
The Potawatomi in Kansas:
The Story of the Potawatomi Reservation

The Potawatomi are an American Indian tribe. They once lived in the Great Lakes region of the
United States.  This is the area that includes the states of Michigan and Indiana.  This region is
part of the United States, which is in North America.  The Potawatomi hunted and fished in the
forests and rivers of Michigan and Indiana.  They traded with other American Indian tribes and
French traders.

Why did they leave Great Lakes region? 
As the United States became bigger and bigger, Americans wanted more land.  To get more
land for settlement, the United States took land from the American Indians.

In 1830, the U.S. Congress passed the Indian Removal Act.  This allowed the president to take
land from the Indians.  This meant the Potawatomi lost their homelands.  They were forced to
move.

Why did they come to Kansas?
Kansas land was given to many eastern Indian tribes in exchange for their homelands.  In
1846, the Potawatomi were forced onto a small reservation along the Kansas River, near
Topeka.  

Being forced to leave their homeland made the Potawatomi very unhappy.  Not all Potawatomi
made the trip to Kansas.  The stress was so great that the tribe was split apart.  Some of the
Potawatomi fled to Canada.  They did not want the U.S. military to force them to move.
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What did they find in Kansas?
When the Potawatomi arrived in Kansas, they found the land to be very different from the Great
Lakes region.  There were few forests and few rivers and lakes.  They had lived on a diet of fish.
But in Kansas there were very few fish.  They were forced to change their traditional ways of
living.

The Potawatomi also were used to controlling a large amount of land.  In Kansas, they were
forced to live on a very small reservation.  Americans moving west on the Oregon-California
Trail passed through their lands.  Some Americans began to live illegally on their lands.  With
the pressures of Americans wanting more land, the Potawatomi began to disagree with each
other about how their land should be
divided. 

What happened to the
Potawatomi Reservation?
Today the Potawatomi Reservation is
smaller than it once was.  The U.S.
government recognizes the Potawatomi as
a sovereign nation.  That means they have
the right to govern themselves.
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