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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Allen White House (Red Rocks) is a three-story
masonry and frame building surrcunded by stately elms and shrubbery.
“The first story is of red rough-hewn Colorado sandstone while the
second story is built of matching red brick, The third floor is
of wood frame and half timber construction, The building is
rectangular with a heXagonal bay ofi the northeast corner where
the living room is situated, The house has a steep intersecting
geble roof covered with slate shingles. There are three dormers
on the south side and one on the north to break the roof line,

The two chimneys are ornately capped with corbeled brick deteil,
The north front entrance is sheltered by a sma)l gabled porch,
not so steeply pitched as the roof of the house. All windows of
the house are rectangular; the ithird floor windows and those on
the second floor above the north entrance are casement, while the
remainder are double hung. A colonnade, garden, and courtyard
are located south of the house,

After a fire in the early 1920's, the first floor was restored
from a new design by Frank Lloyd Wright. The exterior was also
modified and the colonnade and sunken courtyard were zdded,
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The house now knowngés the William Allen White House ;Zzgﬂggi///
in the 1880's for Judge“Almerin Gillette, a wealthy Emporia.lauyer

and cattleman,
the Garden of the Gods in Colorade.

1920's it was damaged by

fluence,
Willigm_All§g¥WQ;te (1868-12gh)

up in Eldorado, where he first worked in a newspaper office.

attending the College of Emporia and Kansas University, he worked

on newspapers in Eldorado and Kansas City,
In 1895 he bought the Emporia Gazette.

It was built partly of brick_and partly of stone from

Because of Gillette's financial

reverses, the house came into the possession of a mortgage company
from whom White purchased_ it in 1900 for $6,000,

In _the early,

yire, and the restoration_was_based on plans
drawn for White by Frank’Lloyd Wright.
colomnade and the living room are said to show best the Wright in-

The rear courtyard with its

was born in Emporia and grew
After

He first gained national

the Gazette, he wrote short stories,

governor as an independent to fight
Kansas,

town America,
newspaperman,

in 211 parts of the country,

National Register.

William Allen White was a many-sided person:
confidant of Presidents, a power to be reckoned with in Kansas Re-
publican- politics, a crusader and reformer, a local editor boosting
his community and his state, and a spokesman for middle class, small

prominence with his editorial "What's the Matter with Kansas," which
was widely circulated by the Republicans in the election campaign
of 1896 as an anti-Populist, anti-Bryan tract. Besides writing for

novels, magazine articles, and

political literature, as well as his autobiography. He received
the Pulitzer prize for the best editorial article written in 1923.
In 1899 White called himself "an uncompromising Republican."
But when t he national Republican party split in the 1912 convention,
he joined Theodore Roosevelt's Progressives, and in 192l he ran for

the Ku Klux Klan influence in

a friend and

T HiF ififluence far transcended that of any other small town
Publisher of the Gazette for over LO years, his
writings on national and international issues received attention

Because of the importance of William Allen White to Hournalism
and politics, his house is considered worthy of nomination to the
The fact that Frank Lloyd Wright's plans were
used in the restoration of the home would bring added significance
since Wright designed very few Kansas buildings.
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National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings (federal)
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

801 19th St., N. W,

Washington, D. C, Code: 11

Survey of Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas ¢state)
1957

Kansas State Historical Society

120 West Tenth St.

Topeka, Kansas 66612 Code: 20

White, William Allen, "Autobiographical Material,” Manuscript
dated June 5, 1899, in the Kansas State Historical Society
l:l_brary.

White, William Allen, The Autoblography of William Allen White
(New York, Macmillan Co., 1940).
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