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Western Kansas
Dividing East and West 
Kansas can be divided into two regions based on physical traits. The land in  
the western third of the state is the High Plains region. It is covered in short 
prairie grasses. This was buffalo country. A long time ago millions of buffalo 
grazed on the rich prairie grasses. Indians relied on the buffalo for food,  
clothing, and shelter.

Climate 
Western Kansas is windy and dry. The climate is semiarid. This means it has low 
annual rainfall. Short, coarse grass grows here.
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What is the windiest city 
in the United States?

       Dodge City – average 14 mph 
Windiest months: March and April 
Least windy months: July and August

What city in Kansas has the  
record for being the driest?

          Johnson City in Stanton County 
received only 4.77 inches of  
rainfall in 1956.
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April 14, 1935, was called “Black Sunday” in southwest Kansas. It was a big dust storm.

In the 1880s a canal was built to bring water from the Arkansas River to farmers. This water 
irrigated the crops.

In the 1930s hot, dry conditions made the topsoil powdery-dry. This killed  
plants and animals. Wind blew the dirt into black clouds that drifted across  
the plains. The dust in the air was so thick that the skies turned black.

Resources 
Farming is the main business of western Kansas. The farms are large. Many  
are more than 1,000 acres in size. Farmers grow crops of wheat, sorghum,  
and corn. Corn needs more water to grow. For that reason, some of the land  
is irrigated. Underground water is used to irrigate farmland today.


