pretense that
the body in question derives its power or its existence from the organic act. These
men have therefore no *lawful appointment,” and if they exercise the functions of
legislators within this Territory they violate the provisions of the above-recited act.

S
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There can be no mistake, therefore, in considering them an illegal body, assuming
the office of legislators in this Territory, in violation of law; and as such, when the
peace and tranquility of the country require it, as they obviously do in this case, they
should be dispersed.

Should, therefore, this pretended legislative body meet as proposed, you will dis-
perse them, peaceably if you ean, forcibly if necessary. Should they reassemble at
some other place, or at the same place, you will take care that they arve again dis-
persed. The civil authorities will be instructed to cobperate with you, if it is found
necessary, in order to break up this illegal body and to institute proeeedings against
the several members under the above statute. But it is hoped and believed that no
such step will be required.

If rumor is to be credited, there is danger that armed aggressive parties may enter
the northern part of the Territory, with the view of sustaining this pretended legis-
lative body, and the party who are resisting the execution of the Territorial laws.
Instructions heretofore given and by which you have been governed in dispersing
all organized bodies of armed men, threatening the peace of the country, are appli-
eable to these armed aggressive parties from the north, which, should they enter the
Territory, you will disperse, and, if necessary for the peace and security of the
ecountry, disarm.

Should the command of Col. Cooke be necessary to be called out in my absence,
you will notify Col. Woodson of the fact, and he will promptly issue his requisition
as acting Governor, upon him.

I have the honor to be yours, with great respect,
(Signed ) WiLsoN SHANNON.

Gov. Shannon to Col. Sumner:

Execurive OrrFice, Lecouproy, K. T., June 28, 1856.

Cor. SumsER — Sfr: Yours of this instant is received. I am just packing up to
start for St. Louis. It is impossible for me at this time to make the new arrange-
ments you request before leaving. I do hope it will be in your power to attend in
person this Topeka Legislature. I feel well assured that they will not be able to
obtain a quorum to transact business. But should we be disappointed in this, I think
it is a matter of the utmost importance that you should be present. You under-
stand the whole matter, and can do more with these people than anyone else. It
will be exceeding bad policy to reduce or withdraw either of the regiments in this
Territory. It is only the presence of the troops in the eountry, and the knowledge
that they ean and will be used, if occasion requires it, that keeps the country quiet
at this time. I will write the President and so state. The peace and quiet of this
Territory are certainly more important than any object to be accomplished by Gen.
Harney. I will certainly be back in ten days, and I hope at least no change will be
made in the programme untii I return. Should such be the case, it may bring on
difficulties from which it wiil be exceedingly difficult to extricate the country. Ibeg
of you to make no change until I return.
Yours with great respect,

(Bigned ) WiLsoN BHANNON.

JusE 24, 1856.— Gov. Shannon left Lecompton yesterday for St. Louis,
Missouri, on official business, expecting to be absent about ten days.
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June 29, 1856.— The Secretary, acting as Governor, sends the following
requisition to Col. Cooke, at Fort Riley :

Exgovrive Orrice, Lecomerox, K. T., June 29, 1856.

Cbl. P. St. George Cooke, Commanding at Fort Riley, K. T'— 818: Information having
been received at this office that large numbers of armed men are now on their way
to Topeka, for the purpose of sustaining the bogus Legislature, which, it is under-
stood, will attempt to meet at that place on the 4th proximo, enact laws, and put a
new government into practical operation in lien of the existing Territorial Govern-
ment established by act of Congress, 1 respectfully request that you will take the
field at once with all your available forces, and scour the country between Fort Riley
and the erossing opposite Topeka, for the purpose of repelling said armed invasion
of the Territory. My information leads me to believe that large numbers of armed
men have passed through Towa and Nebraska, and thence into this Territory, pro-
fessing to be emigrants to the Salt Lake valley, some of whom have crossed the river
above Fort Riley, and are now making their way in small parties towards Topeka,
whilst others are wending their way to the same point, on the north side of the Kan-
sas river.

I would suggest the propriety of stationing immediately a portion of your com-
mand at all the principal erossings between Fort Riley and Topeka, with the view of
intercepting all bodies of lawless men who may have entered the Territory, who
should invariably be disarmed and escorted out of its limits.

There has been an indictment found by the grand jury of Douglas county against
James H. Lane for high treason; also against A. H. Reeder for a like offense.
Should you, therefore, meet with them, they should be arrested and held subject to
the order of the Marshal of the Territory.

All bodies of insurgent citizens, or armed men organized outside of the law.
should be disarmed and dispersed. This is deemed indispensable to the preserva-
tion of the peace and the tranquility of the Territory.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Dant. Woopsox,
Aeting Governor of Kansas Territory.

Governor Shannon to the President:

z 8. Lovs, June 27, 1856,

His Excellency Franklin Pierce—Stn: I arrived in this ecity last evening, in thirty
hours from Kansas. Col. Sumner has returned from Westport, on the Missouri line.
The military companies that had entered the Territory from that State had all re-
tired and gone home. I cannot say they were satisfied, but they offered no resistance
to the United States troops. Col. Buford's company had crossed the line and were
encamped in Missouri. The number of his company is said to be small, and will
probably break up their military organization and move into the Territory as emi-
grants. The military organizations on the other side are all dispersed, and indeed
there are not at this time, on either side, any armed bodies of men in the Territory,
so far as I am advised. Those engaged or preparing to engage in these contests
have returned to their respective homes, and seem to be engaged in the peaceful pur-
suits of life. The entire success of the pelicy adopted must vindicate it before the
country, and recommend its continuance.

Col. Sumner advises me that his regiment is subject to the order of Gen. Harncy,
and liable to be called away at any time. It would greatly endanger the peace of the
Territory to have the troops now withdrawn from their various stations before
others were substituted in their places. They are located at different points in the
disturbed district, so as to put in check any movement that may be made on either
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side, to renew the troubles. The mere presence of these forces, with the knowledge
that they are authorized to aet promptly in dispersing and suppressing all illegal
military bodies, has the effect of preventing any attempt to renew the contest be-
tween the two parties. The quiet of the country has been mainly brought about
through the judicious use of the U. 8. troops, and must be maintained, at least for
some time to come, by the same means.

Judging from what I see in the public prints, there is some danger of armed bodies
of men entering the Territory from the north, with views hostile to the peace of the
country. That a powerful effort is being made in certain quarters to send bodies
of armed men into Kansas, from the north, is beyond doubt. Ample instruetions
have been given to Col. Sumner to meet all such bodies of men as soon as they eross
the line, and to disperse, and, if necessary, to disarm them. It is to be hoped, how-
ever, that they will follow the example set by the armed bodies that entered the
Territory from Missouri, and retire peacefully to their homes or seftle in the Terri-
tory as law-abiding citizens. Should it be found that large bodies of armed men
are preparing to enter the Territory from any quarter, it may be prudent to increase
the military force in the Territory. It would most likely have the effect of prevent-
ing entirely all such movements, or induce those engaged in them to lay aside their
implements of death and warlike views, and enter the country as bona fide immigrants.

I do not believe the Legislature under the Free-State Constitution will meet on the
4th of July next, the day to which they adjourned. But should they do =0, and at-
tempt to put in force their own code of laws, as advocated by some of the leading
men and most influential papers belonging to that party, it would result in the most
disastrous consequences to the peace of the Territory. In case they should meet,
the alternative will be presented either to run the hazard of these consequences, or
disperse this illegal body. I have adopted the latter alternative, for reasons stated
in my instruetions to Col. Sumner, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, and to
which I beg leave to refer you. " Yours with great respect,

(Signed) WirsoN SHANNON.

Juxe 30, 1856.— Commission issued to Wm. C. Webster, Justice of the
Peace at Coon Point, in the county of Douglas.

The acting Governor to Col. Sumner:

Exeovrive O¥rice, Lecomerox, K. T., June 30, 1856.

Cox. S8umner — Sir: Your dispatch of the 28th came to hand last evening. There
is now no ground to doubt that the bogus Legislature will attempt to convene on
the 4th proximo, at Topeka, and the most extensive preparations are being made
for the occasion. The eountry in the vicinty of Topeka is represented to be filled
with strangers who are making their way towards that point from all divections. Last
evening I received information through a gentleman residing in Lawrence, that a
dispatch had been received at that place the previous night, to the effect that Lane
was on his way to Topeka with a very large force, and was then somewhere between
that place and the Nebraska line,

Upon receiving this information, I sent a dispateh to Col. Cooke, requesting him
to place all his available force in the field at once, and scour the country between
Fort Riley and Topeka, for the purpose of intercepting the invaders and driving
them back.

It is deemed important that you should be in Topeka in person with at least two
companies, if they can be spared from other points. Judge Cato will be on the
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ground, and I have addressed a letter to the District Attorney, Col. A. J. Isacks, re-
(uesting him to come over at once and attend in person to getting out the neces-
sary legal process.
With sentiments of esteem, I am, very respectfully yours, &c.,
Daxn. Woobsos,
Acting Governor K. Territory.

Jury 1, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers of a
volunteer company in Jefferson county, called the “ Kentucky Rangers:”
To L. J. Hampton, Captain.
Aug. Shannon, First Lieutenant.
David Gray, Second Lieutenant.

Jury 3, 1856.—The following letter from Col. Sumner was received by

the acting Governor:
Heapquanters Frest CAVALRY, 2
Oame At TopEga, K. T., July 2, 1856.

Deax Sir: Twould be glad to see you to-morrow, with Judge Cato, Col. Isacks, and
Marshal Donaldson.

Bring the President’s and the Governor's proclamations and my instructiors
ander them, and also the letter of the Governor about the Topeka Legislature.

Very respectfully yours, :
(Bigned ) E. V. SBUMNEE,
Colonel First Cavalry, Commanding.
D. Woodson, Esq., Acting Governor of Kansas.

Jury 4, 1856.—The following letter from Col. Cooke was received by the
Acting Governor:

HeapguarTErs, Fort Rivey, K. T., July 1st, 1856,

Dear Sia: I received this morning, at 10 o'clock A. M., your requisition for mili-
tary aid, dated June 29.

At 8 o'elock Brevet Major H. H. Bibley marched with all my mounted foree, one
piece of artillery. &e. For your information, I inclose you a copy of his special
instructions. It will enable you to communicate with him, or the officer to be de-
tached opposite the Santa Fé road ferry. 1 have thought it best that he should go
by that most direct road, to head there any parties which, according to your supposi-
tion, may be descending the river by the south side.

Very respectfully, your obt. svt.,
P. 81, Georee COOKE,
- 4 Lt. Col. 2d Dragoons.
Danl. Woodson, Acting Gov. K. T., Lecompton.

The Acting Governor to Maj. Sibley:
In Cxae, Fresr Cavaney, AT Topexa, K. Bel
July 4, 18566 o'clock A. a. \
Mauj. H. H. Sibley, Second Dragoons— Sta: I respectfully request that you will ma=ch
your command down to the vicinity of Topeka and encamp for the day, just ab ive
the town. Very respectfully yours, Daxn, Woopsox,
Acting Gov. Kansas Territory.
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PROCLAMATION.
By the Acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas,

Whereas, we have been reliably informed that a number of persons claiming leg-
islative powers and anthority over the people of the Territory of Kansas are about
to assemble in the town of Topeka for the purpose of adopting a code of laws or
of exercising other legislative funetions, in violation of the aet of Congress organiz-
ing the Territory of Kansas, and of the laws adopted in pursuance thereof; and it
appearing that a military organization exists in this Territory for the purpose of
sustaining this unlawful legislative movement, and thus in effect to “subvert by vio-
lence all present constitutional and legal authority:”

And whereas, the President of the United States has, by proeclamation bearing
date the 11th February, 1856, declared that ** any such plan for the determination of
the future institutions of the Territory, if carried into action, will constitute the
fact of insurrection,” and therein commanded “all persons engaged in such unlaw-
ful combinations against the constituted anthority of the Territory of Kansas or
of the United States to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes;"

And whereas, satisfactory evidence exists that said proclamation of the President
has been disregarded by the persons and combinations above referred to:

Now, therefore, I, Daniel Woodson. acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas,
by virtue of the anthority vested in me by law, and in pursuanece of the aforesaid proc-
lamation of the President of the United States, and to the end of upholding the legal
and constitutional authority of the Territory, and of preserving the public peace
and tranquility, do issue this my proclamation, forbidding all persons claiming
legislative powers and authority as aforesaid from assembling, organizing, or at-
tempting to organize or act in any legislative eapacity whatever, under the penalties
attached to all willful violations of the laws of the land and disturbers of the peace
and tranquility of the country.

In’testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my hand and caused to

be affixed the seal of the Territory, this fourth day of July, 18566, and of

the independence of the United States the eighty-first. Daxt. Woopson,
Acting Governor of Kansas Territory.

[sEAL.]

To this proclamation Col. Sumner attached the following:

The proelamation of the President, and the orders under it, require me to sustain
the Executive of this Territory in executing the laws and preserving the peace. I
therefore hereby announce that I shall maintain this proelamation at all hazards.

E. V. BumMnERr,
Col. First Cavalry, Commanding.

Jury 7, 1856.—The acting Governor made the following requisition
upon Major Sedgwick, of the U. 8. Army:

Lecompron, KaNsas Ty., Execvrive Orrice, July 7, 1856,
Masor Sepewick —Sir: Deputy Marshal Wm. P. Fain having made application
to me for a posse to enable him to execute a number of legal writs which have been
placed in his hands, I respectfully request that you will furnish him with a small de-
tachment for that purpose.
Very respectfully yours, Dane. Woonson, Aeting Gov. Kansas Ty.

Jury 8, 1856.— Commission issued to James P. Fox, Major of Second
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Regiment, Second Brigade, Southern Division, Kansas Militia. Also, com-
missions issued to the following-named officers of the same regiment :
To John E. Brown, Captain First Volunteer Company, Riflemen.
Asbury C. Bradford, First Lieutenant, same company.
William Elliott, Second Lieutenant, same company.
Calvin M. McDaniel, Captain Company A, First Company of Infantry.
James E. Watkins, First Lieutenant, same company.
A. H. Smith, Second Lieutenant, same company.
Lee Love, Captain Company B, Second Infantry Company.
Henry Adkins, First Lieutenant, same company.
John G. Case, Second Lieutenant, same company.
James W. Howell, Captain Company C, Third Company of Infantry.
Philip Copple, First Lieutenant, same company.
James E. Laughlin, Second Lieutenant, same company.

Commission issued to James S. Barbee, Clerk of the Board of County Com-
missioners for the county of Allen; also to the following-named officers of
the same county:

To A. W. J. Brown, Probate Judge, vice Chas. Passmore, deceased.

James Johnson, Sheriff.

C. B. Houston, County Surveyor.

H. D. Parsons, Coroner.

H. H. Haywars, County Treasurer.

G. J. Morriss, County Assessor.

Hiram Cable, Justice of the Peace for Township No. L.
R. Fuqua, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 1.
William Sater, Constable for Township No. 1.

John Dunwoody, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 2.
William Avery, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 2.
Ozias Owen, Constable for Township No. 2.

Commissions issued to the following-named officers of the county of
Allen:

To Elias Copeland, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 3.

Thos. H. Bashayw, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 3.
John Brady, Justice of the Peace for Township No. 3.

(lommission issued to Wm. Blankenbaker, Justice of the Peace for John-

<on townghip, in the county of Linn.

Jury 9, 1856.— Commissions issued to Calmore L. Newman, Constable of
Wayne townghip, in the county of Doniphan, vice Saunders, resigned.

Commission issued to Henry Wingfield, Justice of the Peace for Rus-
sell township, in the county of Bourbon.
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JuLy 19, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers, in

the county of Franklin: )

To Ambrose B. Eperson, Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.
Thomas Merwin, Justice of the Peace for Pottawatomie township.
James Carter, Justice of the Peace for County Seat township.
Reuben Hacket, Justice of the Peace for Turkey Creek township.
Daniel Keezer, Constable for Turkey Creek township.

Buel Baker, Sheriff, viee R. Goldin, resigned.

Samuel M. Robertson, Probate Judge, vice John Yocum, removed
from the county.

Hiram Howard, County Commissioner,

Jury 25, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers in
Kentucky township, Jefferson county :
To Wm. F. Bayne, Justice of the Peace.
David 8. Grey, Justice of the Peace.
Vitus Fielding, Justice of the Peace.
Willis G. Steele, Constable.

Jury 25, 1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers in
Douglas county :
To William P. Fain, County Assessor.
James E. Thompson, Constable for the township of Lecompton.
Robert C. Bishop, Constable for the township of Lecompton.
Commission issued to William P. Hicklin, Justice of the Peace for Te-
cumseh township, in the county of Shawnee.

Jury 26, 1856.— Commission issued to Tulley Gilreath, Justice of the
Peace for Deer Creek township, in the county of Douglas.

Jury 28, 1856.— Commission issued to James Adkins, Third Lieutenant
of the “Kickapoo Rangers,” in the county of Leavenworth, vice M. Pierce
Rively, resigned.

Commissions issued to the following officers of the “Palmetto Rifles,” a
volunteer company in the county of Atchison :

To Robert D, White, Captain.

A. Morrall, First Lieutenant.
Wm. H. Grierson, Second Lieutenant.
Chas. B. Buist, Third Lieutenant.

Commission issued to Willinm J. Barnes, Captain First Company
Mounted Riflemen, Volunteers, of the Second Brigade, Southern Division,
Kansas Militia.
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Commission issued to Andrew J. Francis, Notary Public for the county
of Jefferson.

Commission issued to Thomas Reynolds, Notary Public for the county
of Riley; also, to Mack Andrews, Notary Public for the county of Leaven-
worth.

JuLy 28, 1856.— Commission issued to Frederick J. Thibault, Commis-
sioner of Deeds for Kansas Territory in the State of California.

AvgGust 5, 1856.— Commission issued to Fox Booth, County Commis-
sioner for the county of Riley.

Commission issued to Nathan Adams, J ustice of the Peace for the county
of Jefferson. :

C'ommission issued to H. T, Titus, Colonel Second Regiment, Southern
Division, Kansas Militia, vice Geo. W. Johnson, removed from the Territory,

Avcust 6, 1856.— Newcomb J. Ireland commissioned Probate Judge of
the county of Atchison, viee James A. Headly, resigned.

Commission issued to F. G. Palmer, County Surveyor for the county of
Atchison.

Aveust 18, 1856.—Commission issued to A. P. Walker, Quartermaster
Second Regiment, Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

Avaust 18, 1856.—Governor Shannon this day resigned the office of
Governor of the Territory of Kansas, and forwarded his resignation by mail
to the President of the United States, having previously visited the town
of Lawrence, at the imminent hazard of his life, and effected the release of
Col. H. T. Titus and others, who had been forcibly taken there by the armed
organization of outlaws whose headquarters are at that place, and who had
on the day before battered down with artillery the house of =aid Col. Titus,
robbed his premises of everything yaluable, and then burned hig house to
the ground, killing one of his companions, and taking the remainder, with
Col. Titus and their plunder, to their fortified headquarters— Lawrence—
at which place said Titus was put on trial for his life, and sentenced to die;
which sentence would doubtless have been executed, but for the timely in-
terposition of Governor Shannon, who, in consideration of the release of
said Titus and his companions, consented to release five men held in custody
in Lecompton under legal process, charged with being engaged in the late
midnight attack and sacking of the town of Franklin—the outlaws having
peremptorily refused to release said Titus and others, upon his demand as
the executive officer of the Territory.
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Aveusr 21, 1856.—The following dispatch from Major General Wm. P.
Richardson, of the Northern Division, Kansas Militia, addressed to Gov-
ernor Shannon, was received by the acting Governor:

Heapquartess, Waitenean, DoNteray County, |
Kaxsas Tererrory, August 20, 1856, )

His Excellency Wilson Shannon — 81k: Having received from various sources infor-
mation that conld not be doubted, that General Lane had recruited a large military
force in the free States and marched them into the Territory of Kansas with the
avowed object of setting at defiance the laws of the Territory, and being fully satis-
fied in my own mind that such an army of armed men greatly endangered the peace
and quiet, if not the lives of our citizens, and wishing to preserve peace and guiet
and give every assurance in my power that law should [be] preserved and all of our
citizens protected in all their rights of persons and property to the full extent of the
power vested in me by law, I did, on the 18th instant, issue my orders to the officers
commanding the militia in my military division to assemble the militia under their
respective commands forthwith, and report to me on this day at headquarters at
Whitehead, in Doniphan eounty.

I await your commands in regard to the disposition and employment of the troops
thus assembled. Very respectfully, &c.,

(Signed) Wu. P. RiomArpsox,
Maj. General N. D. K. M.

The acting Governor to Major General Wm. P. Richardson:

Genesarn OsDER, No. 1.]
Lecompron, K. TErrrToRY, Exgcurive Orrice, Aug. 21, 1856.

Maj. General Wm. P. Richardson. Nor. Div. Kansas Militia —S8rr: Your dispatch of
the 20th inst., communicating the fact that youn had, in pursuance of law, ( Kan. Stat.,
cha. 110, sec. 26,) ordered out the militia of your division, to repel the present
ruthless invasion of the Territory by armed mobs from distant States, has this
moment been received, and is approved.

General Marshall, of the First Brigade, should be ordered to intercept the invaders
eoming in through Nebraska, He should have a force of not less than 800 mounted
men, or more, if you deem it desirable, and one piece of artillery, if you can spare
it. Yon will in person report to this office, with the remainder of your command, at
the earliest practicable day.

In all your orders, the most rigid instructions should be given to protect the
persons and property of all peaceable, unoffending citizens, regardless of purty distine-
tions or political differences of opinion. We are not warring against the political senti-
ments of men, but against lawless bands of ruthless invaders, ontlaws, and traitors.
No one’s house should be destroyed unless undoubted evidence exists that it is used as
a fort or arsenal for the subversion of the existing Territorial Government, or for
other equally lawless purposes, in which event it properly becomes subjeet to con-
fiscation.

Col. Payne of the First Regiment Second Brigade, has already been ordered to
move with all possible dispateh to this place, with all his enrolled forces.

Very respectfully yours, Daxn. Woonson,
Acting Governor, Kansas Ty,

The acting Governor to Major General A. M. Coffey:

Lecomeron, K. TerrrTory, Execurive Orrice, Aug. 21, 1856,
Gexeran Orper, No. 1.]

Major General Coffey, So. Div. Kan. Militia—Sir: It appearing that the Territory

is invaded by armed bands of lawless men from distant States, who, in eonnection
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with combinations of men not less lawless heretofore residing in the Territory, are
now openly resisting the legal anthorities of the Territory and killing and plunder-
ing at will the law-abiding citizens theteof, you are hereby commanded to take the
field at onee with your entire division for the purpose of restoring peace and quiet
and maintaining the supremacy of the laws.

Your division will rendezvous at or near to th: town of Palmyra, in the county
of Douglas, and you will report the fact at once to this office.

You will also station detachments of your command at such exposed points as
you may deem advisable for the purpose of protecting the lives and property of all
law-abiding citizens; and in all your orders the most rigid instructions should be
given to protect the persons and property of all peaceable, law-abiding citizens, regard-
less of party distinctions or political differences of opinion. We are not warring against
the political sentiments of men, but against lawless bands of ruthless invaders, out-
laws and traitors. No man’s house should be destroyed unless undoubted evidence
exists that it is used as a fort or arsenal for the subversion of the existing Territorial
Government or for other equally lawless purposes, in which event it properly be-
comes subject to confiscation.

Very respectfully yours, Daxt. Woobpsox,
Aeting Gov. Kansas Territory.

Auvcust 25, 1856.— The acting Governor issued the following
PROCLAMATION :

Whereas, Satisfactory evidence exists that the Territory of Kansas is infested
with large bodies of armed men, many of whom have just arrived from the States,
combined and confederated together, and amply supplied with all the munitions and
implements of war, under the direction of a common head, with a thorough military
organization, who have been and are still engaged in murdering at will the law-abid-
ing eitizens of the Territory; driving them from their homes and compelling them
to flee to the Btates for protection; capturing and holding others as prisoners of
war; plundering them of their property and burning down their houses; and even
robbing United States Post Office and the local militia of the arms furnished them
by the Government, in open defiance and utter contempt of the laws of the Terri-
tory, or of the constitution and laws of the United States, and of the civil and mili-
tary authority thereof—all for the purpose of subverting by force and violence the
Government established by law of Congress in this Territory:

Now, therefore, I, Daniel Woodson, Acting Governor of the Territory of Kansas,
do hereby issue this my proclamation, declaring the said Territory to be in a state
of open insurrection and rebellion; and I do hereby call upon all law-abiding citi-
zens of the Territory to rally to the support of their country and its laws, and re-
quire and command all officers, civil and military, and all other citizens of the
Territory, to aid and assist by all means in their power in putting down the insur-
rectionists, and in bringing to condign punishment all persons engaged with them:
to the end of assuring immunity from violence, and full protection to the persons,
property and all eivil rights of all peaceable and law-abiding inhabitants of the Ter-
ritory.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused to be affixed
[8BAL.] (o seal of the Territory of Kansas. Doneat the city of Lecompton, this

25th day of August, 1856, and of the independence of the United States the eighty-

first. Daxn, Woonson,
Aeting Gov. Kansas Territory.
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Avcust 28, 1856.— The acting Governor makes the following requisition
upon Lt. Col. Cooke for U. 8. troops:
Lecompron, Kaxsas Tererrory, Exgovrive OFrice, August 28, 1856,
Lt. Col. Cooke, Commanding U. 8. Troops, near Lecompton — S1u: The Marshal of the
Territory and the sheriff of Douglas county, having officially reported to me that
they are unable to execute certain legal writs which have been placed in their hands.
I have to request that you will furnish them with a sufficient posse from your com-
mand (say seventy-five men ) to enable them to execute said writs.
Very reapectfully yours,
Daxr. Woonsos, Acting Gov, Kansas Ty.

The acting Governor to Maj. Gen. Richardson:

TLecompron, K. T., Execurive Orrior, August 80, 1856.

Maj. Gen. W. P. Richardson, N. D. K. Militia — 8m: Your command will proceed
to occupy the country between Leavenworth and Lawrence, approaching at or as
near to the latter place as may be deemed advisable, with the view of preventing
Lane's eseape on the north side.

Gen. Coffey has been directed to proceed without delay to or near to Lawrence.
Apprehensive that the order to Gen. Coffey may be intercepted, you will cause a copy
of this order to be dispatched to him at once from your command.

Very respectfully,
Daxt. Woopsox, deting Gov. Kansas Ty.

The acting Governor to Major General A. M. Coffey:

Exeourive Orrroe, Lecomeros, K. T, August 30, 1856.
Major General A. M. Coffey, S. D. K. Militia S1m: You are hereby directed to move
at the earliest practicable moment in the direction of Lawrence. Major General
Richardson has been directed to place his command on the north side of Kansas
river, at or near to the ferry at Lawrence. Understanding that reinforcements to
Lane are constantly coming in on the north side, it is important that he should be

routed at the earliest practicable moment.
Very respeectfully yours,
Daxt, Woopson, Aeting Gov Kansas Ty,

Aveuer 31,1856.— Commissions issued to the following-named officers of
a volunteer company organized in the neighborhood of Hickory Point, Jef-
_ ferson county, called “Jefferson Rangers ot
To Byran Brinter, Captain.
John Wilson, First Lieutenant.
H. A. Lowe, Second Lieutenant.
Richard Chandler, Third Lieutenant.

SepreMBER 1, 1856,— Commission issued to L. M. Ayre, Lt. Colonel
TFirst Regiment, First Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commissions issued to the following-named officers of the Fourth Regi-
ment, Northern Divigion, Kansas Militia:
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To J. J. Clarkson, Colonel of the Regiment.

J. W. Dargan, Major of the Regiment.

H. C. Dunn, Captain of the “Union Guards.”

A. B. Miller, Captain of the “Southern Rangers.”

Jesse Connell, Captain of the “Round Prairie Guards.”

D. G. Fleming, Captain of the “Coote Guards.”

D. R. Hollingsworth, Captain of the “Delaware Company.”

The acting Governor to Maj. General Richardson and Maj. General
Coffey:

Gexeran Orper, No. 2.]

Lecomeros, K. T., Execvrive Orrick, Sept. 1, 1856.

Maj. General Wm. P. Richardson, Nor. Div. Kan. Militia ~—8mm: Your particular at-
tention is ealled to the following eclause in General Order No. 1, issued from this office
on the 21st Angust:

“In all your orders, the most rigid instructions should be given fo profect the persons and properly of
ali peaceable, ungfending citizens, regardless of party distinctions or political differences of opinion. We are
not warring against the political sentiments of men, but against lawless bands of ruthless invaders,
outlaws, and traltors. No one's house should be destroyed unless undoubted evidence exists that it is
used as a fort or arsenal for the subversion of the existing Territorial Government, or for other equally
lawless purposes, in which event it properly becomes subject to eonfiscation.”

It ie absolutely indispensable that this order should be most rigidly enforced, and
all violations of it subjected to the severest penalties. Wk h are cond d
as forts or arsenals, orders should be regularly issued to have them pulled or knocked
down. In no case should the torch be applied. The application of the torch is dis-
graceful to the age, and must not be tolerated. ;

. Very respectfully yours,
Daxt. Woopsox, Aeting Gov. Kansas Ty.

A copy of this order was forwarded on the same day to Major General
A. M. Coffey, of the Southern Division, Kansas Militia.

REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL.
U. 8. Marsuar's Orrice, Lecomrrox, K. T., Bept. 1, 1856.

Daniel Woodson, Esq., Aeting Governor of the Territory of Kansas —Sis: In conse-
quence of the arrival in this Territory of a large number of armed men, said to be con-
trolled by Col. James H. Lane, who have been almost continually engaged in driving our
citizens from the Territory, robbing and burning their houses, and killing all who
were obnoxious to or resisted them, I am constrained to report that the ordinary
course of judicial proceedings and the power vested in me as United States Marshal
for this Territory, are wholly inadequate for the suppression of the insurrectionary
combinations now known to exist through the whole extent of the Territory, unless
I should call out a posse consisting of the strength of the entire Territory, a call
which seems not to be in accordance with the views of the President, as will be per-
ceived by reference to his dispatch to Col. E. V. Sumner, of the 23d of May last; and
if this extreme measure should now be resorted to, it is extremely doubtful whether
under existing circumstances it could be made effective in arresting and driving

back the armed men that have already entered and are daily entering this Territory, -

murdering and robbing the peaceable setilers of the country, sparing nothing unless

constrained by motives of policy or fear, thereby rendering it impossible for the

law-abiding citizens, however patriotie, fo respond to the call of their country for

their services, each one being impelled by every consideration that is sacred or dear
22
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to man to remain at home, to defend the lives of their families from these ruthless
invaders. .

Deeply impressed with the danger that is now menaeing the lives and liberties of
our citizens, and the total subversion of all law, both Federal and Territorial, I have
deemed it my duty to submit for your comsideration the foregoing statement, in
order that you may take such action as you may think advisable to restore peace and
quiet to this distracted Territory.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Bigned) I. B. DONALDHEON,
11, 8. Marshal for the Terrvitory of Kansas.

Requisition of the acting Governor upon Col. Cooke, commanding U. S.
Dragoons: ira
Lecoseron, K. T., Execurive OFFioE, September 1, 1856.

Li. Col. P. St. George Cooke—81m: The U. 8. Marshal for this Territory having of-
ficially reported to this office that the ordinary course of judicial proceedings and
powers vested in him as U. 8. Marshal are wholly inadequate for the suppression of
the insurrectionary combinations now known to exist through the whole extent of
the Territory,” it becomes my duty as the acting Executive to make a requisition
upon you for your entire command, or such portion of it as may in your jndgment
be consistently detached from their ordinary duty, to aid me in suppressing these
insurrectionary combinations and invasive aggressions against the organized Gov-
ernment of the Territory of Kansas.

Your command, or such part of it as you may deem necessary, will therefore pro-
eeed at the earliest moment to invest the town of Topeka, disarm all the insurrec-
tionists or aggressive invaders against the organized Government of the Territory
to be found at or near that point, leveling to the ground all their breastworks, forts or
fortifications, keep the head men or leaders in close confinement, and ‘all persons
found in arms against the Government as prisoners, subject to the order of the
Marshal of the Territory.

It is very desirable to intercept the invaders on the road known as “ Lane's trail,”
leading from the Nebraska line to Topeka. If, therefore, your force is large enough
to admit of it, a detachment should be stationed on that road, with orders to intercept
all  aggressive invaders against the organized Government of the Territory " that
may make their appearance. Very respectfully youra,l

Daxn. Woonson, Aeting Gov. Kansas Territory.

Col. Cooke to the acting Governor:

HeADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR LECOMPTON, L E
September 2, 1856 —6 A. m.

To His Excellency Acting Covernor Danl. Woodson, Lecompton, K. T.—-B1s: I re-
ceived last night your letter of September 1st, informing me that the Marshal of the
Territory had officially reported to you that # the ordinary course of judicial pro-
ceedings and the powers vested in him as U. 8. Marshal are wholly inadequate for
the suppression of the insurrectionary combinations known to exist through the
whole extent of the Territory,” and you therefore make requisition to “aid you in
suppressing these insurrectionary combinations and aggressive invasions,” by march-
ing to “invest the town of Topeka,” “disarming all insurrectionists or aggressive in-
vaders,” “retaining them as prisoners subject to the order of the Marshal,” and to
level to the ground all breastworks, &e.

Since my instructions from the Secretary of War, February 16th, I am instructed
by a letter from the Adjutant General to Col. Bumner, dated 26th March, 1856, in re-
lation to the course to be pursued towards armed bodies coming into the Territory,
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that #it is only when an armed resistance is offered to the laws and against the peace
and quiet of the Territory, and when under such circumstances a requisition for a
military force is made upon the commanding officer, by the authority specified in
his instructions, that he is empowered to act.”

I am further instrueted by General Smith, August 28, 1856, that if it should eome
to my knowledge that either side is moving upon the other with a view to attack,
it will become my duty to observe their movements and prevent such hostile colli-
sions. But it will not be within the provinee of the troops to interfere with persons
who may have come from a distance to give protection to their friends or others,
and who may be behaving themselves in a peaceable and lawful manner. And further,
“ to make every exertion in my power, with the force under my orders, to preserve
the peace and prevent bloodshed.”

It is evident, both under the laws and my instructions, that the last resort— the
effusion of the blood of the citizens by the military power, must be induced by a

ial act of resist to the civil officer in the execution of his legal duty when
assisted by that power. In no case yet, has the Marshal of the Territory, thus aided,
been resisted. No specification of resistance by the people of Topeka is made in
your requisition; nor is my aid asked to assist the Marshal in the execution there of
any law, or the process of any court. It is simply a call upon me to make war upon
the town of Topeka—to “invest” it, make “prisoners,” “level defenses.”

Your request that I should station troops on “Lane's trail,” “to intercept aggress-
ive invaders,” would be clearly inconsistent with my last instructions, “not to inter-
fere with persons who have come from a distance,” &c., as well as those of the 26th
March.

In my best judgment I cannot comply with your call. If the army be useless in
the present unhappy crisis, it is because in our constitution and laws, civil war was
not foreseen; nor the contingency of a systematic resistance by the people to gov-
ernments of their own creation, and which at short intervals they may regularly
correct or change.

Your letter will be forwarded by express to Major General Smith, for his considera-
tion and action. With great respect, I am, your obt. svt.,

(Bigned ) P. 8t. Geo. Cooxs,
Lt. Col, Second Dragoons, Commanding.

CORRESPONDENCE,
Lawrence, Kansas, Bept. 2, 18566

To His Exeellency D. Woodson and Col. Cooke — GENTLEMEN: It cannotbe unknown
to you that large bodies of armed Missourians are now invading our Territory,
threatening to drive out every family that differs from them politically, and in many
instances murdering in cold blood our most esteemed citizens, and burning their
dwellings without the least provoeation. Last SBaturday about 200 of these outlaws
entered Osawatomie, cannonaded and burnt it to the ground, sparing only two or
three buildings belonging to the Pro-Slavery men—shot Frederick Brown through
the heart while walking peaceably through the streets about sunrise. Then a part of
them left for Ottawa Jones’s, and burnt his house to the ground, and passed on to-
wards Lecompton; while another portion went to Prairie City and charged upon &
house, but were repulsed, when they retired back to Bull creek. Yesterday morning,
we are reliably informed, a Free-State prisoner was murdered in their eamp at Bull
creek, which has been made their general rendezvous for several days. This party
recently came into the Territory in warlike array from Little Santa Fé; and at the
earnest solicitation of the settlers about Prairie City a force of Free-State men
marched upon them Sunday, when they rapidly retreated towards Missouri,
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Other parties of a similar character have been molesting the citizens north of the
Kansas, on the Stranger and Grasshopper, and we learn that these parties have now
concentrated in Lecompton; that they burnt the house of Mr. Snider Sunday evening,
and other buildings in the vieinity, and that the peace of the entire community is
threatened by these maranders. In accordance with the authority vested in yon, re-
spectively, we ask of you to remove or disperse them without delay, and thereby
secure the mutual peace and harmony of our people.

In behalf of the Kansas State Central Committee. Wu. HuroRINBON.

H. MiLes MoORE.

P. 8.—8ince the above was penned, four other houses have been burned, on and

near the California road, by the same party from Lecompton. W. H.

Lecompron, Kaxsas Teerirory, ExeouTive Orrice, Sept. 8, 1856,

To Messrs. Wm. Hulehinson and H. Miles Moore, “in behalf of the Kansas Stale
Central Committee"— GextuEMEN: Your communiecation of yesterday, addressed to
Col. Cooke and myself, was received about five o'clock last evening, and I embrace
the first opportunity of returning you an answer.

One would suppose from the manner in which yon write, that you and those whom
you represent were entirely unacquainted with the existing unhappy state of things
in the Territory, and that you were peaceable, law-abiding citizens.

You cannot be uninformed of the fact that Gen. James H. Lane has recently
marched into the Territory alarge body of armed men, obtained chiefly in the North-
western States, after canvassing those States for some time for them, avowedly for
the purpose of setting at defiance our Territorial laws, and of subverting by force
and violence the regularly established government of the Territory. At the time
these men arrived in our midst, everything was comparatively peaceable and quiet.
As soon as they crossed the northern boundary of Kansas they began the erection of
a cordon of block-houses or forts, extending to Topeka, on the Kansas river, a town
commonly known as the capital, for the time being, of the so-called State of Kansas.
Soon after crossing the Kansas river these men, aided by lawless military combina-
tions heretofore existing in the Territory, commenced, in pursuance of threats
previously made, the bloody work of exterminating or driving from the Territory such
of our citizens as had sought to enforce the Territorial laws, by attacking at mid-
night the law-abiding eitizens of the town of Franklin with an overwhelming force
of armed men, well supplied with Sharp's rifles and other deadly weapons; and finally
succeeded by the application of the torch in driving the'few citizens from the hotel
— a log house into which they had been driven for self-protection by threats of vio-
lence previously made. The house was then robbed of almost everything valuable,
as well as the store of Dr.Skillback, and the post office. The U. 8. muskets left there
for a volunteer company under the law were even taken away. This attack, it is
now known, was headed in person by Gen. James H. Lane, under the assumed cog-
nomen of “ Col. Cook.”

Soon after this a similar attack was made on the New Georgia Colony, every man
of whom was compelled to flee the Territory to save his life, whilst their houses were
burned to the ground.

The settlement on Washington creek was next threatened with extermination, and
the settlers, driven by the instincts of self-preservation into the log house of James
P. Baunders, Esq., one of the oldest and best citizens of Douglas county, began to
fortify it; but finding a large army of outlaws advaneing upon them with artillery,
they were compelled to flee for their lives, and take refuge in the adjoining State of
Missouri. The hounse of 'Squire Saunders, after being robbed of everything in it,
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including the U. 8. muskets furnished by the Government for a volunteer militia
company of which he was captain, was then burned to the ground.

This army of outlaws next turned their course toward Lecompton, with the inten-
tion of attacking it, but were induced by some of their leaders not to do so at that
time. They then attacked the house of Col. Titus, firing upon it with Bharp’s rifles
and artillery, killing one man and severely wounding a gentleman then residing with
Col. Titus, who was also badly wounded, besides taking and holding as prisoners all
persons found on the place, and a gentleman who was intercepted a mile distant,
while engaged in taking a dispatch from Gov. Bhannon to Maj. Sedgwick of the
U.8.Army. This gentleman was robbed of his horse, and then marched with the pris-
oners taken at the house of Col. Titus to your own town of Lawrence, where they
were detained as prisoners until an exchange was effected by Gov. Shannon, in con-
sideration of his releasing certain persons held in custody here under a legal process
for being implicated in the midnight attack and robbery of the citizens of Frank-
lin— your, or a somewhat similar committee, positively refusing to surrender them
upon his demand as the executive officer of the Territory.

It is unnecessary to add that Col. Titus's house was robbed of everything valu-
able, even the wearing apparel of his negroes, and then consigned to the flames.

Many other depredations scarcely less atrocious, committed by Lane’s men and the
lawless military combinations heretofore existing in the Territory, might be adverted
to, but these will suflice; for all of which certain presses in the Northern and East-
ern States seem to have been prepared in advance by numberless letter-writers in
the Territory, charging npon persons called “Missourians” the intention of com-
mitting similar outrages upon * innocent Free-State settlers,” and thus seeking to
justify in advance their own crimes; thus showing conclusively a long ditated
and systematic invasion of the Territory, and insurrection against the constituted
authorities and government thereof, and the bloody work was only postponed, as is
now manifest, until the arrival of Lane and his men.

It is passing strange that those who have thus defied the Territorial laws and who
have thus attempted to subvert by foree and violence the existing government of
the Territory, should at this time, as if oblivious of their fatally lawless conduct, ap-
ply to those very laws, and the very government they have been, and are still, seeking
to subvert by force and violence, for protection. Protection by the Territorial laws
and authority, you, gentlemen, must be aware, eannot be afforded to those in open
rebellion and insurrection to such laws and authority, but only to peaceable, law-
abiding eitizens. !

It has become my duty, as the acting Executive of the Territory, to take all the
legal measures in my power to suppress all such lawless and insurrectionary com-
binations against the peace and quiet of the Territory, as well as the very existence
of the Territorial Government itself, of which I eannot believe you to be ignorant;
but as you seem to be, I herewith inclose you a copy of the proclamation issued
from this office on the 25th August, and of the general orders previously issued to
Maj. Genls. Richardson and Coffey. Orders have subsequently been issued positively
forbidding the burning of houses in any case, under the severest penalties. It is
not surprising, however, that persons who have been robbed and burnt out of houses
and homes by your men, should seek to retaliate.

No one deplores the existing unhappy state of things more than I do, but peace,
quiet and harmony can only be restored by a due enforcement of our Territorial
laws. Foreible resistance to their execution, or invasive and insurrectionary militar'y
combinations to subvert the existing government, can never effect that desirable
end. If peace and harmony are what you want, gentlemen, it can be speedily ob-
tained by giving a sufficient guaranty on the part of those you represent of implicit
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obedience to the laws of the Territory until they are modified or repealed by compe-
tent authority, or declared invalid by the courts.
Respectfully, . Daxr. Woopsox,
Acting Governor Kansas Territory.

SepreEMBER 3, 1856.—The following letter was received by the acting
Governor:
Lawzence, K. T., Bept. 2, 1856,
To His Excellency D. Woodson and Col, Cooke — GextrLEMEN: Circumstances that we
doubtless mutually deplore have made it our duty to confer together several times
during the last few weeks relative to our own security and protection. In conform-
ity to all law and justice, even in times®of war, such deputations have been welcomed
and allowed to return without molestation, until last Thursday. We then sent 8. South-
erland, G. W. Hutchinson and a young man from Leavenworth, to you to recite you the
condition of our teams. Their drivers and eight passengers went to Leavenworth last
Tuesday in accordance with your own suggestion, (or that of Col. Johnson,) and the out-
rages they have since suffered you are probably familiar with. We learn with much
regret that after Messrs. Boutherland and Hutchinson had econferred with Governor
‘Woodson, they were taken just in front of his office by a mob, and by them are stiil
retained in Lecompton. We have not learned that any legal charges are preferred
against them, and we now ask you why they are retained? Whether merely as pris-
oners of war, and whether you thereby say to us that civil war now exists? Unless
you take this ground, we claim of you their immediate and unconditional release.
We send their wives to-day as the bearers of this, and as a consolation to the im-
prisoned; and would ask of you most respectfully to grant them such an escort or
protection while among you or near your town as their own safety may require.
In behalf of the Kansas State Central Committee.
i (Bigned) Wu. HuroHinson.
H. MiLes Moogg.

To this letter the acting Governor replied as follows:

Lecompron, Kansas Tersitory, Execurive Orrics, Bept. 8, 1856,

Messrs. W, Hutchinson and H. Miles Moore, * in behalf of the Kansas State Cen-
tral Committee”— GenTLEMEN: In reply to your communication of yesterday, which
was received late last night, complaining of the retention here of a deputation of
seyeral gentlemen on the part of your committee, I have to state that no such “dep-
utation” have made any application whatever to me, nor has any such deputation
been detained here. It is true that Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Southerland called at
this office on Friday evening last and complained of certain alleged depredations upon
their property —one on account of outrages said to have been perpetrated upon his
wagons or teams near Leavenworth, and the other upon his hack and passengers,
They did not represent themseives as a *“ deputation” in behalf of your “committee,”
or of any persons whatever, except themselves individually, each one making his own
complaint. They were courteously and kindly received by myself, and the legal
remedy pointed out to them. Nothing whatever was said in regard to their being
deputed to act for any other persons than themselves, and nothing of the character
was dreamed of by me, or in any way intimated to me, until I received your letter of
yesterday.

They were arrested by order of Genl. Marshall as spies, he doubtless having the
authority in the present insurrectionary state of the country to do so. They have
been and are still very kindly treated.
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I will simply add that with their wagons or teams and hack — or rather, as it ap-
pears from your letter, your wagons, f&c.—were found two persons who were recog-
nized as being engaged in the attack on Col. Titus's house, and the burning thereof,
and with whom some of Col.T.'s property, of which he was then robbed, was found.

Very respectfully, yours,
Danrn. Woopsos,
Aeting Governor Kansas Terrilory.

SpprEMBER 5, 1856.— Commission issued to James Adkins, Sheriff of
Atchison county, vice Eli C. Mason, resigned.

Commission issued to C. L. Newman, Adjutant Third Regiment, First
Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia.

Commission issued to Samuel C.Glenn, Justice of the Peace for the
county of Marshall.

SeprEMBER 6, 1856.— Commission issued to Wm. N. Glenn, Sheriff of
Marshall county, vice George T. Hubbard, removed from the county.
Commissions issued to the following-named officers of the Fourth Regi-
ment, Second Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia:
To Wm. Ewing, First Lieutenant of the “Southern Rangers.”
F. Rucker, Second Lieutenant of the “Southern Rangers.”
Greenlee Butter, First Lieutenant of the *“Coote Guards.”
H. E. Hardy, Second Lieutenant of the “ Coote Guards.”
N. W. Hodges, First Lieutenant of the *Round Prairie Guards.”
8. F. Rhea, Second Lieutenant of the “ Round Prairie Guards.”
Dr. J. E. Bennett, Surgeon of the Regiment.

CORRESPONDENCE.
TawrescE, Kansas, September 6, 1856.

To His Excellency Governor Woodson, and Col. Cooke, Commander of the U. 8. Troops
near Lecompton— GenrremeN: The roads leading to Leavenworth and Westport are
beset with bands of armed men, who seize our men, and arrest all trains of wagons
going to either point. These thoroughfares furnish the only avenues by which pro-
visions can be introduced into Kansas. Our people are suffering for provisions.
We have our trains and money prepared to supply ourselves. We respectfully for
our people request that these roads be immediately opened by the troops, subject to
your order or command, or at least an escort of the same furnished to our trains that
are now waiting to start. We trust that not a moment will be lost in responding to
this call. Our people will quietly submit no longer.

In behalf of the Kansas State Central Committee. Wi, Hurouissos.

J. Broop.
H. Mires Moogg, Secretary Kansas State Central Committee.

Lzcoxerox, K. T., Execurive Orrice, September 7, 1856.
To Messrs. Wm. Hutchinson and J. Blood, *in behalf of the Kansas State Central
Committee”— GesruemeN: Your communication of yesterday, addressed to Col. Cooke
and myself, asking that the roads leading from Lawrence to Leavenworth and from
Lawrence to Westport should be opened, 0 that you can get provisions for your
people, was received to-day about noon.
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If the roads in question are closed at this time, gentlemen, (which I do not doubt,}
to the convenience and necessities of your people, you must be aware that it is the
natural and inevitable result of the present lawless -and revolutionary position in
which you have of your own acecord most unfortunately placed yourselves. Solongas
you continue to hold yourselves in such a position, it is unnecessary for me to say
to you, the Government eannot comply with your request. If you really desire the
protection of the Government, it is your obvious duty to respect and submit to the
laws of the Territory, organized by the Government of the United States, and to cease
at once and forever all attempts to subvert by force and violence that Government
and establish upon its ruins your so-called “ State Government.”

But give a sufficient guaranty to this effect, gentlemen — that you will quietly sub-
mit to the enforcement of the Territorial laws, the Territorial officers, until said laws
are modified or repealed, or declared invalid by the courts, and I assure you and your
people that your request will not only be promptly complied with, but that the whole
civil and military power of the Government will be exerted to protect you fully in
all your lawful rights of persons and property; and I would take the liberty of in-
voking you in the name of our common country, and for the sake of all that is near
and dear to American citizens, to do so at onee, that peace and harmony may once
more prevail. Very respectfully yours, Daxr. Woonson,

Acting Governor Kansas Territory.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT.

Lecomproxn, Kaxsas TeRrITORY, SECRETARY'S OFrFIOoR, Sept. 20, 1856.

To His Execellency Franklin Pierce, President of the United States — Sir: I have the
honor to transmit to your Excellency the following report and accompanying docu-
ments in regard to the unhappy disturbances in this Territory.

_ It will be seen from the official report, marked “A,” of Brig. Gen. Marshall, of the
First Brigade, Northern Division, Kansas Militia, that one Gen. James H. Lane in-
vaded the Territory with an armed foree of some 800 or 1,000 men, all well supplied
with’every instrument of war, for the purpose, as avowed by themselves, of * revolu-
tion and of destroying the force and integrity of the present laws, by setting them
at defiance and protecting all in the violation of them, and to avenge what they term
the wrongs of the Abolition party in the Territory — to take a fearful vengeance on
the officers and others who are and have been instrumental in the preservation of the
Government —law and order. They would keep up their military organization,
divided throughout the election districts, and control and determine the fall elec-
tion.” :

When Gov. Shannon received intelligence that these lawless men had approached
the Nebraska line in military array and for the purposes above set forth, he imme-
diately_requested General Smith, of the U. 8. army, to station his command on the
northern frontier to intercept them or prevent their entering. the Territory. This
officer, however, not believing the account to be authentic, declined to act. Briga-
dier General Marshall, under authority vested in him by law, ( Kan. Stat., ch. 110, sec.
26,) ordered out his brigade to repel the invasion, but in consequence of the “great
distance between the settlements and points of command constituting the First
Brigade, could not have a serviceable coiperation of the law-abiding citizens to re-
pel this most violent and lawless invasion of the peace of the Territory.”

Lane's army came in without interruption or resistance, erecting, I have been re-
liably informed, as they came, a cordon of forts or block-houses extending from the
Nebraska line to Topeka, on the Kansas river, a town known as the capital at pres-
ent of the so-called  State of Kansas,” Soon after they came into our midst, aided
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by lawless military organizations heretofore existing in the Territory, they began, in
pursuance of threats previously made, the bloody work of exterminating or driving
from the Territory the law-abiding citizens, by attacking at midnight with an over-
whelming force, armed with Sharp’s rifles and other deadly weapoms, the citizens of
Franklin, who assembled in a log house known as Crane's Hotel, for the purpose of
protecting themselves. Here they successfully resisted the outlaws for four hours,
who then changed their mode of attack, and driving up in front of the house a wagon
loaded with hay, set it on fire, the flames from which soon communicated to parts of
the building and compelled the inmates to cry for quarter. Some were taken pris-
oners, whilst others made their escape. The building was then robbed of many val-
uables, and the post office, as well as the store of a Dr. Skillback. The muskets
furnished by the Government to a volunteer company of militia, and a cannon which
the citizens had procured for their own protection, were also foreibly taken. It has
gince been ascertained that this attack was headed in person by General James H.
Lane, under the assumed cognomen of “ Col. Cook.”

Soon after this, a similar attack was made on the “ New Georgia Colony," every
one of whom, including the women and children, were compelled to flee the Territory
to save their lives, whilst their houses were burned to the ground.

The settlement on Washington ereek was next threatened with extermination.
and the settlers, driven by the instinets of self-preservation, into the log house of
James P. Saunders, Esq., one of the oldest and most reputable citizens of Douglas
county, began to fortify themselves; but finding a large body of outlaws advancing
upon them with artillery, they were compelled to flee for their lives and take refuge
in the adjoining State of Missouri. The house of 'Squire Saunders, after being
robbed of every thing in it, including the muskets furnished by the Government to
a volunteer militia company, of which he was captain, was then set on fire and
burned to the ground.

This body of outlaws next turned their course towards Lecompton, with the inten-
tion of attacking that place, but for reasons best known to themselves, declined
doing =o at that time.

They then attacked the house of Ool. Titus, firing upon it with Sharp’s rifles and
artillery, killing one man and severely wounding a gentleman then residing with
Col. T., who was also badly wounded. They then robbed the house of everything in
it and burned it to the ground, taking and holding as prisoners all persons found on
the premises, and a gentleman (see afidavit No. 1,) who was intercepted a mile dis-
tant whilst engaged in bearing a dispatch from Governor Shannon to Maj. Sedg-
wick of the U. 8. Army, encamped about a mile and a half south of the house of Col.
Titus. This gentleman was robbed of his horse and marched with the plunder and
prisoners to the town of Lawrence, where they were detained as prisonérs ( see
afidavit of Dr. A. Roderique, and corroborating statement of Gov. Shannon, marked
No. 2,) until an exchange was effected in consideration of certain persons being
released, who were then held under legal process in Lecompton, as implicated in the
midnight attack and robbery of the citizens of the town of Franklin— the “Com-
mittee™ of outlaws at Lawrence positively refusing to release them upon the demand
of Gov. Shannon, as the executive officer of the Territory, and by insisting upon the
exchange, which was finally agreed upon, to all effect and purposes proclaimed them-
selves and those for whom they acted, in a state of insurrection and rebellion. (See
again affidavit No.2.)

As the Territory was thus not only invaded by an armed force who were laying waste
the country with fire and sword, and spreading desolation and terror wherever it best
comported with their fell purposes to do so, all in open violation and utter contempt
of the President’s proclamation of the 11th February, 1856, but were also in an ad-

.
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mitted state of insurrection and rebellion, (see affidavit No. 2, and the report of the
Marshal of the Territory, marked No. 8,) I felt it to be my duty, and I believed I was
fully authorized by the instructions of the Secretary of War to Col. Sumner of the
15th February last, to make a requisition upon Col. Cooke, commanding the U. 8.
troops near this place, to use his command in such a way as would repel the “aggres-
ive invaders,” and suppress the “insurrection and rebellion.” (See letter to Col. Cooke,
and his reply, marked No. 4.)

Upon this requisition Col. Cooke declined to act, for reasons stated in his letter,
which, however satisfactory they may appear, I am constrained to believe impelled
him to a most unfortunate conclusion. Topeka was known to be the capital of the
so-called “State of Kansas,” and as such, the headquarters of the army of “aggress-
ive invaders,” whose object was to subvert by “force and violence” the lawful Ter-
ritorial Government, and establish upon its rnins what is termed a “State” under
the illegal and fraudulent “Topeka™ Constitution. From Topeka detachments were
sent ont at will to exterminate or expel from the Territory such settlements of law-
abiding citizens as the outlaws might see proper to make an example of. From the
same point, it was well known, came large numbers of those engaged in expelling
the settlers on Washington ereek from the Territory, and robbing them, and burning
their houses, and who afterward attacked the house of Col. Titus, within a mile and
a half of a camp of U. 8. dragoons, with all the implements of war, killing one man,
and wounding several others— after which they robbed the house of everything valu-
able, and consigned it to the flames. They then returned to Topeka, from which
point they have since repeatedly sallied forth, robbing and plundering at will the ad-
jacent country. (Bee affidavit No. 5.)

Tt was wholly impractieable to identify such outlaws and traitors in advanee of
arrests by legal writs, for the obvious reason that personally they were almost wholly
unknown, many of them being strangers in the country; and whenever one happened

- to be known, and a civil officer with a posse was sent to arrest him, they would in-
variably fail to find him, he being safely secreted by his associates, who were not
identified. It was indispensable, then, that these “aggressive invaders” and “insur-
rectionists” should be first arrested and disarmed, and an end thus putto their
bloody work, before legal proceedings could be successfully instituted against them,
or peace and quiet restored to the country; and it was only such persons that Col.
Cooke was required by my requisition to arrest, which could only have been dome at
Topeka by investing the town.

As the aecting Executive of the Territory, and as such, conservator of the peace, I
felt not only authorized by the instructions of the Secretary of War above referred
to, but imperatively called upon by every consideration of duty —not the least of
which was a sincere desire to avoid as far as possible the effusion of blood — to make
said requisition upon Col. Cooke. Had my wishes prevailed, I am fully persuaded
that much difficulty and trouble would have been averted. Certain it is that the
wholesale pillaging of the country on both sides of the Kansas river, since, by marand-
ing parties then concentrated at Topeka, would have been prevented, and the ma-
rauders themselves made to appear before the judieial tribunals of the country, to
answer for their crimes, without bloodshed, as it is believed U. 8. troops would not have
been resisted. .

This much accomplished at Topeka, it would have been a comparatively easy task
to have the same done at all other disaffected points, by which means peace and
quiet would have been speedily restored. The local militia that had been ordered
out by Generals Richardson and Marshall to repel the invasion, as well as those
called out by myself, would have been speedily disbanded, there being nothing left
for them to do; whilst the people on the Missouri border, finding that their friends
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in the Territory were protected by the Government in their lawful rights, would have
had no pretext, and I verily believe no disposition, to enter the Territory in hostile
array.

There being no other available means with which to repel the “invasion” or sup-
press the “insurrection ” then staring us in the face, the local militia had of neces-
sity to be used as best they could, or the Territory surrendered to outlawry and
vandalism.

In consequence of the sparsely settled condition, of the country and the entire
want of efficient organization, the militia could not be brought promptly and effi-
ciently to act. It is a matter, too, of much regret that some unruly persons attached
themselves to some of the commands, whose excesses could not be foreseen or the
guilty perpetrators identified, although every effort was made to prevent the one and
ferret out the other.

The sudden and unexpected appearance of Lane and his men in a hostile attitude
m the very heart of the Territory had the very natural effect of driving from it
temporarily at least, a vast number of law-abiding citi It is estimated by com-
petent judges that not less than five or six hundred were driven from Douglas county
alone, and in Franklin, Anderson and Lykens, it is said, searcely a family was left.

I have thus given a suceinet account of the most unfortunate state of affairs ex-
isting in this Territory for a short time previous to the arrival of Governor Geary,
and of the course I have deemed it my imperative duty to take in relation to them.
All of which is most respectfully submitted. A

With Governor Geary it will be my pleasure, as well as duty, cordially to coiperate
in executing the laws and in carrying out the policy he has adopted, which I am
happy to state thus far gives substantial assurance of the most auspicious results.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Daxn, WooDsox,
Secretary of Kansas Territory.




