
Public tours of the Statehouse dome resumed last month after 
more than thirty years.  The fascinating perspective of the 
historic twin domes is worth the visit, even for those who opt 
not to climb 296 steps for a bird’s eye view of Topeka. 
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Hoard Named 
Acting CRD Director

Dr. Robert J. Hoard was appointed acting director 
of the Kansas State Historical Society’s Cultural 
Resources Division effective January 30, 2006.  

Hoard has served as the state archeologist for five 
and one-half years, and served as acting assistant 
director in 2001.  He replaces Christy Davis.  

Bob can be reached at (785) 272-8681 Ext. 269 or 
rhoard@kshs.org.

He is shown here during the Kansas Day festivities 
autographing Kansas Archaeology, a book that he co-edited, 
published by University Press of Kansas in association with the KSHS.

The annual Kansas Day festivities on January 27, 2006, at the Kansas History 
Museum drew 2,540 guests–mostly schoolchildren–who were treated to 
activities, exhibits, and performances exploring the history of the cowboy.   

(Top)  Schoolchildren enjoyed imagining themselves as cowboys, peering 
through this cowboy cutout and participating in a variety of hands-on activities, 
including rope-making.   

(Above)  Don Rowlison of Cottonwood State Historic Site entertained the masses 
with his “Out of the Bedroll” performance several times during the day.  Jim Hoy 
of Emporia also entertained with stories and songs of nineteenth-century cattle 
drives.  
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Return to 
the Capitol 

Dome

The last time public tours led to the 
top of the capitol dome, Richard Nixon 
was president and a postage stamp cost 
six cents.  Generations of Kansas school-
children made class field trips to the top 
of the dome until public access ended 
sometime around 1970; now their grand-
children can climb the 296 steps and view 
Topeka from the dome’s observation 
deck.

After being closed for more than 
thirty years, the statehouse dome 
reopened on January 23 to a steady flow 
of visitors.  According to Mary Madden, 
acting director of education and outreach 
for the Kansas State Historical Society 
(KSHS), 201 visitors came on the first 
day alone. 

“Everyone who goes up says ‘Wow, 
that is so cool’ and ‘I can’t believe I did 
it,’” Madden explained.  “We hope that 
everyone enjoys the experience, but 
we also hope that they appreciate the 
architecture and that it piques interest in 
Kansas history.”

While the climb may seem too dif-
ficult for some, Madden encourages the 
curious to at least make the journey into 
the dome.

“It is worth going up as far as the 
inner dome for a new perspective.  Most 
people think that what they see from 
inside the statehouse is the same dome 
they see from the outside, but actually 
there are two domes, one inside the 
other,” she said.

Elevators carry visitors to the 
building’s fifth floor.  From that point, 

296 steps lead to 
the outside obser-
vation deck at the 
top of the dome, 
300 feet above 
ground.  At 
midpoint through 
the climb, the 
steps transition 
from a stairwell 
running along the 
wall of the outer 
dome to a cat-
walk leading to 
the free-hanging 
circular staircase 
in the middle of 
the dome.  Many 
people opt out 
at that point, but the hardy visitors who 
make it to the top are rewarded with 
spectacular views of the capital city. On a 
clear day, one might see up to ten miles.

While public tours into the dome 
were absent for more than thirty years, 
the KSHS continued conducting public 
tours of the remainder of the Capitol.  
Private tours were allowed for guests of 
legislators.  

Madden cites increased public inter-
est over the past few years as a key factor 
in the decision to allocate additional 
funding to expand the tour program.

A strict set of rules was established 
to protect both visitors and the historic 
building itself.  Many visitors will scan 
the walls of the outer dome for graffiti 
they left as schoolchildren; however,  

Public Tours 
Resume After 

More Than 30 Years

Barry Greis, statehouse architect, descends from the cupola.  The 
296 steps leading from the sixth floor to the observation deck re-
opened for public tours on January 23.  (Photo courtesy of Thad 
Allton, The Topeka Capital-Journal.)

Madden points out that no new graffiti 
will be added.

“Obviously, we don’t want people 
writing on a historic building,” she said. 
 At the end of May, the response to 
the tours will be evaluated.  Tour sched-
ules might be adjusted at that time.

More information about the tour 
schedule and guidelines is located on the 
following pages.
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On a clear day, the view from the observation deck stretches up to ten miles.

Dome tours conducted at:  11:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 
12:45 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 1:45 p.m., and 2:15 p.m. 
Monday - Friday
January - May
 
Length:  Tours last approximately 45 minutes.
 
Cost:  Free during scheduled times
 
Maximum group size:  30
Reservations accepted. 
Walk-up visitors will be accommodated as space is 
available.
 
Scheduling:  Call (785) 296-3966 or email 
capitol@kshs.org.
 
The Capitol Tour Center is operated by the Kansas 
State Historical Society.

KSHS does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability in admission to, access to, or operation of 
its programs.  Prior notification to accommodate 
individuals with special needs or disabilities is 
requested.

It is a common misperception that the ornate dome shown 
here from the capitol rotunda is the inside of the copper dome 
that dominates the Topeka skyline; however, there are actually 
twin domes, one encasing the other.  

Tour Information
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The state legislature approved the dome in 1881 
and the construction began in 1885. 

There are 296 steps leading up from the fifth 
floor to the top of the dome. 

The bronze statue of the Kansa warrior, Ad Astra, 
was placed on top of the dome in 2002. It is 22 
feet and 2 inches tall and weighs 4,420 pounds. 

The outer copper dome extends approximately 
75 feet above the inner dome. 

The copper sheeting covering the outer dome 
turns green when it oxidizes. 

The inner dome is composed of glass panels. 

All photos, except the background,
were graciously provided by Thad Allton 

of the The Topeka Capital-Journal.

Looking down from the stairway leading to the top of the dome, the inner dome is clearly visible.

The distance beween the sixth floor and the top of the dome is 
spanned by 296 steps.

Dome Facts
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What do a crumbling countryside ghost 
house, a stately mansion converted 
into a fraternity house, and a stone 
outbuilding near a road marked for 

military tank crossings all have in common?  They 
are all buildings associated with former Kansas 
governors: the countryside house outside of Bronson 
was once the estate of Jonathan McMillen Davis 
(term-of-office 1923-1925); the Sigma Nu fraternity 
house in Lawrence was the home of millionaire 
railroad contractor Walter Stubbs (1909-1913); and 
the outbuilding on a homestead near the edge of Fort 

The Search 
for Structures 
Associated 
with Kansas 
Governors 
Reveals More 
Than Expected

Lost & Found

(Above)  The Bronson 
home of Governor 
Jonathan Davis has long 
been forgotten.

(Right)  Governor Walter 
Stubbs’ Lawrence home 
is now the Sigma Nu 
fraternity house.

(Below)  A stonemason 
by trade, Governor James 
Madison Harvey likely built 
this outbuilding on his 
property near Fort Riley.
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Lorri Sipes, FAIA, has been involved 
in over 200 preservation projects 
nationwide.  She specializes in 
planning, architecture, and historic 
preservation.  She is based in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Lorri was 
assisted on this project by Maggie 
Hostetler.

The Search 
for Structures 
Associated 
with Kansas 
Governors 
Reveals More 
Than Expected

Riley–hence the tank crossing–was likely 
built by James Madison Harvey (1869-
1873).

These structures were just three 
of the forty-nine buildings associated 
with former Kansas governors that were 
located in a recent survey commissioned 
by the Kansas State Historical Society 
(KSHS).  The survey process began with 
a list of governors and their hometowns; 
from there, research led to public records 
and community directories in each com-
munity.  While many other buildings 
throughout the state boast connections 
to governors, this survey was limited to 
structures associated at the time of elec-
tion.

Lewelling Home Sheds 
Light on Issue

The KSHS commissioned the survey 
as a result of the near demise of a house 
once owned by Governor Lorenzo Dow 
Lewelling. The home, located in Wichita, 
was about to be demolished until its 
connection to Lewelling was discovered.  
Through the rehabilitation tax credit 
program, the state preservation office 
worked with the property owners to list 
it on the National Register of Historic 
Places and rehabilitate the property, thus 
helping preserve the legacy of one of 
the most contentious governorships in 

Kansas history. 
Lewelling was elected the twelfth 

governor of Kansas in 1893 on the 
Populist ticket.  His conflicts with 
Republican legislators resulted in a three-
day showdown in Topeka, culminating 
with Republicans breaking down the 
statehouse door with a sledgehammer, 
and the governor calling out the militia. 
A compromise between the two sides was 
eventually negotiated, but Lewelling’s 
tenure was tension-filled to the end.

Saving his home was a victory for 
state history enthusiasts, but it raised 
larger questions.  How many more gover-
nors’ homes across the state are in harm’s 

way? How many more are eligible for 
historic designation?  A comprehensive 
survey of properties not already listed 
on the state or national registers was 
launched to answer these questions.  Dur-
ing the research, evaluation, and photog-
raphy of structures throughout the state, 
many interesting stories and characters 
resurfaced.

The Authors’ Journey
With the research phase of the proj-

ect completed on December 4, we set out 
on a four-day road trip to photograph and 
evaluate potential sites. On day one, we 
drove west from Topeka to Junction City, 
Wakefield, Clay Center, and Concordia, 
and then south to Smolan, Marion, New-
ton, and Hutchinson—all hometowns of 
former governors.  

Wakefield was our best adventure 
that day. We knew that former governor 
William H. Avery (1965-1967) was still 
living there, but there was something odd 

Saving the Lewelling home 
was a victory for state 

history enthusiasts, but it 
raised larger questions.  

How many more governors’ 
homes across the state are 
in harm’s way? How many 

more are eligible for historic 
designation? 
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about the address we had found for him. When 
entered into Mapquest®, it turned out to be under 
the lake behind the Milford Dam. As we drove 
into Wakefield atop the causeway over the lake, 
we wondered if the governor was down there 
somewhere under the waves. We trusted that the 
locals would know his actual whereabouts.  Sure 
enough, the owner of the only gas station in town 
pointed up the hill and said “Just turn right.  You 
can’t miss his house.” 

As we chatted with the governor, who gra-
ciously agreed to let us photograph his house, we 
resolved the mystery of the watery address.  The 
Avery family farm is actually under the lake, one 
of the many farmsteads flooded when the dam 
was constructed.  Avery had built his political 

career opposing the dam and taken that opposi-
tion all the way to the governorship. At 94, he 
still retains the charm and stateliness that must 
have made him a formidable political candidate. 
Avery chuckled warmly about the ultimate defeat 
of his position, but we could see a little sadness 
in his face as he showed us a photograph of the 
lost homestead. 

Days two and three of the road trip took 
us to Wichita, Arkansas City, Independence, 
Parsons, Neodesha, Fredonia, Bronson, LeRoy, 
Garnett, Olathe, Shawnee Mission, and Fairway.  
On these days, we were struck by the diversity of 
backgrounds and circumstances of Kansas gov-
ernors—from everyday occupations to wealthy 
entrepreneurs, from small towns to large cities, 

44
Kansas governors

10
Territorial governors 

(1854-1861)

30
Counties (out of 105 in the 

state) within which governors 
lived or worked at the time 

of their election.

49
Structures surveyed and 

photographed.

36
Governors for whom one or 
more structures were found 

and surveyed.

6
Homes of governors already 

individually listed on the 
National Register of Historic 

Places (Henry J. Allen, 
Wichita; George T. Anthony, 

Leavenworth; George W. 
Glick, Atchison; George H. 

Hodges, Olathe; Lorenzo D. 
Lewelling, Wichita; and Harry 

H. Woodring, Topeka).

1
Territorial Governor believed 
to have lived in the Rookery 

at Fort Leavenworth and 
Shawnee Indian Mission in 
Johnson County (Andrew 
Reeder, the first territorial 

governor, 1854-1855).

0
Surviving structures built by 

Territorial governors.

4
Commercial buildings owned 
by governors that are located 

in existing commercial 
national historic districts 
(Docking Bank, Arkansas 
City; Humphrey commer-

cial building, Independence; 
McCuish newspaper, 

Newton; and Morrill Bank, 
Hiawatha).

(Bottom)  This stately Italianate house in Parsons was home to Governor 
Clyde Reed, who served from 1929 to 1931.  Reed was a newspaper 
publisher by trade, and the home is located at 1526 Morgan Avenue in 
Parsons.  It is not listed on the National Register but is eligible.

This home near Wakefield belongs to the state’s oldest living governor, 
William Avery (left).  Born in 1911, Avery served from 1965 to 1967.
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from humble homes to mansions. 
In Arkansas City, we were delighted by one 

of the best examples of a brick bungalow we had 
ever seen:  the former residence of Governor 
Robert Docking, a hometown banker (1967-
1975).  In Independence we saw that Governor 
Alf Landon’s (1933-1937) large Victorian home 
had been moved three blocks, thanks to local 
preservationists who saved it from demolition. 
His grand home served as both his residence and 
the offices for his successful oil business.  (For 
details, see March - April 2005 issue of Kansas 
Preservation.)

In Parsons, a photographer from the local 
newspaper, The Parsons Sun, took a photo of 
us taking a photo of Governor Clyde Reed’s 

The Ones That 
Got Away

Many structures associated 
with Kansas governors are 
already lost—demolished to 
make way for development 
or because the buildings 
were just too old and dete-
riorated to be saved. These 
are the ones that got away.

Wichita Beacon newspaper 
building, owned by Henry J. 
Allen (1919-1923). 

Family homestead in Olathe 
of John Anderson, Jr. (1961-
1965).

Daily Bulletin, Daily Conser-
vative, and Kansas Farmer 
newspaper offices in Leaven-
worth, operated by George 
T. Anthony (1877-1879). 

Family homestead in Wake-
field of William Avery 
(1965-1967).

Exchange National Bank in 
Atchison, operated by Willis 
J. Bailey (1903-1905). 

Houses in Garnett and Tope-
ka and newspaper Topeka 
Daily Capitol building of 
Arthur Capper (1915-1919). 

House and businesses in 
Leavenworth belonging to 
Thomas Carney (1863-1865).

Original building of the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
and home, both in Manhat-
tan, of Nehemiah Green 
(1868-1869).

Independence home of Lyman 
Humphrey (1889-1893).

House and newspaper 
office, the Daily Champion, 
in Atchison of John Martin 
(1885-1889).

Original building of the Par-
sons Sun newspaper, owned 
by Clyde Reed (1929-1931).  

House of Charles Robinson 
near Lawrence (1861-1863).

One of the homes in Olathe 
of John St. John (1879-1883).

House in Wichita of William 
Stanley (1899-1903).

House near Lawrence of Fred-
erick Stanton (1915-1919).

House and farm in Jefferson 
County of Territorial Gover-
nor Hugh Walsh (1858-1860).

House in Coffeyville of Ter-
ritorial Governor Daniel 
Woodson (1855-1857).

(Top)  Robert Docking (right) lived in this sprawling bungalow 
in Arkansas City prior to being elected governor.   (Bottom)  The 
Docking family still owns this bank, located at 127 South Summit 
Street in Arkansas City.  Docking was president of the bank when he 
was elected governor.   The bank building is listed on the National 
Register as part of an existing commercial historic district.  While the 
house is eligible, it is not listed.

former home.  Reed (1929-1931) would have 
approved—he was the founder and longtime 
owner of The Sun. Reed was one of eight 
newspapermen who were governors of Kansas 
over the years. The only other occupation better 
represented were the thirteen governors who 
were lawyers. Other livelihoods included seven 
farmers/stockmen, six businessmen, six bankers, 
a physician (Charles Robinson), a soldier (James 
M. Harvey), and a minister (Nehemiah Green).

The second day ended in a race against the 
setting sun, as we traveled over lonely back 
roads toward tiny LeRoy, our gas tank almost 
empty. Would we make it in time to take the 
photo?  Would we run out of gas?  We were 
rewarded for our risk—just around the corner 
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of LeRoy’s main street was an abandoned Folk 
Victorian house, once the home of Governor 
John Whitnah Leedy (1897-1899). Looking 
shabby yet dignified, its quaint detailing marked 
it as unique and original. Leedy, a Populist 
farmer, was a voice for the common man during 
his term of office. 

The next day we found one of the oldest 
homes on our list—the former residence of 
Governor Samuel Crawford (1865-1868), a small 
farmhouse just outside of Garnett. Crawford was 
a Civil War hero who devoted his term to fight-
ing Indians in the west and subduing criminals 
and outlaws.

In Olathe, we found that two governors had 
lived on the same street within several blocks 
of each other. Governor John Pierre St. John 
(1879-1883) roomed in a boarding house on 
Loula Street just down the way from where 
Governor John Anderson, Jr. (1961-1965) 
would later live.

Sometimes the best is saved for the last; 
such was the case with this survey. On day four 
of our trip–after stops in Leavenworth, Atchison, 
Leona, and Hiawatha–we found ourselves in 
Lawrence in search of the homestead of Kansas’ 
first governor, Charles Robinson (1861-1863). 
We had received good information that his home 
was still standing one mile north of the airport 
in Lawrence. The estate, supposedly called 
Oakridge, had been bought and restored in the 
1980s and turned into a bed and breakfast. No 
one seemed to be able to give us the precise 

1
Governor’s home located in 
a residential national historic 

district (Sebelius, Potwin 
Historic District, Topeka).

29
Surveyed structures with 
intact original historical 

material and eligible for listing 
on the National Register.

20
Structures moved from their 

original locations, covered 
with substitute siding (usually 

aluminum), extensively 
remodeled, or otherwise 

compromised; therefore ineli-
gible for the National Register.

19
Structures built in the 
nineteenth century.

30
Structures built in the 

twentieth century.

42
Structures located in towns 

or cities.

7
Structures in rural locations.

32
Structures built in recognized 

architectural styles, includ-
ing beautiful examples of the 
Bungalow/Craftsman, Beaux 
Arts, Gothic Revival, Queen 
Anne, Federal, Italianate, and 

Classical Revival styles.

17
Structures that do not feature 

elements of any particular 
architectural style.

6
Living Kansas governors (John 

Anderson, Jr., 1961-1965; 
William H. Avery, 1965-1967; 

John Carlin, 1979-1987; 
Mike Hayden, 1987-1991; 

Bill Graves, 1995-2003; and  
Kathleen Sebelius, 2003-

present).

address, but we had some clues. It was formerly 
owned by the University of Kansas Endow-
ment Association, and it was situated on a hill 
overlooking Lawrence. A look at some old maps 
turned up the likely locale on 1600 Road, but 
arrival at the spot brought a surprise. Sitting 
neatly by the side of the road was the bed and 
breakfast called Oakridge, a one-story brick 
home from the 1920s, a structure that had clearly 
been built at least 50 years after the time of Gov-
ernor Robinson.  

We were disappointed but not ready to give 
up. Across the road on an even higher hill, was 
a perfect site for a homestead where we hoped 
to find the remains of some old structures that 
had really belonged to Governor Robinson. 
After some fruitless searching near the road, we 
found the remains of a homestead that could 
have been from Robinson’s era.  We examined a 
50-foot long stone wall, possibly the foundation 
of a barn or house; the partial walls of a stone 
well-house; and, best of all, a magnificent barn 
still intact sitting on its original stone foundation. 
We could understand why Robinson would have 
selected this spot for his home. He had been a 
determined opponent of slavery, and from here 
his gaze could look out over the Kansas that he 
had helped to keep free.

Our work ended on a high point. Just as 
Kansas’ fifty-four governors and territorial gov-
ernors worked to do their best for their state, we 
hope that our survey will result in the preserva-
tion of part of their collective history.

The state’s fourth governor, James M. Harvey (1869-1971), was the stone mason for the 
construction of this church at 314 North Adams in Junction City.  At the time, Harvey was a 
soldier stationed at nearby Fort Riley.



10

Many former homes of Kansas 
governors, like the LeRoy home 
of Governor John W. Leedy (1897-
1899), have been forgotten and 
neglected.

The results of this survey are based upon public records and local directory information 
about Kansas governors at the time of their election.  Every effort was taken to assure a 
thorough and accurate survey; however, when undertaking a project of this scale, oversights 
are bound to occur.  The Kansas State Historical Society welcomes additional information.  
Contact Patrick Zollner at (785) 272-8681 Ext. 257 or pzollner@kshs.org.

The authors would like to thank the following agencies and individuals who helped identify and locate the homes and busi-
ness of former Kansas governors:

Governor John Anderson, Olathe
Governor William Avery, Wakefield
Paul Bahnmaier, Lecompton Historical Society, Douglas County
Gerald Bean, University of Kansas Endowment Association, 
Lawrence
Kathy Bell, Boot Hill Museum, Dodge City
Patty Bennett, daughter of Governor Robert Bennett, Johnson 
County
Donna Bernhardt, Marion County Record, Marion
Cynthia Blount, Marion County Museum, Marion
Dorothy Boyle, Smoky Hill Museum, Salina
Kim Brown, Montgomery County Historical Society, Indepen-
dence
Gaylynn Childs, Geary County Historical Museum, Junction City
Cheryl Collins, Riley County Historical Museum, Manhattan
Ann Charles, publisher, Parsons Sun
Christy Davis, KSHS
Mary Domann, Atchison Library
Kathy Daniels, Johnson County Museum, Shawnee
Nadine Dishman, Wilson County Historical Society, Fredonia
Ola May Ernest, Mound City Historical Park
Heather Ferguson, Cherokee Strip Museum, Arkansas City
Bill Freeman, mayor, LeRoy
Linda Glasgow, Riley County Historical Museum, Manhattan
Helen Graves, mother of Governor Bill Graves, Salina
Scott Hall, archeologist, Fort Riley

Jan Halley, Methodist Church Historian, Manhattan
Kathy Homey, Clay County Museum, Clay Center
Diana Huff, Bronson Public Library
John Johnston, Leavenworth
Jane Jones, Newton
Helen Krische, Watkins Community Museum of History, Law-
rence
Peggy LaCounte, Morrill & Janes Bank, Hiawatha
Mary Menard, Reference Desk, Leavenworth Public Library
Suzette McCord-Rogers, Native American Heritage Museum, 
Highland
Laurie Mulch, State Fairgrounds, Hutchinson
Ness City Library
Van Orden, Leavenworth County Historical Society, Leaven-
worth
Linda Palmquist, Cloud County Historical Museum, Concordia
Bob Puckett, Wichita/Sedgwich County Historical Museum Ref-
erence Desk, Wichita Public Library
Diane Rile, Nemaha County Historical Society, Seneca
Sharon Rockerts, Garnett Public Library
Tim Rues, Constitution Hall, Lecompton
Karla Rush, Leona
Chris Taylor, Atchison County Historical Society, Atchison
Barbara Ulrich-Hicks, Reno County Museum, Hutchinson
Richard Wellman, Jefferson County Historical Society, Oskaloosa
Charles and Vera Wernette, Clay Center
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In his later years, 
Governor John P. St. 
John  (1879-1883) 
boarded in this house 
in Olathe.  It is eligible 
for listing on the 
National Register.

Following the
Footsteps of Our 

Governors

The only governor-associated western Kansas property eligible for listing on the 
National Register is the Ness City home of Andrew Schoeppel (1943-1947).

The home of current Governor Kathleen Sebelius is one of six already 
listed on the National Register.  Her Topeka home is unique, however, 
in that it is listed as part of the Potwin Residential National Historic 
District.

The Capper Pavillion on the Kansas State Fairgrounds in Hutchinson was 
a campaign venue for Arthur Capper (1915-1919).
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The Marion County Record building is one of thirteen businesses included in the 
survey, seven of which are newspapers.  The Record was owned by Edward W. Hoch 
(1905-1909).

Alf Landon’s three-story Queen Anne in Independence was saved from demolition 
last year; however, its relocation a few blocks from the original site left the historic 
structure ineligible for the National Register.  

The only governor-associated western Kansas property eligible for listing on the 
National Register is the Ness City home of Andrew Schoeppel (1943-1947).

Alf Landon 
(1933-1937)

The home of current Governor Kathleen Sebelius is one of six already 
listed on the National Register.  Her Topeka home is unique, however, 
in that it is listed as part of the Potwin Residential National Historic 
District.
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Name Birth Death Term Profession Building 
Type

Current Address City County Intact Mod-
ified

Nat’l Reg.
Eligible

Allen, Henry Justin 1868 ? 1919-23 Publisher House Wichita Sedgwick Yes Listed

Newspaper Wichita Sedgwick Demo

Anderson, John Jr. 1917 Alive 1961-65 Lawyer House 559 E Loula St Olathe Johnson Yes No

Anthony, George Tobey 1824 1896 1877-79 Publisher House Leavenworth Leavenworth Yes Listed

Newspaper Leavenworth Leavenworth Demo

Arn, Edward Ferdinand 1906 1998 1951-55 Lawyer House 344 N Fountain St Wichita Sedgwick Yes Yes

House 250 N Terrace Dr Wichita Sedgwick Yes Yes

Avery, William H. 1911 Alive 1965-67 Stockman House 902 10th St Wakefield Clay Yes Yes

Farm Wakefield Clay Demo

Bailey, Willis Joshua 1854 1932 1903-05 Banker/Farmer House 1009 Mound St Atchison Atchison Yes No

Bank Atchison Atchison Demo

Beebe, George M (Terr) 1836 1927 1860-61 House Doniphan Not 
found

Bennett, Robert F. 1927 2000 1975-79 Lawyer House 4815 W 80th St Prairie Village Johnson Yes Yes

Capper, Arthur 1865 1951 1915-19 Publisher House Topeka Shawnee Demo

Newspaper Topeka Shawnee Demo

Pavillion State Fair Grounds Hutchinson Yes Yes

Carlin, John William 1940 Alive 1979-87 Farmer House 4000 Halstead Rd Smolan Saline Yes No

Barn Smolan Saline Yes Yes

Carlson, Frank 1893 1987 1947-50 Farmer House 513 W 8th St Concordia Cloud Yes No

Carney, Thomas 1824 1888 1863-65 Grocer House Leavenworth Leavenworth Demo

Business Leavenworth Leavenworth Demo

Crawford, Samuel J. 1835 1913 1865-68 Lawyer House 1200 Idaho Rd Garnett Anderson Yes No

Davis, Jonathan M. 1871 1943 1923-25 Stockman House Highway 3 Bronson Bourbon Yes Yes

Denver, James W. (Terr) 1817 1892 1857-58 Log Cabin Lecompton Douglas Demo

Docking, George 1904 1964 1957-61 Banker House 1604 Stratford Dr Lawrence Douglas Yes Yes

House Clay Center Clay Yes No

Docking, Robert B. 1925 1983 1967-75 Banker House 925 N 2nd St Arkansas City Cowley Yes Yes

Garage 925 N 2nd St Arkansas City Cowley Yes Yes

Bank 127 S Summit St Arkansas City Cowley Yes Listed

Finney, Joan 1925 2001 1991-95 State Treasurer House 4519 SW 33rd Terr Topeka Shawnee Yes No

Geary, John W. (Terr) 1819 1873 1856-57 Log Cabin Lecompton Douglas Demo

Glick, George W. 1827 1911 1883-85 Lawyer/Farmer House Atchison Atchison Yes Listed

Graves, Bill 1953 Alive 1995-03 Secretary  of 
State

House 5530 SW Stonegate 
Ct

Topeka Shawnee Yes No

Green, Nehemiah 1837 1890 1868-69 Minister House Manhattan Riley Demo

Church Manhattan Riley Demo

Hagaman, Frank Lester 1894 1966 1950-51 Lawyer House 3600 Wyncote Ln Fairway Johnson Yes Yes

Hall, Fred 1916 1970 1955-57 Lawyer House 802 Military Dodge City Ford Yes No

House 2205 Hart St Dodge City Ford Yes No

Harvey, James Madison 1833 1894 1869-73 Soldier Church 11724 Old 77 Junction Cty Geary Yes Yes

Shed Milford Geary Yes Yes

Hayden, Mike 1944 Alive 1987-91 Insurance House Atwood Rawlins

Hoch, Edward Wallis 1849 1925 1905-09 Editor House 205 N Lincoln St Marion Marion Yes No

Newspaper 117 S 3rd St Marion Marion Yes Yes

Hodges, George H. 1866 1947 1913-15 Lumberman House Olathe Johnson Yes Listed

Business Olathe Johnson Demo

Humphrey, Lyman U. 1844 1915 1889-93 Publisher House Independence Montgomery Demo

Business 118-120 Myrtle Independence Montgomery Yes Yes

Survey Results at a Glance
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Huxman, Walter A. 1887 1972 1937-39 Lawyer House 124 E 16th St Hutchinson Reno Yes Yes

House 324 E 5th St Hutchinson Reno Yes Yes

Landon, Alfred M. 1887 1987 1933-37 Oilman House/Bus. 800 Magnolia St Independence Montgomery Yes No

Leedy, John Witnah 1849 1935 1897-99 Farmer House LeRoy Coffey Yes Yes

Lewelling, Lorenzo 
Dow

1846 1900 1893-95 Businessman House 150 Kansas St Wichita Sedgwick Yes Listed

McCuish, John 1906 1962 1957 Publisher House 5 Circle Dr Newton Harvey Yes Yes

Newspaper 709 Main St Newton Harvey Yes Yes

Martin, John Alexander 1839 1889 1885-89 Editor House Atchison Atchison Demo

Newspaper Atchison Atchison Demo

Medary, Samuel (Terr) 1801 1864 1858-60 Log Cabin Lecompton Douglas Demo

Morrill, Edmund N. 1834 1909 1895-97 Banker House 1231 Ashpoint Rd Leona Doniphan Yes No

Bank 600 Oregon St Hiawatha Brown Yes Yes

Osborne, Thomas 
Andrew

1836 1898 1873-77 Lawyer House 1029 3rd Ave Leavenworth Leavenworth Yes Yes

Paulen, Ben Sanford 1869 1961 1925-29 Banker House 415 N 11th St Fredonia Wilson Yes No

House, ret. 1106 Madison St Fredonia Wilson Yes Yes

Ratner, Payne 1896 1974 1939-43 Lawyer House 725 Main St Parsons Labette Yes No

Reed, Clyde Martin 1871 1949 1929-31 Publisher House 1526 Morgan Ave Parsons Labette Yes Yes

Newspaper Parsons Labette Demo

Reeder, Andrew (Terr) 1807 1964 1854-55 House 14 Sumner Pl Fort Leavenworth Leavenworth Yes Listed

House Shawnee Mission Johnson Yes Listed

Robinson, Charles 1818 1894 1861-63 Physician Barn E 1600 Rd Lawrence Douglas Yes Yes

House Lawrence Douglas Demo

Schoeppel, Andrew F. 1894 1962 1943-47 Lawyer House 502 E Sycamore St Ness City Ness Yes Yes

Sebelius, Kathleen 1948 Alive 2003- Insurance 
Commissioner

House 224 Greenwood 
Ave

Topeka Shawnee Yes Yes

Shannon, Wilson (Terr) 1802 1877 1855-56 Log Cabin Lecompton Douglas Demo

St. John, John Pierce 1833 1916 1879-83 Lawyer House 462 E Loula St Olathe Johnson Yes Yes

Stanley, Wm. Eugene 1844 1910 1899-03 Lawyer House Wichita Sedgwick Demo

Stanton, Frederick 
(Terr)

1841 1884 1857 House Lawrence Douglas Demo

Stubbs, Walter Roscoe 1858 1929 1909-13 Contractor House 1501 Sigma Nu Dr Lawrence Douglas Yes Yes

Walker, Robert (Terr) 1801 1869 1857 Log Cabin Lecompton Douglas Demo

Walsh, Hugh (Terr) 1810 1877 1858-59 House Grantville Jefferson Demo

Woodring, Harry Hines 1890 1967 1931-33 Banker House 101 Wisconsin Neodesha Wilson Yes No

House Topeka Shawnee Yes Listed

Woodson, Daniel (Terr) 1824 1894 1855-57 House Coffeyville Cowley Demo

This Colonial 
Revival in 
Parsons was 
home to 
Payne Ratner 
(1939-1943).  
Unfortunately, 
extensive 
modifications 
render it 
ineligible for 
the National 
Register.



15

Americans commonly refer to old 
buildings as “historic landmarks;” the 
term is used loosely to identify a build-
ing, site, structure, or object that has sig-
nificance to the local community.  But the 
meaning of the term “landmark” extends 
beyond its common definition and into 
the legal realm of designating the nation’s 
most significant properties.  While 
properties with local and statewide sig-
nificance are often listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, only those 
properties that possess exceptional value 
or quality in illustrating or interpreting 
the heritage of the United States can be 
designated as National Historic Land-
marks (NHLs).  Among the nation’s 
best-known NHLs are Mount Vernon, 
Pearl Harbor, the Apollo Mission Con-
trol Center, Alcatraz, and the Martin 
Luther King Birthplace.  

Since the inception of the modern 
NHL program in 1960, fewer than 
2,500 properties nationwide have been 
granted NHL status.  In Kansas, which 
counts 952 listings in the National 
Register of Historic Places, only 23 
properties are designated as NHLs.  
These properties represent a seventy-year 
long legacy of identifying and protecting 
the nation’s most coveted historic and 
prehistoric properties.

What is a National 
Historic Landmark?

The impetus for the NHL program 
began in 1935 when the U.S. Congress 
charged the Department of the Interior 
with the responsibility for designating 
nationally significant historic sites, 
buildings, and objects and promoting 
their preservation for the inspiration 
and benefit of the people of the United 
States.  Previously, the field of historic 
preservation, like other areas of social 
concern, had been the province of 
private institutions.  The United States 
lagged behind other Western nations in 
documenting and preserving historic or 
cultural properties.  The Antiquities Act 
of 1906 authorized the president to list 
and preserve “historic landmarks, historic 
and prehistoric structures, and other 
objects of historic or scientific interest.”  
This legislation, however, applied only to 
properties owned by the federal govern-
ment.

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 cre-
ated “a national policy to preserve for 
public use historic sites, buildings and 
objects of national significance for the 
inspiration and benefit of the people of 
the United States.”  The bill directed the 
Secretary of the Interior, through the 
National Park Service, to “make a survey 
of historic and archaeologic [sic] sites, 
buildings, and objects for the purpose of 
determining which possess exceptional 
value as commemorating or illustrating 
the history of the United States.”  Not to 
be confused with the Historic American 

Kansas Treasures
The first Kansas properties desig-

nated as NHLs were Fort Larned, Fort 
Leavenworth, and Wagon Bed Springs, 
all listed on December 19, 1960.  Inter-
estingly, Wagon Bed Springs is also the 
most recent listing.  In 1998, the nomi-
nation was re-written, the boundaries 
enlarged, and the name changed to Lower 
Cimarron Springs. 

Although some NHLs are owned 
by the federal government–Fort Leaven-
worth is an active military installation; 

Fort Larned, Fort Scott, Nico-
demus, and Monroe Elemen-
tary School (Brown v. Board of 
Education) are National Historic 
Sites administered by the Nation-
al Park Service–many are owned 
by private individuals or groups.  
Listing does not mean that the 
federal government will buy or 
otherwise acquire the property.  
There are no federal restric-
tions to being listed as an NHL; 
however, the Kansas listings are 
subject to the state preservation 

statute (see kshs.org/resource/hist-
presstatutes).  Like other listed properties, 
Kansas NHLs are eligible to apply for the 
State Rehabilitation Tax Credit and the 
Heritage Trust Fund grant program (see 
kshs.org/resource/grantsincentives).

Today, the NHL program works in 
coordination with the National Register 
of Historic Places.  The National Regis-
ter, authorized by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, includes prop-
erties that have local, state, or national 
significance.  Today, unlisted properties 
are generally nominated to the National 
Register before they are evaluated for 
NHL status.  NHL designation requires 
a greater detail of documentation and 
research.  For more information about 
the NHL program, visit the National Park 
Service website at cr.nps.gov/nhl.

Buildings Survey (HABS), a New Deal 
era relief program to record significant 
examples of American architecture, 
this survey was organized into historic 
and prehistoric themes and, unlike the 
1906 Act, was not confined to properties 
owned by the federal government.

By 1943, 560 historic sites represent-
ing 15 themes of United States history 
had been inventoried, 229 of which were 
deemed nationally significant.  Survey 
efforts were suspended, however, with 
the United States’ entry into World War 
II, and the Historic Sites Survey was not 
reactivated in the immediate postwar 
period. The survey reappeared in 1956 
as a component of Mission 66, a ten-year 
development program of the National 
Park Service covering an array of initia-
tives.  The NHL program as we know it 
today emerged in 1959 when the National 
Park Service decided to publicize the list 
of nationally significant properties to be 
known as “Registered National Historic 
Landmarks” and authorized the provision 
of bronze plaques for those properties 
whose owners consented to listing.  On 
October 9, 1960, the Secretary of the 
Interior announced the designation of 92 
properties as NHLs.  

A Guide to National Historic 
Landmarks in Kansas

KSHS Architectural Historian Patrick 
Zollner compiled this article using the 
following source, which is available 
in pdf format on the National Historic 
Landmarks website:

Mackintosh, Barry.  The Historic Sites 
Survey and National Historic Landmarks 
Program:  A History.  History Division, 
National Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C., 1985.
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Council Grove Historic District
Council Grove, Morris County

Council Grove was a meeting place 
for wagon trains traveling on the Santa Fe 
Trail between the 1820s and 1860s.  The 
NHL district includes both public and 
private buildings that interpret this early 
history.  For more information, see coun-
cilgrove.com.

El Cuartelejo
Scott State Park, Scott County

This NHL is a historic district of more 
than 20 archeological sites, including the 
remains of an Indian pueblo, the northeast-
ernmost pueblo in the United States.  The 
site is now part of Scott State Park, admin-
istered by the Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks and the Kansas Daughters of 
the American Revolution.  See kdwp.state.
ks.us/news/state_parks/locations/scott.

Fort Larned
Pawnee County

Soldiers stationed at this fort in the 
1860s and 1870s were charged with guarding the Santa Fe Trail.  
The fort was abandoned in 1878 and is now a National Historic 
Site, administered by the National Park Service.  See nps.gov/
fols.

Fort Leavenworth
Leavenworth County

Like most Kansas forts, Fort Leavenworth was established to 
protect the Santa Fe Trail.  It was established in 1827 and served 
as the capital of the Kansas Territory in 1854.  It is the oldest 
continuously operating military installation west of the Missis-
sippi River.  See garrison.leavenworth.army.mil/sites/local.

Fort Scott
Bourbon County

Fort Scott was established in 1842 as a frontier outpost.  It 
also played a key role in the Civil War.  It is now a National His-
toric Site, administered by the NPS.  See nps.gov/fosc.

Haskell Institute
Lawrence, Douglas County

Now called Haskell Indian Nations University, Haskell Insti-
tute, founded in 1884, was one of the first off-reservation federal 
Indian boarding schools.  See haskell.edu/haskell/about.asp.

Hollenberg Pony Express Station
Washington County

This wood-frame building is rare intact survivor of the 
short-lived Pony Express era.  The station is now a Kansas State 
Historic Site, administered by the KSHS.  See kshs.org/places/
hollenberg.

Lecompton Constitution Hall
Lecompton, Douglas County

This building is best known as the meeting place for the 

The El Cuartelejo pueblo ruins following a 1970s excavation and partial reconstruction.

Explore history by visiting these nearby
National Historic Landmarks!

History lives on at the Hollenberg Pony Express Station.
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state’s pro-slavery Constitutional Convention 
in 1857.  It also housed a U.S. land office.  The 
building is now a Kansas State Historic Site, 
administered by the KSHS.  See kshs.org/places/
constitution.

Lower Cimarron Springs
Grant County

Also known as Wagon Bed Springs, these 
springs offered travelers on the Cimarron Cutoff 
of the Santa Fe Trail the only natural source of 
water for 60 miles.  To read the NHL nomina-
tion, go to cr.nps.gov/nhl/designations/samples/
ks/LOWCIMSP.pdf.

Marais des Cygnes Massacre Site
Linn County

On this site in 1858, pro-slavery sympathiz-
ers captured and killed 11 free-state settlers 
during the Bleeding Kansas era, a prelude to the 
Civil War.  The location is now a Kansas State 
Historic Site, administered by the KSHS.  For 
more information, see kshs.org/places/marais.

Medicine Lodge Peace Treaty Site
Barber County

This was the site of the 1867 signing of a peace treaty between 
southern Plains tribes and the U. S. Government.  The terms 
required the tribes to leave their ancestral homes for reservations 
in Indian Territory.  The community commemorates the peace 
treaty with a pageant every three years.  See peacetreaty.org/his-
tory.htm.

Carrie Nation House
Medicine Lodge, Barber County

This house was home to the hatchet-wielding Nation when 
she began her crusade against the ills of alcohol.  The house is now 
a museum, administered by the Stockade Museum in Medicine 
Lodge.  See stockademuseum.com.

Nicodemus Historic District
Nicodemus, Graham County

Nicodemus is the only remaining “Exoduster” town – a town 
founded by black settlers in the years immediately following the 
Civil War.  Nicodemus is a National Historic Site, administered by 
the NPS.  See nps.gov/nico.

Norman No. 1 Oil Well
Neodesha, Wilson County

Beginning in 1892, the Norman well pumped oil from the 
Mid-Continent field, which by 1919 was producing half of the 
nation’s oil supply.  See kshs.org/portraits/norman_no_1.

Parker Carousel
Abilene, Dickinson County

Abilene’s Charles W. Parker Amusement Company built this 
carousel ca. 1898-1901.  Today, it is one of only three remaining carousels constructed by the company.  
Restored to working condition, it is operated by the Heritage Center of Dickinson County.  See heritagecen-
terdk.com/parker_carousel.html.

Santa Fe Trail Remains
Dodge City, Ford County

This is the longest stretch of ruts along the Santa Fe Trail, which stretched across Kansas from 1822 
until  the 1870s, when railroad development made it obsolete.  The site is owned and protected by Dodge 
City’s Boot Hill Association.  For more information, see nps.gov/safe. 

Established in 1842, historic Fort Scott played a key role in the Civil War.

On November 28, 1892, the Norman No. 1 Oil Well ushered in the 
beginning of production from the immense Mid-Continent Field, 
which was producing half the nation’s oil supply by 1919.
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Consisting of twenty-four 
horses and four chariots, the 

Parker Carousel was built 
sometime between 1898 

and 1901.  It is the oldest 
of three surviving carousels 

created by the Charles 
W. Parker Amusement 
Company in Abilene.  

Sixty-eight carousels were 
hand-carved in Abilene 

between 1896 and 1910, 
when the company moved 
to Leavenworth and began 

machine-carved production.
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The Carrie Nation House in Medicine Lodge interprets the history of the bar-
smashing reformer.

Related Recommended Reading

Chamber, S. Allen, Jr.  National Landmarks, 
America’s Treasures:  The National Park 
Foundation’s Complete Guide to National 
Historic Landmarks.  New York:  John Wiley 
& Sons, 2000.

Murtagh, William J.  Keeping Time:  The His-
tory and Theory of Preservation in America.  
New York:  John Wiley & Sons, 1997.

With Heritage So Rich.  A Report of a Spe-
cial Committee on Historic Preservation 
Under the Auspices of the United States 
Conference of Mayors with a Grant from 
the Ford Foundation.  New York:  Random 
House, 1965.

Shawnee Mission
Johnson County

This site was the location of the Shawnee 
Methodist Mission Indian school from 1839 
to 1862.  The 1855 territorial legislature 
met at the mission.  The property is now a 
Kansas State Historic Site, administered by 
the KSHS.  For more information, see kshs.
org/places/shawnee.

Spring Hill Ranch
Chase County

This site incorporates 1880s buildings, 
including outbuildings, house, and school all 
associated with the property also known as 
the Z-Bar Ranch.  The National Park Service 
owns 32 acres, which is surrounded by 10,000 
acres of virgin prairie (Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve) owned and protected by 
the Nature Conservancy.  For more informa-
tion, see nps.gov/tapr.

Sumner Elementary School/Monroe 
Elementary School
Topeka, Shawnee County

These two properties interpret the history 
of school desegregation.  Both buildings were 
tied to one of the five U.S. Supreme Court 
cases (1952-54) that challenged the doctrine 
of “Separate But Equal.”  Monroe School, an 
all-black school before desegregation, is now 
the Brown v. Board of Education National 
Historic Site, administered by the NPS.  For 
more information, see nps.gov/brvb.  

Tobias-Thompson Complex
Rice County

This complex includes a cluster of eight 
Great Bend Aspect (ancestral Wichita) arche-
ological sites.  It is believed that the villages 
were among those visited by Coronado in 
1542.  The site is a Kansas State Historic Site, 
administered by the KSHS.

Warkentin Farm
Halstead, Harvey County

This farm was the first home to Bernard Warkentin, a German 
Mennonite farmer and miller who promoted Mennonite settlement in 
the Midwest.  The property is in private ownership.

William Allen White House
Emporia, Lyon County

This house was home to internationally renowned publisher, 
author, and politician William Allen White.  It is now a Kansas State 
Historic Site, administered by the KSHS and the William Allen White 
Community Partnership.  For more information, see kshs.org/places/
white.

Price Whiteford Site
Saline County

This site was the prehistoric home of people of the Smoky Hill 
culture during the Central Plains Village period.  The site includes a 
burial area and village remains.  It is owned by the State of Kansas.  
See page 10 of the January/February 2005 issue of Kansas Preserva-
tion (kshs.org/resource/ks_preservation/kpjanfeb05). 

This 1993 image shows the house and some of the buildings that comprise the 
Warkentin Farm near Halstead.
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Rendezvous in Council Grove
When it was organized in 1858, the 

region now known as Morris County was 
home to fewer than 700 people.  At that 
time, approximately half of its 697 square 
miles was Kaw Indian Reservation land.  
The county reached its peak population 
of about 12,400 in 1910; today 6,100 
people call it home.  The number of 
people in Morris County will reach a new 
peak from June 3 through 18, 2006, when 
scores of people–most of them carrying 
sharp instruments–descend on a piece 
of ground that was once part of the Kaw 
Reservation.  This spot, an archeological 
site known as 14MO403, will be the 
focus of the Kansas Archeology Training 
Program field school.  Professional arche-
ologists will work with volunteers (like 
you) to reap valuable information about 
the various peoples who occupied the 
site before it succumbs to the potentially 
devastating effects of long-term tilling 
and erosion.

Why this site?
In the southeastern corner of Morris 

County, the Flint Hills Uplands meet the 
Osage Cuestas, geographic regions that 
together span nearly all of eastern Kan-
sas.  Numerous prehistoric archeological 
sites have been located in the Neosho 
River watershed: within a radius of 6 
miles, 18 sites with single or multiple 
Archaic, Early Ceramic, or Middle 
Ceramic components have been identi-
fied.  The field school site is situated 
on the first terrace above Rock Creek, a 
Neosho River tributary.  Surface collec-
tions and limited subsurface testing indi-
cate that 14MO403 is multicomponent, 
utilized by prehistoric peoples for more 
than 5,000 years from some point in the 
Archaic period (7000 B.C.-A.D. 1) into 
the Woodland period (A.D. 1-1000).  

Previous studies of artifacts found 
at the 10-acre site provide clues about 
its early inhabitants.  Stone artifacts 
suggest that people of the Archaic-age 
Munkers Creek culture (ca. 5600-4800 
before present [B.P.]) used the site.  Pot-
tery rim fragments, or sherds, indicate 
that Middle Woodland (Early Ceramic) 
Hopewellian people (ca. 2000-1500 B.P.) 

Council Grove

Council Grove (population 2,300) has a rich his-
tory as a rendezvous point on the Santa Fe Trail 

and proudly maintains its crossroads status today.  The 
county seat of Morris County, the town is located at the 
junction of US Highway 56 and State Highway 177, 55 
miles southwest of Topeka.

Tourists are attracted by the city reservoir and 
3,000-acre Council Grove Lake.  History buffs enjoy 
walking tours showcasing twenty-one marked historic 
sites, including the Kaw Mission, Council Oak, the 
Hays House, and the Santa Fe Trail.  Several events will 
be going on while the KATP is in town, including the 
Wah-Shun-Gah Days Festival, June 16-18, featuring a 
flea market, carnival, entertainment, parade, car show, 
antique tractor show, craft show, and Indian pow-wow.  
KATP participants can also take advantage of programs 
arranged by the KAA, such as Collectors’ Night, a mid-
project site tour, and a final resume.

Medium range panorama of 14MO403, looking to the north.

This article was written by Jim Dougherty 
and Virginia Wulfkuhle.  Dougherty is the 
principal investigator for the 2006 KATP 
field school and Wulfkuhle is the KSHS 
Public Archeologist.

either used the site or had ties to the 
people who occupied it.  Archeologists 
hope to compare ceramic artifacts from 
the site with samples from Hopewellian 
sites from the Kansas City area.  Such 
analyses can help answer questions about 
trade relationships, relative times of 
occupation, and other inter-relationships 
between contemporary groups from these  
geographic areas.

Archeologists believe that some 
of the rim sherds may be from the 
Cuesta phase, another Early Ceramic-age 

archeological culture.  The possibility of 
Hopewell (Kansas City or otherwise) and 
early Cuesta phase cultural interaction 
at 14MO403 is intriguing.  An important 
goal of the 2006 excavations is recover-
ing datable material in association with 
Hopewellian and/or Cuesta phase rim 
sherds from undisturbed areas.  Previous 
archeological findings at Arrowhead 
Island (14CF343) and in the Elk City 
Reservoir area in Montgomery County 
suggest the possibility of such interaction.

Organic materials should provide 

2006 Kansas Archeology Training Program Field School
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additional insights into the lifestyles of 
those who occupied the site.  Researchers 
speculate that favorable soil types have 
left these materials in a good state of 
preservation.  If datable faunal and floral 
remains are recovered from the Middle 
Woodland component of 14MO403, they 
will be sampled and compared with such 
remains at similar sites in the Kansas City 
area.  Researchers also hypothesize that 
the site’s proximity to the vast Flint Hills 
grazing range means that significantly 
more bison, antelope, and elk remains 
will be found than were present at Kansas 
City area Hopewellian sites.

Site investigations will be led by 

archeologist Jim Dougherty.  Dougherty 
will lead a volunteer team in analyzing 
the lithic (stone) and ceramic artifacts 
that are recovered from the site excava-
tions and surface collections.  Experts in 
the fields of geoarchaeology (assessment 
of site formation processes), paleoeth-
nobotany (analysis of charred botanical 
remains), and mammalian osteology 
(identification of faunal remains) will be 
consulted.  All of these studies will define 
the site within the larger contexts of 
regional and statewide culture history.

Archeologists hope that the field 
school excavation will help fill gaps in 
our understanding of Kansas prehistory.  

Preliminary work on this site investiga-
tion has already begun.  With the help 
of volunteers from the Kansas Anthro-
pological Association (KAA) and assis-
tance from the Kansas State Historical 
Society, Steve De Vore of the National 
Park Service’s Midwest Archeological 
Center conducted geophysical testing last 
November.  The purpose of the testing 
was to locate subsurface archeological 
features, such as hearths, storage or trash 
pits, and house floors.  De Vore conclud-
ed that “anomalies suggest the presence 
of buried archeological features associat-
ed with the prehistory of the site.”  These 
findings will help guide the excavations.

(Top Left)  Stemmed point found at 31 centimeters below surface during November 2004 site testing.  (Top Right)  Middle Woodland rim 
sherd, possibly Naples stamped, from the Dick Stauffer surface collection from 14MO403, Wichita State University.   (Lower Left)  Cut 
antler billets from the Stauffer collection.  (Lower Right)  Middle Woodland rim sherd, possibly a Havana variation, also from the Stauffer 
collection.   



ments of pottery, tableware, and crock-
ery.  Materials are provided, although 
students may bring their own collections 
to be repaired.  This class can be applied 
toward proficiency in “Repairing Dam-
aged Artifacts,” a part of the certification 
requirements for Basic Archeology Lab 
Technician, or as an elective class in Ad-
vanced Archeology Lab Technician.  The 
class is limited to ten students.

Mapping
Instructor:  Dr. Tim Weston
KSHS Historic Preservation Office
1-5 p.m.
June 5-9
Mapping archeological sites and materi-
als is one of the fundamental methods 
of documentation for both amateur and 
professional archeologists.  Proficiency 
in preparing maps is dependent upon 
an understanding of basic cartographic 
principles, as well as field mapping tech-
niques.  The study of cartographic prin-
ciples involves reviewing the methods 
for determining the spatial relationships 
between places and/or points, while field 
mapping consists of creating a graphic 
representation of a defined space.  
Students learn how to define areas of 
archeological interest and to construct 
maps with a minimum of equipment.  
Students are also introduced to more 
sophisticated optical mapping equipment 
(e.g., plane table and alidade, and transit) 
traditionally used in archeological inves-
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Request a Registration Packet

The field school offers a number of 
formal classes that can be taken to 
earn college credit through Emporia 
State University or simply to learn 
more about a particular topic.  

Archeological Fieldwork
Instructor:  KSHS Archeology Office 
Staff
In this field/laboratory course, students 
receive on-the-job training by direct 
participation in site survey/excavation and 
artifact processing.  Instruction includes 
survey techniques, excavation methods 
(including use of hand tools, removal and 
preservation of archeological materials, 
and record keeping), and laboratory 
procedures.  A total of 40 hours of work 
is necessary to complete the course; up 
to 20 of these hours can be spent in the 
field laboratory.  To allow for possible 
rain days, students are wise to start work 
on the first day of the project and con-
tinue until they have completed 40 hours.

Artifact Restoration and Conservation
Instructor: Chris Garst
KSHS Archeology Office
8 a.m.- noon
June 5-8
This class focuses on the techniques of 
artifact restoration, applied primarily to 
historic and prehistoric ceramics, and 
conservation practices for all classes of 
artifacts.   Practical experience is gained 
in sorting, refitting, and stabilizing frag-

Attend the Field School 
and Earn College Credit

To request a registration packet, mail in this coupon or 
contact the public archeologist at vwulfkuhle@kshs.org or 
(785) 272-8681 Ext. 266.  

The registration packet will be available in hard copy 
and posted at www.kshs.org/resource/katpcurrent around 
March 1, 2006.  The packet contains:

forms for KAA and/or KSHS, Inc. membership; 
registration, scheduling, and medical information 

forms;
options for lodging, camping, and food; 
a map of pertinent project locations; 
a list of recommended equipment; 
instructions for enrollment in formal classes;
details about the KAA certification program; 
and a schedule of accompanying activities.

Registration forms submitted by May 5 qualify for a 
participation fee of $20 for KAA and KSHS members and 
$80 for nonmembers.  After May 6 the participation fee is 
$30 for members and $90 for nonmembers.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Please send me a registration packet for the Kansas Archeology 
Training Program field school, June 3-18 in Council Grove.

Name  _________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Telephone number  _______________________________________

E-mail address  ___________________________________________

Number of individuals in party  _____________________________

We invite the public to join the Kan-
sas State Historical Society and Kansas 
Anthropological Association in studying 
this site.  By assisting with excavation 
and lab work, you can help write a new 
chapter in Kansas archeology.

  

How do I sign up?
Council Grove High School will 

be the project headquarters for registra-
tion, classes, artifact-processing lab, soil 
flotation, and some evening programs.  
Additional details will be included in 
the registration packet, which will be 
available in hard copy and posted on the 
KSHS web site at kshs.org/resource/katp-
current around March 1.  

Registration forms submitted by May 
5 qualify for a participation fee of $20 for 
KAA and KSHS members and $80 for 
nonmembers.  After May 6 the participa-
tion fee increases to $30 for members and 
$90 for nonmembers.

Although field and laboratory 
activities continue nonstop for the 16-day 
period, volunteers may participate for a 
single day or the entire time.  Participants 
must be at least 10 years of age, and 
those younger than 14 must plan to work 
with a parent or other sponsoring adult 
at all times.  A legally responsible adult 
must accompany participants between 14 
and 18 years of age.  

The sponsoring organizations do not 
discriminate on the basis of disability 
in admission to, access to, or operation 
of their programs.  Please make prior 
arrangements to accommodate individu-
als with disabilities or special needs by 
calling (785) 272-8681 Ext. 266.  
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Blazing Guns and Rugged Heroes: 
Kansas in the Westerns
Through September 30, 2006
Kansas History Museum
This exhibit will feature posters and movie 
paraphernalia from western films with such 
Kansas subjects as Dodge City, Abilene, 
John Brown, and Quantrill. 

KAA Certification Seminar
February 18-19, 2006
Wallerstedt Social Science Center
Bethany College
Lindsborg, KS
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
KSHS Archeologist Randy Thies will 
teach Cultural Reconstruction.  For more 
information, contact vwulfkuhle@kshs.org.

Tenth Annual Bleeding Kansas 
Program Series
February 26, 2006
2 p.m.
Constitution Hall State Historic Site
319 Elmore
Lecompton, KS
A series of talks and dramatic 
interpretations on the violent conflict over 
the slavery isue in Kansas Territory 1854 
through 1861. Robert Collins, historian 
and author of Doctor Blunt in Kansas 
Territory: Life of General James G. Blunt 
presents this session, followed by book 
signing.  Free admission. 

Blazing Guns & Rugged Heroes: 
Dinner and a Movie 
(Winter Film Series)
March 4, 2006
5 p.m. Silent auction/exhibit viewing
6 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Movie
Kansas History Museum

tigations.  Students are instructed in the use 
of global positioning system receivers, as well 
as a modern electronic total mapping station.  
Practical experience in both basic carto-
graphic principles and mapping will be gained 
through a series of field exercises, culminating 
in mapping a portion of an archeological site.  
This class fulfills one requirement of the Ad-
vanced Archeological Crew Member certifica-
tion category.

Basic Archeological Excavation
Instructor:  Randy Thies
KSHS Archeology Office
8 a.m.- noon
June 12-16
This class utilizes both lectures and fieldwork 
to focus on the techniques, principles, and 
theories of archeological site excavation, 
record keeping, and materials preserva-
tion.  Students learn proper techniques for 
preparing and conducting an archeological 
excavation, as well as methods of identifying 
and interpreting artifacts, structural remains, 
and environmental data.  This class fulfills one 
requirement of the Basic Archeological Crew 
Member certification category. 

National Register 101:  How to Prepare a 
National Register Nomination
Instructor:  Patrick Zollner 
KSHS Historic Preservation Office
1-5 p.m.
June 12-16
Students will learn how to approach the nom-
ination of properties to the National Register 
of Historic Places.  One exercise involves 
researching and rewriting National Register 
nominations.

Join us for a special evening of food and 
fun featuring the 1925 silent movie 
Tumbleweeds.  Film historian Cynthia 
Haines will provide an introduction and 
background into this great western. The 
delicious barbecue meal is provided by 
Boss Hawgs. Come early to bid on the 
silent auction, featuring movie posters 
and western items, and explore the 
exhibit, Blazing Guns & Rugged Heroes: 
Kansas in the Westerns. Tickets are $15 
per person, only 50 seats available.

Heritage Trust Fund Grant 
Application Deadline
March 1, 2006

Tenth Annual Bleeding Kansas 
Program Series
March 5, 2006
2 p.m.
Constitution Hall State Historic Site
Lecompton, KS
This session features a talk by biographer 
Diane Eickhoff, Revolutionary Heart: 
Clarina Nichols and the Pioneering 
Crusade For Women’s Rights, followed 
by book signing.

Flint Hills Anthropological 
Conference
March 30 - April 1, 2006
Wichita, KS

Kansas Archaeology Month
April 2006

Artifact Identification & 
Artifact Lab Tour Day
April 15, 2006
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Kansas History Museum and Library
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