History of the French-Speaking Settlement
in the Cottonwood Valley

ALBERTA PANTLE
Part Two—CoNCLUDED

MapaME Gost: FLORENCE MILLINER

OMETIME after 1870 Bernard Gost and his wife, Victoria, moved
to a farm in Doyle township, Marion county. Both were natives
of France but they came to Kansas from Massachusetts where they
had lived for a short time. They did not stay on the farm long,
however, and in January, 1874, Madame Gost started a millinery
store in Florence, featuring the latest Paris fashions. The advertise-
ment announcing the opening of her store listed a great variety of
articles other than hats. She carried practically everything one
would find in the present day ladies’ ready-to-wear shops, a stock
of clothing for children, together with socks, gloves, shirts and
scarves for men. For a few weeks Mr. Gost did tailoring in the
shop then we hear no more about him.

In 1876, Madame Gost sold her entire stock of goods to Gustave
Caze but remained in the store as clerk. In April, 1878, she bought
the store back and we learn that she “is now sole proprietress of the
largest and most complete millinery in this [Marion] county and is
selling goods at prices that are lower than the lowest.” She was in
a new building of her own and her “French waiting room” was in
order for all visitors who deigned to call upon her.

From that time until after 1890, Madame Gost was an important
factor in the business life of Florence. In 1882, when she planned
to erect a two-story building on her lots at the corner of Fifth and
Main streets, the local newspaper stated that “Madame has more
business tact and mania for improvements than half a dozen extra
good men.” Madame Gost made trips to New York every fall and
spring buying merchandise for the store. Before each trip she in-
serted a notice in the newspapers of Florence and Marion offering to
give special consideration to any special orders that ladies of the
community might wish to give her.

Madame Gost seems to have been a very successful business
woman. When times were bad and money was scarce she often
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ran a notice in the paper stating that she would accept corn or other
produce in lieu of cash for merchandise bought from her.

On June 29, 1885, Madame Gost was married to James B. Crouch,
then editor of the Florence Herald, later editor of the Florence
Bulletin. Thereafter Mr. Crouch often referred to himself as a
Frenchman by marriage. During the time he owned the Bulletin,
news items about the French people occupied a prominent place
in his paper. After he left Florence, the French colony activities
were less frequently noted.

In March, 1892, J. B. Crouch sold the Florence Bulletin to Jay E.
House. He worked, for a short time, on a newspaper in El Dorado
then the Crouches moved to West Virginia, his native state. Mr.
Crouch published a newspaper there for seven years then came
back to Kansas. For a few months in 1900 he edited the Chase
County Courant, Cottonwood Falls, but was forced to give it up
because of ill health.

Mr. and Mrs. Crouch again left Kansas. On August 1, 1901,
the Marion County News Bulletin carried a short item to the effect
that J. B. Crouch and his wife had both been seriously injured when
the porch of their home at Rich Hill, Mo., had collapsed. On April
2, 1903, the same newspaper reprinted an article from the South-
west World, Guthrie, Okla., stating that, “J. B. Crouch has just re-
ceived his credentials from the district clerk of Marion county, Kan-
sas. He will soon appear before Judge Burford and enter into the
active practice of law. Mr. Crouch has ripe experience as a lawyer
being recognized among the leading legal lights of central Kansas.
Every case intrusted to his care will receive prompt attention.”
The Bulletin added, “J. B. Crouch was editor and publisher of the
Bulletin up to 11 years ago. Since leaving Florence, Crouch has
traveled over considerable country and has had many ups and
downs of life. He seems to be now on the upgrade.”

In addition to Madame Gost, there were several other French
people in business in Florence at various times. In 1879, there was
a first-class wagon maker in the person of Etienne Bliecq. He had
been sent to this country by the French government in 1876 to dem-
onstrate the art of wagon making at the centennial exposition at
Philadelphia. In February, 1879, E. Bliecq was established in
business at the manufactury of W. F. Aves at Third and Main streets.
Later he equipped a wagon works at another location. Associated
with him was another Frenchman by the name of Ernest Gendarme.
The greater part of their work was resetting tires and other repair







































































































