SELGE

SEE

INSTRUCTIONS

FORM RF  TSTRUCTED:

UNITED STATES DEPARSLENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

Oct. 8,

1975

STATE:

Kansas
COUNTYY:
Wyandotte

FOR NP5 USE ONLY
ENTHRY DATE

Grinter Place

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1420 South 78th St.

CITY OR TOWHN: COMGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Muncie no., 2, Bill Roy

STATE copg |SOUNTY: cone
Kansas 66111 20 Wyandotte ~

CATEGORY ' ACCESSIBLE
: X WNER STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP ¥ TO THE PUBLIC
'{:] Distriet [B‘Baild‘ing . Public Public Acquisition: (7] Occupied Yes:
(] Site {3 Structure ] Private (1 In Process [ Unoccupied D Restricted
[T} Object ] Both {7] Being Considered 7] Preservation work {3 Unrestricted
in progress (] Ne
PRESENT LJE {Check One or More as Apprapriste)
[ Agricultural " Government 7] Park {1 Tronsportation 3 C°‘“ff{eﬂ'5
7] Commercia} {3 Industrial "1 Private Residence [} Other (Specisy)
[ Educational 3 Military {1 Religious
{71 Entertainment ] Museum {7 Scientific

OWNER'S N AME: Tg
>
State of Kansas g
STREET AND NUMBER: g m
0
State Capitol &
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: LODOF
Topeka Kansas 66612 20
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDRS, ETC: 1]
+ = o
Register of Deeds . S
STREET AND NUMBER: g 3
Q, -
Wyandotte County Courthouse 0
CITY OR TOWN: STATE conpkE gf-r
. o
Kansas City Kansas 20
m
’ 3
Survey of Higtoric Siteg in Kansas 2im
DATE OF SURVEY: 1957 [} Federal B State 7} County ] Local z %
DERPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ) g %
1] ] k] m hdl
Kansas State Historical Society 7S
STREET AND NUMBER: g
Q
120 W. 1Gth z
CITY GR TOWN: STATE: coDE perd
o
Topeka Kansas 66612 20 >
m

v



(E;leck One)
X Excellent Good ] Eair ] Deteriorated ] Ruins {1 Unexpaosed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
] Altered £% Unaltered 1 Moved EZL Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If krrown} PRYSICAL APPEARANCE

Grinter Place comprises about eight acres of land and the
original residence built by Moses Grinter in 1857. The building,
which sits at an angle facing southeast, is situated at the brow of
a hill overlooking the Kansas river. It is two stories in height,
the exterior of red, home-kilned brick, and all walls, interior and
exterior, are of solid brick. In style it has been called a
"ecolonial, southern tvype farm house," modeled after a Kentucky
Farmhouge built by Grinter's uncle in 1800.

The house has a separate kitchen connected to the main house
by a “"dog run" which in later years was enclosed. B2ll rooms in -the
house are square and have about the same dimensions, approximately
18 feet by 18 feet. Upstairs there are two bedrooms plus the centexr
hall; downstairs a parlor, dining room, central hall, and the
detached kitchen. There are roofed porches on both the north and
south fronts. '

Interior construction is of native walnut and white pine.
Millwork on the columns and cornice moldings was done in St. Iouls.
There are five fireplaces, three downstairs and two upstairs. They
were designed with shallow fireboxes which expelled the heat into
the room and throats which prevented the rooms from £illing with
smoke.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Moges Grinter came to Cantonment Leavenworth in Kansas in 1828
and began operating the first ferry across the Kansas river in 1831,
23. years before Kansas was created as a territory .and 30 years before
statehood. 8ince the ferry was located on the Fort Leavenwoxrth-
Fort Scott military road laid out in 1842, it was vital to the
military operations in Kansas. Many immigrants also used Grinter's
ferry in the 1840's and 1850's on their way to California and
OCregon. '

The first Kansas post office, other than those at military
poats, was establisher September 10, 1850 at this site. At first
called Delaware, it was renamed Secondine on February 1, 1856.

Grinter operated a trading post at the landing from 1855 to
1860 and built a log cabin where he and his half-Delaware wife
lived until 3857, when the brick house was completed. The house is
said to be the oldest house gtanding in Wyandotte county.

Moses Grinter was the first permanent white settler in what
is now Wyandotte county and one of the earliest in Kansas. Hig
ferry operation was important to the military, to the westward
movement, and to the commercial development of Kansas and the West.
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