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TERRITORIAL CHARACTER: 

SARA ROBINSON 

Sara Lawrence married Charles Robinson who became the first 
governor of the state of Kansas. She used her writings to bring the 
fight over slavery in Kansas Territory to those living back east. She 
supported the free-state cause. 

What did Sara Robinson do before she came to Kansas? 
Sara Robinson was born in Massachusetts. Her family was prominent in the community. 
She was a very bright child. By the age of twelve she could read Latin, German, and 
French, as well as her native English. 

She began dating Charles Robinson before he moved to California. He eventually moved 
back to Massachusetts to marry her. 

Why did she come to Kansas? 
Sara Robinson did not follow her husband on his first trip to Kansas. She 

did follow him a year later. In the beginning she was not too fond of 
life in Kansas. She often took trips to visit her friends and family in 

the East. 



Many buildings were destroyed when the town of Lawrence was attacked . 

What was her role in Kansas Territory? 
Charles Robinson was put in jail for not supporting the pro
slavery territorial government . A proslavery legislature had 
been elected. This was the result of voting fraud . When her 
husband was arrested, Sara reported on his treatment to those 
back east. She even recounted events in Kansas Territory to 
members of Congress. 

Sara Robinson wrote a very important book called Kansas: Its 
Interior and Exterior Life. In the book she describes in detail the 
situation in Kansas Territory. In writing about the violence in 
"Bleeding Kansas," she tells about the attack on Lawrence by 
the county's proslavery sheriff. Newspaper offices and other 
businesses were burned. The home she shared with Charles 
also was destroyed. The Robinsons were targeted because they 
were leaders in the free-state movement. 

Many considered Sara Robinson's book to be extremely 
important to the antislavery cause. It helped to put Kansas 
Territory in the national spotlight. 
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