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TERRITORIAL CHARACTER: 

SAMUEL JONES 

Samuel Jones was a southerner by birth. He brought his belief in 
slavery to Kansas Territory. He was the first sheriff of Douglas 
County. His conflicts with free-staters often led to violence. 

What did Samuel Jones do before he came to Kansas Territory? 
Samuel Jones was born in Virginia. He moved his family to Westport, Missouri, on the 
border of Kansas Territory. There, Jones was appointed postmaster. He quickly became 
involved with the proslavery movement. During the first election in Kansas Territory, Jones 
led a group of proslavery men into Kansas to disrupt the election. They destroyed the ballot 
box in Bloomington, Kansas. 

Why did he come to Kansas Territory? 
Samuel Jones' proslavery views brought him to the 

attention of the acting governor of Kansas. The 
governor, a fellow Virginian, appointed Jones sheriff of 
Douglas County. Lawrence, a center of free-state 
activity, was under his jurisdiction. Jones worked 
against the free-staters in any way he could. 



Proslavery forces carried this flag when they attacked Lawrence. 

What did he do in Kansas Territory? 
The career of Samuel Jones was marked by threats and violence. 
Shortly after Jones became sheriff, he found himself in the middle of 
the "Wakarusa War." The Wakarusa is a river near Lawrence. 
The war never happened, but the incident created high drama in 
Kansas. The national media covered the war with great interest. 

The murder of a free-state supporter by a proslavery man started 
the Wakarusa War. Shortly after the murder another free-state 
man was jailed for attending an antislavery meeting. Other free
state supporters freed him. All of this activity scared the people of 
Lawrence. They organized an army and fortified the city. Sheriff 
Jones and other proslavery men surrounded the city. The siege 
lasted for about a week. 

The tensions between the proslavery settlers and the free-state 
population of Douglas County continued to grow. Lawrence was 
home to two antislavery newspapers. Sheriff Jones decided to shut 
them down. Jones and a group of proslavery men rode into 
Lawrence and burned the newspaper offices. To further destroy the 
businesses, they dumped the newspaper type into the Kansas River. 
They continued the destruction by looting and setting fires. The 
Free State Hotel and the home of Charles and Sara Robinson were 
destroyed. The violence led to two deaths. Sheriff Jones was 
quoted as saying, "This is the happiest day of my life." 
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